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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

P o l i t i c s . an a l l  encompassing te rm , has been d e f in ed  

a l l  the  way from "a s c ie n c e 1' to  " th e  a r t  o f p o l i t i c a l  govern ­

ment" and " the  f a c t i o n a l  scheming found w i th in  a group of 

p e o p le ."  The term  has come to  in c lude  p o l i t i c a l  o p in io n s ,  

p o l i t i c a l  methods, p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and th e  p a r t i c i p a ­

t i o n  in  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s . '* '  I t  has been c a l le d  an a r t  by 

some w r i t e r s  and a sc ie n c e  by o th e r s .  As a consequence, 

p o l i t i c s  has been th e  c e n te r  o f a g r e a t  degree of a n a ly s i s  

th rough  th e  c e n tu r ie s .

The a n a ly s i s  o f p o l i t i c s  has been accom plished w ith  a 

h igh  degree of s o p h i s t i c a t io n  by a few s tu d e n ts  in  ages p a s t ,  

e . g . ,  th e  Greek w r i t e r s  S o c ra te s ,  P la to ,  and A r i s t o t l e .  Other 

p e r io d s  of h i s to r y  a l s o  have produced t h e i r  g r e a t  s tu d e n ts  o f 

p o l i t i c s .  A l l  o f  th e se  in d iv id u a ls  have a ttem pted  to  answer 

c e r t a i n  fundam ental q u e s t io n s .

These q u e s t io n s  have been concerned p r im a r i ly  w ith  th e  

w hat, why, and how p o l i t i c a l  systems fu n c t io n - - th e  a u t h o r i t y  

in  p o l i t i c a l  sy s te m s-- th e  s t a b i l i t y  or la c k  of s t a b i l i t y  of 

a g iven  system --and many o th e r  a s p e c ts  o f  p o l i t i c s  as  an a r t

1. " P o l i t i c s , "  W e b s te r^  New World D ic t io n a ry , c o l le g e  
e d . , 1960.
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o r  a s c ie n c e .  P o l i t i c a l  a n a ly s i s  has a l s o  come to  reco g n ize  

th e  human f a c t o r  o f a governm ent--the  r o l e s  o f  d e c is io n  

makers, th e  reasons  fo r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s ,  and th e  e f f e c t  th e se  

a c t io n s  have had on th e  r e s t  o f  s o c ie ty .^  C onversely , a n a ly ­

s i s  has a ttem pted  to  de term ine th e  r o l e  non-dec is ion -m akers  

perform  and th e  e f f e c t  t h e i r  a c t io n s  have had on th e  persons 

a c tu a l ly  making th e  d e c is io n s .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  of th e  members 

o f  a s o c ie ty  w i th in  a governm ental system and the  a t t i t u d e s  

and p re fe re n c e s  th e se  in d iv id u a ls  hold have a l s o  been sub­

j e c t s  f o r  a n a ly s i s  by p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f p o l i t i c s  as  a s c ie n c e .  

Thus, th e  cause and e f f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of p o l i t i c s  as an 

a r t  have merged to  c r e a te  th e  sc ien c e  of p o l i t i c s  to  answer 

more p r e c i s e ly  th e  q u es t io n s  s t im u la te d  in  th e  minds of th e  

s tu d e n ts  o f p o l i t i c s .

The purpose of t h i s  s tudy  i s  to  examine th e  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and a t t i t u d e s  of v a r io u s  segments o f  th e  lo c a l  

p o p u la t io n .  A d e l im i t a t io n  was accomplished by th e  s e l e c t i o n  

of two e t h n ic ,  m in o r i ty  groups in  th e  immediate v i c i n i t y  of 

th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Wyoming. These two groups appeared to  be 

s o re ly  n e g le c te d  by p o l i t i c a l  r e s e a r c h e r s .  For com parative 

p u rp o ses , a non -m inority  group was a l s o  s tu d ie d .

For th e  purpose of t h i s  s tu d y , th e  terms m in o r i ty  group 

or e th n ic  group w i l l  be a r b i t r a r i l y  l im ite d  to  people o f  a

2. Robert A. Dahl, Modern P o l i t i c a l  A n a ly s is . (Engle 
wood C l i f f s ,  N. J . , P ren tice -H alT J i n c . ,  "1963,), pp. 1-3.
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d i f f e r e n t  ra c e  or o r ig in  from th e  m a jo r i ty  of th e  American 

c i t i z e n s . ^

R esid ing  w ith in  th e  co n fin es  of Albany County and 

Laramie, Wyoming, i s  a m in o r i ty  group o f  Spanish-A m ericans. 

These people  p r e f e r  th e  nom enclature of Spanish-American, 

bu t th ey  a r e  in  r e a l i t y  a m ingling o f  immigrants and descend­

a n ts  o f immigrants from Spain and Mexico. The w r i t e r  w i l l  

use th e  name Spanish-American in  d e s ig n a t in g  t h i s  m in o r i ty  

group in  o rd e r  to  m a in ta in  a degree o f  u n ifo rm ity  and accede 

to  th e  p re fe re n c e  o f  th e  group.

The second e th n ic  group s e le c te d  were Negroes. Because 

o f  th e  la ck  in  Laramie o f  any s iz e a b le  Negro p o p u la t io n  

Cheyenne, Wyoming, which has approx im ate ly  n ine  hundred 

Negroes in  i t s  p o p u la t io n  was s e le c te d  fo r  t h i s  p o r t io n  of 

th e  s tu d y .^  The t h i r d  o r  c o n t ro l  group s tu d ie d  inc luded  th e  

rem aining c i t i z e n s  o f  Laramie exc lud ing  th e  Spanish-Americans 

and th e  few Negroes o f  th e  c i t y .  This l a t t e r  group w i l l  be 

r e f e r r e d  to  as th e  m a jo r i ty  group in  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 

th e  c o l le c te d  d a ta .  The s tudy ing  of a non-m inority  group 

p rovided  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  com parative a n a ly s i s  w i th  th e  

Spanish-Americans as bo th  groups were from th e  same lo c a le .

3. Ray M a rsh a ll ,  "E thn ic  and Economic M in o r i t i e s :
Unions F u tu re  or U n r e c r u i ta b le , " The AnnaIs of th e  American 
Academy o f  P o l i t i c a l  and S o c ia l  S c ie n c e . CCL~TNovember,1963), 
p . 64.

4. U. S. Bureau o f  th e  Census, U.S. Census o f  Popula­
t i o n : 1960. Vol. I ,  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  of th e T F o p u la tio n .
Part 52, Wyoming. (Washington: Government Printing Office,
1963), p. 32.
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Methodology

The r e s e a rc h  s tu d e n t  had f i r s t  to  des ign  a t o o l  which 

would o b ta in  a high degree of u n ifo rm ity  of d a ta  from th e  

s e le c te d  groups. A s tudy  o f  v a r io u s  r e s e a rc h  te ch n iq u e s  and 

methods to  o b ta in  th e  n ecessa ry  in fo rm atio n  was u n d er tak en , 

and an in s trum en t or q u e s t io n n a i re  known as  a schedu le  was 

d es ig n ed .^

Schedule P re p a r a t io n . The o r i g i n a l  schedule was com­

posed of q u e s t io n s  designed  to  o b ta in  in fo rm atio n  reg a rd in g  

a t t i t u d e s  and p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of th e  groups to  be 

s tu d ie d ,  bu t i t  was found to  be s o r e ly  la c k in g .  The f i r s t  

schedu le  was r e v is e d ,  w ith  counsel from a d v is o r s ,  and a l t e r e d  

to  in c lu d e  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t io n s  on o r g a n iz a t io n a l  membership to  

f in d  the  p o s s ib le  in f lu e n c e  th e se  o rg a n iz a t io n s  might have on 

th e  behav io r  and a c t i v i t y  of th e  groups being s tu d ie d .  This 

l a t t e r  s e c t io n ,  however, was inc luded  a f t e r  th e  co n c lu s io n  

o f  th e  in te rv iew in g  o f  th e  Spanish-A m ericans; t h e r e fo r e  the  

on ly  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  membership in fo rm atio n  o b ta in ed  fo r  the

Spanish-Americans was in  regard  to  la b o r  un ions.

5. Leading S tu d ie s  used were: Robert A. Dahl, op . c i t . ;
Leon F e s t in g e r ,  e d . ,  Research Methods in  th e  B e h a v io r ia l  
S c ie n c e s . TNew York: Dryden P re s s ,  1953); Wilson Gee,
S o c ia l  Science Research Methods. (New York: Appleton-Cen-
tu ry -C ro £ ts ,  I n c . , 1950); Donald R. Matthews, The S o c ia l  
Background of P o l i t i c a l  D ecision-M akers. (Garden C ity ,  New 
York: DoubTeday, I n c . ,  1^54); M ildred Bernice P a r te n ,  S ur­
veys , P o l l s , and Samples. (New York: Harper and Company,
1950); P au line  V. Young, S c i e n t i f i c  S o c ia l  Surveys and 
R esearch . (Englewood C l i f f s ,  New J e r s e y ;  P r e n t ic e - H a l l ,
I n c . ,  1$50).
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S e le c t io n  of th e  R espondents . The next s te p  involved 

th e  s e l e c t io n  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts .  A sy s tem a tic  and o b je c t iv e  

s e l e c t i o n  had to  be accom plished to  o b ta in  a group of respond­

e n ts  who were r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  of th e  e n t i r e  group being s tu d ie d .

The s o - c a l le d  " w a te r f ro n t"  method^ was chosen as  th e  

most d e s i r a b le  approach fo r  the  s e l e c t io n  o f  th e  in d iv id u a ls  

to  be in te rv iew ed  in  th e  Spanish-American group. This d e c i ­

s io n  was reached because th e  Albany County Chairman o f  th e  

Democratic C en tra l  Committee, Mr. J u l i a n  Sandoval, possessed  

an u p - to -d a te  l i s t  o f a l l  known Spanish-American in h a b i ta n t s  

and t h e i r  a d d res se s  in  Laramie, and t h i s  l i s t  was made a v a i l ­

a b le  f o r  th e  s tudy .

A s t a t i s t i c a l  random sample was u t i l i z e d  to  determ ine 

th e  resp o n d en ts  fo r  th e  m a jo r i ty  group s tudy  in  Laramie.

This was accom plished by numbering a l l  o f  the  b locks  in  the  

c i t y  exc lud ing  sc h o o ls ,  b u s in e ss  s e c t io n s ,  and th e  Spanish- 

American s e c t io n  o f  th e  c i t y .  Block number one was lo c a te d  

in  th e  no rthw est co rn e r  o f th e  c i t y .  The s tu d e n t  numbered 

321 b lo c k s ,  working from w est to  e a s t  in  a s o u th e r ly  d i r e c ­

t i o n  and ending in  th e  s o u th e a s t  co rner  of th e  c i t y .  The 

o rd e r  o f  houses which would be a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  b locks 

was predeterm ined  nex t in  th e  o rd e r  of one, t h r e e ,  f i v e ,  two, 

f o u r ,  s i x ,  upon the  assum ption  t h a t  an  average of s i x  houses 

e x i s te d  on each b lock . The s t a r t i n g  p o in t  on each b lock  was

6. In te rv iew in g  one person  21 y ea rs  o f age o r  o ld e r  
from each household.
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th e  southw est c o rn e r ,  and th e  movement around th e  b lock  was 

in  a c lockw ise d i r e c t i o n .

With th e  a id  o f  Rand C o rp o ra t io n ’s t a b le s  of random 

numbers, and a f t e r  l im i t in g  th e  sample to  120 re sp o n d e n ts ,  

th e  b locks were s e le c te d  by a c ce p tin g  any number sm a lle r  

than  322. Once th e  l i s t  of 120 b locks was com piled, th e  

p redeterm ined  o rd e r  o f  one, t h r e e ,  f i v e ,  two, fo u r ,  s i x  was 

a p p l ie d  to  d e l im i t  c e r t a i n  houses f o r  in te rv ie w s .

The in d iv id u a ls  a s s i s t i n g  w ith  th e  in te rv ie w in g  were 

p rovided  during  a s h o r t  t r a i n i n g  p e r io d  w ith  i n s t r u c t io n s  

concerning  th e  mechanics o f conducting  th e  in te rv ie w . These 

i n s t r u c t i o n s  a re  summarized as  fo l lo w s :

1. I f  th e  p ro sp e c t iv e  house f o r  an in te rv ie w  is  
found to  be unoccupied or no one i s  a t  home, 
th e  nex t abode d i r e c t l y  to  th e  l e f t  i s  to  be 
used f o r  th e  in te rv ie w . I f  t h i s  house hap­
pens to  have the  same s i t u a t i o n ,  th e  house 
d i r e c t l y  to  th e  r i g h t  of th e  o r i g i n a l  i s  then  
s e le c te d .

2. I f  a p ro s p e c t iv e  in te rv iew e e  re fu s e s  to  be
in te rv iew ed , ag a in  an in te rv iew ee  i s  to  be
found in  th e  house d i r e c t l y  to  th e  l e f t .

The purpose o f  th e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  was to  p rev en t having th e  

in te rv ie w e r  r e tu r n  to  conduct th e  in te rv ie w  and th u s  to  p r e ­

v e n t  a p o s s ib le  aw areness and p r e p a r a t io n  on th e  p a r t  o f th e

p ro s p e c t iv e  in te rv ie w e e . Such a s i t u a t i o n  might r e s u l t  in  a

b ia sed  in te rv ie w .

3. Once an in te rv ie w  has been com pleted, th e  
c o r r e c t  s t r e e t  ad d ress  i s  to  be noted on 
th e  sch ed u le .
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This i n s t r u c t i o n  was f o r  th e  purpose of sp o t-ch eck in g  th e  

work of th e  in te rv ie w e rs  to  in su re  t h a t  th e  in te rv iew s  were 

conducted.

4. I f  a duplex  or o th e r  type o f  m u l t ip le  dw elling  
o c c u rs ,  th e  f i r s t  occupied s e c t io n  o r  apartm ent 
should be s e le c te d  f o r  th e  in te rv ie w .

5. The u su a l  a m e n it ie s  and c o u r te s ie s  a r e  to  be f o l ­
lowed a t  a l l  t im es .

In p rep a r in g  to  in te rv ie w  th e  Negro p o p u la t io n  in  

Cheyenne, a r a th e r  form idab le  problem was found. The houses 

of th e  Negroes, a l th o u g h  lo c a te d  in  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s  of the  

c i t y ,  were in te rm in g led  w ith  o th e r  e th n ic  g roups , among o th e rs  

w i th  th e  Spanish-A m ericans. C onsequently , th e  p ro cess  o f  num­

b e r in g  th e  b locks and s e le c t in g  houses from th e  b locks  could 

n o t be u sed . The only  p r a c t i c a l  method was th e  f e r r e t i n g  ou t 

o f each re s id e n c e  c o n ta in in g  Negroes and th en  random izing th e  

r e s id e n c e s .  F o r tu n a te ly ,  th e  A s s i s t a n t  Chief o f P o l ic e  of 

Cheyenne and a d e t e c t iv e  on th e  p o l ic e  fo rc e  were them selves 

Negroes and gave much o f  t h e i r  tim e in  lo c a t in g  ad d re s se s  on 

maps and in  showing th e  a u th o r  th e  homes of Negro h a b i ta n t s .  

With t h i s  in fo rm a tio n ,  random iza tion  of th e  houses and th e  

s e l e c t i o n  of 110 p la c e s  fo r  in te rv ie w s  from th e  248 h a b i t a ­

t i o n s  were com pleted. Again, th e  t a b le s  of random numbers 

were employed f o r  th e  s e l e c t io n  o f  th e  houses.

In th e  segment of th e  s tudy  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  Negro m inor­

i t y ,  each p a r t  o f  a duplex  or o th e r  m u l t ip le  dw elling  was 

t r e a t e d  as  a s e p a ra te  r e s id e n c e .  P rocedures concern ing
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r e f u s a l s  and th o se  no t a t  home were s im i la r  to  th o se  used in  

th e  m a jo r i ty  s tudy  in  Laramie. One d e v ia t io n  was made, 

though, w i th  r e s p e c t  to  " c a l l - b a c k s . ” When a number of i n t e r ­

view s i t e s  were co n tig u o u s , and no one was a t  home, a r e tu r n  

v i s i t  was made.

Coding and A n a ly s i s . To f a c i l i t a t e  th e  c o d i f i c a t i o n  

and a n a ly s i s  of th e  d a ta  o b ta in e d ,  a code book was prepared  

(See Appendix B). The responses  were ass igned  p a r t i c u l a r  

columns on an IBM card  as th e  d a ta  was to  be ana lyzed  by an 

IBM 1620 Computer. The d a ta  was t r a n s l a t e d  in to  numbers and 

t r a n s c r ib e d  on code s h e e ts  (See Appendix C) from which th e  

d a ta  decks were p repared  a f t e r  th e  in te rv iew s  were com pleted.

An a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  "d a ta  d e c k s " - - th e  punched IBM c a rd s - -  

was performed a t  th e  computer i n s t a l l a t i o n  of Midwest R esearch  

I n s t i t u t e ,  Kansas C i ty ,  M issou ri .

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of Data A n a ly s i s . The f i n a l  s te p  in  th e  

s tu d y  was to  an a ly ze  th e se  f in d in g s .  The rem aining p o r t io n  

o f  th e  paper c o n ta in s  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  c o l le c te d  

d a ta .  Chapters two, t h r e e ,  and fo u r  have th e  r e s u l t s  of the  

resp o n ses  to  th e  ad m in is te red  sch ed u le s  in  th e  sequence of 

ex ecu tion --S pan ish -A m erleans , non-Spanish-A m ericans, and 

Negroes. Chapters f iv e  and s ix  c o n ta in  comparisons between 

th e  m a jo r i ty  group in  Laramie and th e  two m in o r i ty  groups 

r e s p e c t iv e ly .  Chapter seven i s  an a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  r o l e  

o r g a n iz a t io n a l  membership and o f f i c e r  v e rsu s  n o n -o f f ic e r  

membership p la y  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of th e  v a r io u s  

g roups.
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Because of a tim e elem ent, on ly  th e  t o t a l s  o f  th e  

re sp o n ses  to  th e  schedu le  w i l l  be p re se n te d .  Where germane 

and n ecessa ry  to  underscore  p a r t i c u l a r  p o in t s ,  d a ta  w i l l  be 

p re se n te d  concerning  independent socio-econom ic v a r i a b l e s .
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CHAPTER I I

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SPANISH-AMERICANS 

IN LARAMIE, WYOMING

The Spanish-American elem ent in  th e  p o p u la t io n  of 

Laramie appears  to  be a sm all bu t im portan t segment of th e  

economic s t r u c t u r e  of th e  c i t y .  Many f a c t o r s ,  however, seem 

to  combine to  r e l e g a te  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  m in o r i ty  group to  th e  

lower econom ic -soc ia l s t r a t a  in  th e  community. E lem ents, 

such as housing , e d u c a tio n ,  inadequate  s t r e e t s ,  and o th e r  

p u b l ic  f a c i l i t i e s  in  t h e i r  neighborhoods, and jobs held  by 

th e  members o f  th e  group , c r e a te  an atmosphere of lower- 

c l a s s  c i t i z e n s h i p .

The Spanish-American group resides primarily in the area 
of the city to which people refer as "across the tracks."
The houses tend  to  be sm a ll ,  o f  frame c o n s t ru c t io n ,  and 

po o rly  m a in ta in ed . A p e r fu n c to ry  d r iv e  around th e  n e ig h b o r­

hood shows s ig n s  of d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  such as th e  need o f  p a i n t ,  

o f r e p a i r  o f  s id ew alk s , o f th e  c lean in g  and r e s to r in g  of lawns 

and c o u n t le s s  o th e r  i tem s. The s t r e e t s  la ck  u n ifo rm ity .  They 

range from co n c re te  to  d u s t - la d e n ,  p o o r ly -g rav e le d  s u r f a c e s ,  

which endanger an a u to m o b ile 's  su spension  system . U sually  

members of t h i s  group a re  employed as  m enials  or as  "b lu e -  

c o l l a r "  workers in  p o s i t io n s  which r e q u i r e  l i t t l e  ed uca tion
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and which pay sm all wages. C onversa tions w ith  non-m ino rity  

persons sometimes f in d  them being r e f e r r e d  to  as  " s p i e s , "  or 

c a l le d  o th e r  uncomplimentary names.

A s tudy  of th e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and o f  th e  a t t i ­

tu d es  and p re fe re n c e s  o f  th e  Spanish-Americans i s  f e l t  to  be 

im portan t as  a means of in c re a s in g  th e  f i e l d  knowledge o f  a 

group o f  people  who have been la r g e ly  n e g lec ted  by academ i­

c ia n s .  A se a rc h  o f  th e  l i b r a r y  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Wyoming 

showed an extreme s c a r c i t y  o f  in fo rm atio n  about t h i s  group.

The Laramie Spanish-Americans were s tu d ie d  to  determ ine 

th e  fo l lo w in g :  th e  socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n  of th e  group,

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  as  pe rce iv ed  by th e  group , and th e  

a t t i t u d e s  and p re fe re n c e s  th e  in d iv id u a ls  p o ssessed . I n a s ­

much as  th e  in fo rm atio n  o b ta in ed  was th rough  th e  medium of 

p e rso n a l  in te rv ie w s ,  th e  d a ta  p re sen ted  must be q u a l i f i e d  

w ith  th e  un d ers tan d in g  t h a t  ev e ry th in g  was dependent on th e  

answers o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts .

Socio-Economic C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  Spanish-American Group

The socio-econom ic f a c t o r s  s tu d ie d  were age , income, 

p ro p e r ty  ow nership , e d u c a t io n ,  and le n g th  o f  time th e  fam ily  

had l iv e d  in  th e  United S t a t e s .  Most of th e  re sponden ts  were 

c o -o p e ra t iv e  and w i l l i n g  to  answer most o f th e  q u e s t io n s .

In  a few in s ta n c e s ,  however, an in d iv id u a l  responden t tended 

not to  be c o -o p e ra t iv e  on a l l  o r  some o f  th e  q u e s t io n s .

Thus, th e  p e rce n tag es  of th e  re sp o n ses  to  each s ta te m en t or
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q u e s t io n  may no t equa l 100 per  cen t because o f  th e  la c k  of 

an answer.

G enera tion  H a b i ta t io n . Many responden ts  had d i f f i c u l t y  

answering th e  q u e s t io n ,  "How many g e n e ra t io n s  has your fam ily  

been in  th e  United S ta te s ? "  I t  was ap p a ren t t h a t  many of 

them were no t w e l l  versed  in  t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  background.

Seven p e r  cen t of th e  responden ts  sa id  t h e i r  f a m i l ie s  

were of th e  f i r s t  g e n e ra t io n .  One o f  th e  responden ts  was an 

immigrant from B o l iv ia ,  who had l iv e d  in  th e  United S ta te s  

long enough to  o b ta in  c i t i z e n s h i p .  The main body o f  th e  

Spanish-Americans were second and t h i r d  g e n e ra t io n  Americans. 

The second g e n e ra t io n  was claim ed by 25.8 per  cen t  o f  th e  

e n t i r e  g roup , and 27.3 per  cen t s a id  t h e i r  f a m i l ie s  had l iv e d  

in  th e  United S ta te s  th r e e  g e n e ra t io n s .  Only 12.1 per  cen t 

o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  were of th e  f o u r th  g e n e ra t io n ,  and th e  

rem aining 27.3 per  cen t s t a t e d  t h e i r  f a m i l ie s  had l iv e d  in  

th e  United S ta te s  more th an  fo u r  g e n e ra t io n s .

Ages o f  th e  R esponden ts . The predominant age o f  th e  

Spanish-American responden ts  was in  th e  th i r t y - o n e  to  f o r t y  

c a teg o ry . The ages o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  appeared to  be a 

c r o s s - s e c t io n  of th e  m in o r i ty  group a lth o u g h  a m iddle-aged 

f l a v o r  was g iven  to  th e  e n t i r e  group by th e  f a c t  t h a t  59.1 

p e r  cen t o f th e  resp o n d en ts  s a id  t h e i r  ages were between 

th i r ty - o n e  and f i f t y .  Twenty-four per  cen t o f  th e  resp o n d ­

e n ts  sa id  t h e i r  ages were between tw enty-one and t h i r t y .  Of 

th e  e n t i r e  group of re sp o n d en ts  42 .4  per  cen t were between
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th e  ages of th i r t y - o n e  and f o r t y ,  and 16.7 p e r  ce n t were 

between fo r ty -o n e  and f i f t y  y ea rs  o f age. The l a t t e r  p e r ­

centage was th e  same fo r  th e  o ld e s t  a g e -c a te g o ry  e s ta b l i s h e d  

on th e  sch ed u le .

E d u ca tio n a l A tta inm en ts  o f  th e  R espondents . E d u ca tio n a l 

a t ta in m e n ts  of th e  m in o r i ty  group r e f l e c t e d  th e  lower s o c io ­

economic p o s i t io n .  A m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  Spanish-American 

re sp o n d e n ts --59  per c e n t- -h a d  not been g raduated  from high 

sc h o o l.  T h i r ty - fo u r  per  cen t had a h igh  school diplom a.

Only 3 p e r  ce n t  had a t te n d e d  up to  two yea rs  o f  c o l le g e ,  

and only  one person  in te rv iew ed  s a id  he had been g raduated  

from c o l le g e .  A lso , on ly  one Spanish-American r e p o r te d  p ro ­

f e s s i o n a l  o r t r a d e  schoo l t r a i n i n g .

Income and P ro p e r ty  Ownership o f  th e  M inority  Group.

The income le v e l  of th e  Spanish-Americans appeared  to  be 

lower th a n  th e  average income o f  th e  r e s t  o f  Laram ie’s popu­

l a t i o n .  A lthough on ly  7 .6  per c e n t  o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  sa id  

t h e i r  incomes were below $1200 per  y e a r ,  a m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  

re sp o n d en ts  s t a t e d  t h e i r  Incomes were le s s  th an  $4000 

a n n u a l ly .  The incomes o f  19.7 p e r  ce n t  of th e  responden ts  

ranged from $1200 to  $2500 per y ea r .  F i f t y - th r e e  per cen t 

had incomes in  th e  range of $2500 to  $4000. Only 10 per 

c e n t  o f th e  resp o n d en ts  s a id  t h e i r  annual incomes were 

between $4000 and $5500, and two responden ts  p laced  them selves 

in  th e  g r e a t e r - t h a n - $5500 ca teg o ry .
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Although th e  income le v e l  o f  th e  Spanish-Americans was 

low, a r e l a t i v e l y  h igh  degree of economic s t a b i l i t y  on th e  

p a r t  o f th e  group was no ted . This was shown by th e  number 

o f  in te rv iew ees  who s t a t e d  th ey  owned some form of  p ro p e r ty  

and p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e a l  e s t a t e .  S e v en ty -f iv e  p e r  ce n t  o f  a l l  

th e  resp o n d en ts  s a id  they  were e i t h e r  paying f o r ,  o r a l re a d y  

owned, t h e i r  homes. S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  au tom obile ownership was 

r e p o r te d  by on ly  54 p e r  cen t o f  t h i s  group, a p p a re n t ly  r e f l e c ­

t i n g  a low degree of s p a t i a l  m o b i l i ty .  Automobile ownership 

i s  not as  e s s e n t i a l  to  t h i s  group as  to  some o th e r s  because 

o f  th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  housing of th e  group. The main r e s i ­

d e n t i a l  neighborhoods of th e  Spanish-Americans were lo c a te d  

v e ry  near th e  b u s in e ss  s e c t io n  o f  th e  c i t y  and w i th in  easy 

w alking d is ta n c e  to  t h e i r  jobs and to  s to r e s  and o th e r  

b u s in e s s e s .

The responden ts  were a l s o  asked i f  th ey  had in v e s tm e n ts - -  

meaning money sp en t f o r  in su rance  and s to c k s  and bonds. Only 

3 p e r  ce n t o f  th e  group sa id  th e y  had p ro p e r ty  t h a t  was c a t e ­

g o r iz e d  as  investm ent on th e  sch ed u le .* -

1. C urren t economic w r i t e r s  c o n s id e r  investm en ts  to  be 
q u i te  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  meaning of th e  term  on th e  sch ed u le . 
C o r re c t ly  d e f in e d ,  l i f e  in su ran ce  and s to c k s  and bonds, as 
w e l l  a s  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  a re  termed t r a n s f e r s  o f  ow nership.
Harold B arge r, Money, Banking, and P u b lic  P o lic y .^  (Chicago* 
Rand McNally and Company, 1962), pp. 360-361j P au l A. Samuel- 
son , Economics. An In tro d u c to ry  A n a ly s is . (New York* McGraw- 
H i l l  feookiompany, I n c . , 1^61), pp. *42-243.
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When one c o n s id e rs  th e  income le v e l  of th e  Span ish- 

Am ericans, i t  would appear t h a t  no t many of them would own 

r e a l  p ro p e r ty .  Such a co n c lu s io n  i s  r e f u te d ,  however, by 

th e  h igh  degree of r e a l  e s t a t e  ownership r e p o r te d  in  th e  

in te rv ie w s .

The in fo rm atio n  r e p o r te d  by th e  Spanish-Americans showed 

c l e a r ly  th e  low socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n  of th e  group. The 

group, however, d id  no t appear to  be t r a n s i t o r y  in  n a tu re  as 

some lower socio-econom ic groups appear to  be. In s te a d ,  th e  

Spanish-Americans seem to  have c re a te d  f o r  them selves a p e r ­

manency in  th e  c i t y .  Furtherm ore , an exam ination  o f  th e  

s t a t i s t i c s  concerning  age groupings shows h ig h e r  deg rees  of 

e d u c a tio n  f o r  th e  younger-age p e rso n s ,  implying a re s id e n c y  

long enough to  have been g raduated  from high sc h o o l.

P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i c i p a t i o n

P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of th e  Spanish-American group 

was a l s o  s tu d ie d .  Q uestions were asked reg a rd in g  v o te r  r e g i s ­

t r a t i o n ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  e l e c t i o n s ,  and o th e r  p o l i t i c a l l y -  

o r ie n te d  group a c t i v i t i e s .

Voting R e g i s t r a t i o n . Under th e  s t a t u t e s  o f  Wyoming, 

r e s id e n t s  o f  any in c o rp o ra te d  c i t y  o r  town in  which more than  

one thousand v o te s  were c a s t  a t  th e  l a s t  p reced ing  g e n e ra l
2

e l e c t i o n  a r e  r e q u ire d  to  be r e g i s t e r e d  p r io r  to  th e  e l e c t io n .

2* Wyoming Compiled S t a t u t e s . 1957. ( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  
V i r g in ia i  Ttxe Michie Company), S e c t io n  22-155.
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This i s  a means of id e n t i f y in g  th e  v o te r s  and i s  no t a 

s p e c i f i c  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  fo r  su f f rag e ?  a lth o u g h  th e  la c k  of 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  a t  th e  tim e of an e l e c t i o n  e f f e c t i v e l y  p rev en ts  

anyone from v o tin g .

A h igh  degree of v o te r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  was shown by th e  

Spanish-American responden ts  w ith  97 per  cen t o f  them r e p o r t ­

ing t h a t  th ey  were r e g i s t e r e d  to  v o te .  Of t h i s  t o t a l ,  94 per 

cen t in d ic a te d  th ey  were r e g i s t e r e d  Democrats and 3 per  cen t 

d e c la re d  them selves to  be r e g i s t e r e d  R epublicans.

Voting P a r t i c i p a t i o n . T heir  p e rc e p t io n  o f  th e  impor­

ta n ce  o f  e l e c t io n s  can be seen  from th e  v o tin g  p a t t e r n s  of 

th e  Spanish-American group. Respondents were asked i f  they  

had vo ted  in  a l l ,  h a l f ,  few, or none o f  th e  e l e c t io n s  (See 

Appendix Z, Q uestions 10, 11, 1 2 ) .  Table I shows th e  v o tin g  

p a t t e r n .  As can be seen , th e  frequency  of v o tin g  i s  much 

g r e a t e r  in  th e  g e n e ra l  and prim ary e l e c t io n s  than  in  lo c a l  

e l e c t i o n s .  Table I a l s o  shows th e  p e r  cen t o f  v o te r s  r e p o r t ­

ing th e  number of tim es they  had v o te d . Only 3 p e r  cen t 

re p o r te d  never v o tin g  in  g e n e ra l  e l e c t io n s  w h ile  13 per cen t 

re p o r te d  never v o tin g  in  c i t y  e l e c t io n s .

The v o tin g  p a t t e r n  shows t h a t  th e  m in o r i ty  group p e r ­

ce ived  prim ary and g e n e ra l  e l e c t io n s  as  being more im portan t 

th an  c i t y  e l e c t io n s  and g e n e ra l  e l e c t i o n s  as  being more 

im portan t th an  p r im a r ie s .  This f in d in g  ag rees  w i th  o th e r  

s im i l a r  v o tin g  s tu d i e s  which show t h a t  in d iv id u a ls  tend to  

v o te  mQre o f te n  in  prim ary and g e n e ra l  e l e c t io n s  th an  in
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TABLE I

VOTING PARTICIPATION OF SPANISH-AMERICANS 
(By P ercen tage)

Types o f  E le c t io n s
Response C a tegories  

ALL HALF FEW NONE

C ity  E le c t io n s 27.3 30.3 27.3 13.6

Prim ary E le c t io n s 40.9 24.2 21.2 12.1

G eneral E le c t io n s 56.0 24.2 13.6 3.0

Local e l e c t i o n s . 3 Many e x p la n a t io n s  have been o f fe re d  f o r  t h i s  
phenomenon o f  th e  American e l e c t o r a t e .  One p la u s ib le  reaso n

seems to  be th e  degree o f  s a tu r a t i o n  by th e  news media. The 

1960 p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t io n  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  example s in c e  th e  

use o f  s e v e r a l  means of communication p re se n t in g  th e  d eb a tes  

between th e  ca n d id a te s  had an e f f e c t  on th e  outcome of th e  

f i n a l  v o te .^  The f a c t  t h a t  a g e n e ra l  e l e c t io n  always p r e ­

s e n ts  a well-known ca n d id a te  o r  c a n d id a te s  f o r  n a t io n a l  o f f i c e  

g iv e s  g r e a t e r  impetus to  th e  e l e c t i o n .  A lso , th e  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t i e s  have shown more w i l l in g n e s s  to  spend money on a s t a t e  

or n a t io n a l  s c a le  than  on a lo c a l  e l e c t io n .^

3. C harles  R. A drian , Governing Urban America. (McGraw- 
H i l l  Book Company, I n c . ,  1962), pp. 91-92. c f . B ib lio g rap h y , 
92.

4. Theodore H. W hite, The Making o f  th e  P re s id e n t  I960. 
(New York* Pocket Books, I n c . ,  and Atheneum House, In c . ,  19 61).

5. 'V . 0 . Key, J r . ,  P o l i t i c s . P a r t i e s * and P re ssu re  
Groups, 4 th  ed. (New Yorks Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1958), 
pp.  5 3 o - 5 3 9 .
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Other Forms o f  P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i c i p a t i o n . Other forms of 

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  t e s t e d  on the  schedule  in c lu d ed  con­

t r i b u t i o n s  to  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  a t te n d a n c e  a t  p o l i t i c a l  

r a l l i e s ,  th e  s ig n in g  of nom inating p e t i t i o n s ,  and th e  h o ld ­

ing of p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  o f f i c e s .

I t  was found in  a l l  in s ta n c e s  t h a t  th e  degree of p o l i t ­

i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was q u i te  low o r  n o n -e x is te n t .  C o n tr ib u ­

t io n s  to  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  or a t te n d a n c e  a t  a p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y  

were th e  major forms of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  a d d i t io n  to  v o t in g .  

Only 30 per  cen t o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts ,  however, s a id  they  had 

made some type of c o n t r ib u t io n  to  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty .  Of th e  

re sp o n d e n ts ,  16.7 p e r  cen t  s a id  th ey  had c o n t r ib u te d  money 

to  a p a r ty ;  9 p e r  cen t s t a t e d  th e y  had worked f o r  a p a r ty ;  

and 4 .5  p e r  cen t s a id  they  had g iven  bo th  tim e and money to  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .

One of th e  m in o r i ty  responden ts  to  th e  q u e s t io n  of 

p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r ib u t io n s  showed an awareness t h a t  many o f  th e  

in d iv id u a ls  d id  no t p o sse ss .  The in d iv id u a l  remarked t h a t  

he belonged to  a la b o r  union  and some o f  h is  dues went in to  

th e  p o l i t i c a l  ed u ca tio n  fund o f  th e  lab o r  u n io n , which in  

tu r n  d i s t r i b u t e d  funds to  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  and p o l i t i c a l  

c a n d id a te s .  F i f ty -o n e  per  cen t o f  a l l  th e  persons  i n t e r ­

viewed s a id  th ey  belonged to  a la b o r  un ion , bu t v e ry  few of 

th e  responden ts  were aware t h a t  a p o r t io n  of t h e i r  dues and 

fe e s  were being used fo r  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s .
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A ttendance a t  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s  was somewhat more f r e ­

quent th a n  o th e r  ty p es  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  F o rty -  

seven per  cen t o f  th e  Spanish-American responden ts  sa id  they  

had a t te n d e d  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s .  Of th o se  a t te n d in g  r a l l i e s ,

58 per  c e n t  r e p l i e d  th ey  had a t te n d e d  only  one o r  two r a l l i e s ,  

w h ile  32 per cen t r e p o r te d  th ey  had a t ten d e d  from th r e e  to  

f iv e  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s .  Only 10 per cen t r e p o r te d  more f r e ­

quent a t ten d a n c e  a t  r a l l i e s .  These in d iv id u a ls  s a id  they  

had a t te n d e d  more th an  f i v e .  P ercen tagew ise , a t te n d a n c e  fo r  

th e  v a r io u s  c a te g o r ie s  o f  th e  group was as  fo l lo w s :  27 per

ce n t  o f th e  t o t a l  responden ts  sa id  th ey  had a t te n d e d  one or 

two r a l l i e s j  15 p e r  cen t had a t te n d e d  th re e  to  f iv e  r a l l i e s ;  

and 4 .5  p e r  cen t had a t ten d e d  more than  f iv e  r a l l i e s .

Only one responden t s t a t e d  he had ever s igned  a nom inat­

ing p e t i t i o n ,  and t h i s  had been in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  a lab o r  

union e l e c t i o n .  None o f  th e  group was found to  have held  

any p a r ty  o f f i c e  or to  have been a d e le g a te  to  a p o l i t i c a l  

co n v e n tio n .^

6. Lack o f  i n t e r e s t  or w i l l in g n e s s  to  se rve  in  p a r ty  
p o s i t io n s  seems to  be th e  main reason  f o r  th e  la ck  o f  o f f i c e  
hold ing  p a r t i e s .  One female responden t r e p o r te d  t h a t  she 
had been asked to  be a p r e c in c t  committeewoman but re fu se d  
because o f  lack  o f  t im e. She had s ix  young c h i ld re n .
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A tt i tu d e s  of th e  Spanish-Americans

The Spanish-American group was asked a s e r i e s  o f  ques­

t i o n s  des igned  to  show t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  re g a rd in g  v a r io u s  

m a t te r s .  Each o f  th e  s ix  s ta tem en ts  co n ta ined  f iv e  p o s s ib le  

answ ers , e . g . ,  s t ro n g ly  a g re e ,  a g re e ,  d i s a g r e e ,  s t r o n g ly  d i s ­

a g re e ,  and no-knowledge. The responden t was to  in d ic a te  one 

which b e s t  d e sc r ib ed  h is  a t t i t u d e  (See Appendix A, Q uestions 

18 to  23). An a t tem p t was made to  in c lu d e  i s s u e s  p e r ta in in g  

to  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  government in  o rd e r  to  t e s t  th e  degree of 

knowledge and a t t i t u d e s  th e  group might hold concerning  c i t y ,  

s t a t e ,  and n a t io n a l  problem s.

Types o f  R esponses. As was ex p ec ted , some o f  th e  s t a t e ­

ments were q u i te  f a m i l i a r  to  th e  group , and o th e r s  were 

u n f a m i l ia r .  The most w ide ly  known is s u e  concerned th e  medi­

ca re  program. Less than  10 p e r  cen t gave a "no knowledge" 

response  on t h i s  i s s u e .

Table I I  shows th e  responses  o f  th e  Spanish-Americans 

on th e  i s s u e s .  Included in  th e  t a b l e  i s  th e  percen tag e  of 

"no" answ ers. I t  can be seen t h a t  th e  group was p o o rly  

informed on many i s s u e s .

Both q u e s t io n s ,  ,rWould a r ig h t - to -w o rk  law b e n e f i t  Wyo­

ming?" and " I s  f e d e r a l  a id  to  e d u c a tio n  d e s i r a b le  fo r  Wyoming?" 

rec e iv e d  19.7 p e r  cen t "no knowledge" re sp o n se s .  This seems 

an u n u su a lly  h igh  p e rcen tag e  fo r  th e  r ig h t - to -w o rk  is s u e  s in c e
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i t  was h o t ly  debated  th roughou t th e  s t a t e  l a s t  year  p a r t i c u ­

l a r l y  by th e  la b o rin g  groups befo re  i t  was enacted  by th e  

1963 s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

TABLE I I

ATTITUDES OF THE SPANISH-AMERICANS 
ON SELECTED POLITICAL ISSUES 

(By P ercen tage)

Med
i

ca re

R ight
to

work

F ed .a id  
to  

educ.

Labor
Union
A ctiv .

C i t i e s  Reappor- 
M il l  t l o n -  

Levies ment

S tro n g ly
Agree 43.9 3 .0 34.9 16.7 6.0 4 .5

Agree 45.5 18.2 40.9 37.9 27.3 15.2

D isagree 1.5 21.2 3 .0 12.1 3 .0 13.6

S tro n g ly
D isagree 0 . 37.9 0 . 9.0 7 .6 6.0

No
Knowledge 7.6 19.7 19.7 24.2 53.0 56.0

No
Answer 1.5 0 . 1.5 0 . 3 .0 4 .5

The r ig h t - to -w o rk  is s u e  in  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was 

p r im a r i ly  a p a r t i s a n  is s u e  w ith  th e  R epublican  l e g i s l a t o r s  

o f  th e  s t a t e  v o tin g  fo r  th e  measure and the  Democrats a g a i n s t . '7 

The f a c t  t h a t  th e  Spanish-American group i s  p redom inantly

7. News item  in  th e  S h e r id a n . Wyoming P r e s s . February
8, 1963.
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Democratic and la rg e ly  p ro -u n io n  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  a t t i t u d e s  

on t h i s  i s s u e .  F i f t y - e i g h t  per cen t of th e  responden ts  d i s ­

agreed  w ith  th e  q u e s t io n  as s t a t e d  or were a g a in s t  a r i g h t -  

to-w ork law. E igh teen  per  c e n t ,  however, agreed  w ith  th e  

q u e s t io n .

With re s p e c t  to  th e  q u e s t io n  of f e d e r a l  a id  f o r  e d u c a tio n ,  

75 p e r  ce n t o f th e  in te rv ie w e e s  agreed  t h a t  f e d e r a l  a id  to  

ed u ca tio n  would be d e s i r a b le  fo r  Wyoming, and only  3 per  cen t 

d is a g re e d .

"Should la b o r  un ions become more a c t iv e  in  p o l i t i c s ? "  

was a l s o  in  th e  ca teg o ry  o f  having l e s s  than  a t h i r d  o f  th e  

re sp o n d e n ts - -2 4 .2  per  c e n t - -g iv in g  a "no knowledge" re sp o n se .

A m a jo r i ty  of th e  persons in te rv ie w e d - -5 4 .6  per  c e n t- -a g re e d  

t h a t  lab o r  unions should become more a c t iv e  p o l i t i c a l l y .  A 

s i g n i f i c a n t  m in o r i ty ,  however, o f 21 p e r  cen t s a id  unions 

should no t become more a c t i v e  in  p o l i t i c s .  A lso i t  should 

be noted t h a t  some of th e  union members d isag reed  w ith  th e  

s ta te m e n t .  This may in d ic a te  a la c k  of u n d ers tan d in g  of th e  

im portance o f  p o l i t i c s  to  la b o r  and to  th e  de te rm in ing  of 

"Who g e ts  w hat, when, and where?"

The two q u e s t io n s  which re c e iv e d  th e  g r e a t e s t  number of 

"no knowledge" responses  concerned two is s u e s  which have been 

w ide ly  debated  in  th e  s t a t e .  One is s u e  concerns th e  c a l l i n g  

o f  a s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  of th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  co n s id e r  th e  

problem o f  c i t y  f in a n c e s ,  and th e  second had to  do w ith
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reapportionm en t of th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The q u e s t io n  on 

th e  second is s u e  asked , " I s  th e  p r e s e n t  reapportionm ent 

remedy in  Wyoming th e  b e s t  s o lu t io n  to  reapportionm ent?"

F i f t y - t h r e e  per cen t o f  th e  responden ts  s t a t e d  th e y  had 

no knowledge concerning  c i t y  f in a n c e s  or m i l l  l e v ie s  or the  

s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  to  co n s id e r  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  Host o f th e  

responden ts  who d id  have an op in ion  agreed  w ith  th e  s t a t e ­

ment. Ten per  cen t o f  th e  e n t i r e  group , though, d isa g re ed  

w ith  th e  c a l l i n g  of a s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  to  s tudy  th e  problem 

of m i l l  l e v i e s .

The reapportionm en t is s u e  was one which was a l s o  con­

t e s t e d  in  th e  1963 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n  o f  Wyoming. In t h a t  

s e s s io n  a reapportionm en t of th e  s t a t e ' s  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s ­

t r i c t s  was accom plished. There was a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  co n ten ­

t i o n  t h a t  th e  law was no t e q u i ta b l e ,  and i t  was w idely  

denounced by s e v e ra l  lead in g  Democratic le a d e r s .

I t  should  be noted t h a t  bo th  of th e se  i s s u e s ,  th e  

m un ic ipa l f in an ce  and th e  reapportionm en t q u e s t io n s ,  a re  

v e ry  complex and r e q u i r e  a b e t t e r  und ers tan d in g  o f  s t a t e  

government than  th e  average person  u s u a l ly  has . A 1963 

s tu d y ,  f o r  example, showed t h a t  only  25 p e r  cen t o f  th e  

Wyoming c i t i z e n s  q u es tio n ed  had any d e f i n i t e  knowledge about 

l e g i s l a t i v e  app o rtio n m en t.^

8. Ralph H. Wade, e d . ,  "The P o l i t i c s  o f R eap p o rtio n ­
ment in  Wyoming," Rocky Mountain C enter f o r  E ducation  in  
P o l i t i c s . U n iv e r s i ty  of W yom ing~A ffilia te . May, 1963, p • 15.
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As might be ex p ec ted , t h i s  m in o r i ty  group was i l l -  

informed on th e se  i s s u e s .  Of th e  e n t i r e  group, 20 per  cen t 

o f th e  responden ts  agreed  w ith  th e  p re s e n t  s o lu t io n  and 20 

pe r  cen t d is a g re e d .  Four and f i v e - t e n t h s  p e r  cen t of th e  

group d id  no t r e p ly  to  th e  q u e s t io n .  Presumably, th e  s i l e n c e  

could be co ns trued  as  "no knowledge" re sp o n se s .

When one c o n s id e rs  th e  r e p l i e s  o f th e  re sp o n d e n ts ,  i t  

i s  ev id e n t  t h a t  th e re  i s  more i n t e r e s t  and knowledge of 

n a t io n a l  i s s u e s  than  of s t a t e  and lo c a l  m a t te r s .  No q u es­

t io n s  re g a rd in g  n a t io n a l  problems had as  many "no knowledge" 

responses  as  d id  th e  q u es t io n s  on s t a t e  and lo c a l  i s s u e s .

The s ta te m e n ts  which were economic in  n a tu re  were th e  ones 

which were b e s t  known to  th e  re sp o n d e n ts .  The r ig h t - to -w o rk  

law , f e d e r a l  a id  to  e d u c a t io n ,  and m edical ca re  a r e  b e t t e r  

known th an  th e  o th e r  non-economic i s s u e s  used in  th e  sc h ed u le .

The in c lu s io n  of P re s id e n t  Kennedy's name in  th e  ques­

t i o n  p e r ta in in g  to  m edical c a re ,  however, may have g iven  a 

b ia s  to  th e  answers in  t h a t  th e  answers may have in d ic a te d  

agreement w ith  th e  name r a t h e r  th an  agreement or knowledge 

of th e  p o l ic y  q u e s t io n .  As i s  shown in  a subsequen t c h a p te r  

d e a lin g  w ith  Negroes, th e  name o f  Kennedy was q u i te  popu lar 

w ith  bo th  m in o r i ty  g roups.

P o l i t i c a l  P re fe re n c e s  of th e  Spanish-American Group

P o l i t i c a l  p re fe re n c e s  of th e  Spanish-Americans was 

s tu d ie d  f o r  th e  n a t io n a l  o f f i c e s  o n ly . The group was asked
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to  name from th e  l i s t s  provided th e  person  whom th e y  would 

su p p o rt f o r  th e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  nom ination from bo th  of the  

m ajor p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  and a l s o  to  d e s ig n a te  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r ty  p re fe re n c e s .  In a d d i t io n ,  th e  group was asked about 

t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  p re fe re n c e  fo r  th e  1964 United S ta te s  se n a ­

t o r i a l  r a c e  in  Wyoming (See Appendix A, Q uestions 24, 25,

26, 27).

The Spanish-Americans showed a d e f i n i t e  p re fe re n c e  fo r  

th e  Democratic p a r ty  in  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n s .  S ix ty -tw o  per 

ce n t  o f th e  re sp o n d en ts  d e c l in e d  to  choose any name p re se n ted  

as  a p o s s ib le  Republican  p a r ty  p r e s i d e n t i a l  nominee.

The schedu le  l i s t e d  f iv e  w e ll  known R epublicans f o r  con­

s id e r a t i o n  by th e  persons being in te rv ie w e d , and a l l  f iv e  

names re c e iv e d  a t  l e a s t  one re sp o n se . The most f r e q u e n t ly  

chosen names were Nelson R o c k e fe l l e r ,  R ichard Nixon, and 

B arry  Goldwater. This may be p a r t i a l l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  the  

f a c t  t h a t  th e se  were th e  most prom inent names on th e  l i s t  

by v i r t u e  o f  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f th e  in d iv id u a ls  

who have been in  th e  s p o t l i g h t  a c o n s id e ra b le  le n g th  of t im e.

The comparable q u e s t io n  re g a rd in g  cho ices  of p o s s ib le  

Democratic p r e s i d e n t i a l  cho ices  found only  fo u r  re sp o n d e n ts ,  

or 6 p e r  cen t o f  th e  group, no t making a s e l e c t i o n .  The 

p reponderan t choice  o f  th e  Spanish-Americans among th e  p o s ­

s i b l e  Democratic ca n d id a te s  was Lyndon Johnson, th e  c u r r e n t  

P re s id e n t  o f  th e  United S t a t e s .  S ix ty - th r e e  p e r  ce n t  o f  th e  

responden ts  chose him. The second choice was R obert Kennedy,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

26

th e  b ro th e r  o f  the  l a t e  P re s id e n t ,  who re c e iv e d  28 per  cen t 

o f  th e  g ro u p 's  re sp o n se s .  As noted by th e  p e rce n tag e s  on 

Table I I I ,  A d la i S tevenson, th e  Democratic p a r t y ' s  nominee 

in  1952 and 1956 re c e iv e d  th e  su p p o rt o f only one in te rv ie w e e .

TABLE I I I

PREFERENCES OF THE SPANISH-AMERICANS
FOR

VARIOUS PARTY CANDIDATES 
(By P ercen tage)

P o te n t i a l  Republican  P a r ty  Nominees

George Romney 3 .0
W illiam  S cran ton  1.5
R ichard  Nixon 15.2
Nelson R o c k e fe l le r  10.6
Barry  Goldwater 7 .6
None 62.1

P o te n t i a l  Democratic P a r ty  Nominees

Lyndon Johnson 63.6
Wayne Morse 0.
R obert Kennedy 28.8
A d la i S tevenson 1.5
None 6 .0

Choice Between th e  Nominees o f  th e  Two P a r t i e s

Democratic P a r ty  90.9
R epublican  P a r ty  4 .5
None 4 .5

United S ta te s  S e n a to r ia l  Race 1964

Thyra Thomson 12,1
John Wold 1.5
G. D. Humphrey 3 0
W illiam  H arr iso n  3 .0
Gale McGee 74.2
None 6.0
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The s e n a t o r i a l  ra c e  in  Wyoming in  1964, as  f a r  as  the  

Spanish-Americans were concerned , was a race  a l re a d y  dec ided . 

The incumbent, Gale McGee, appeared to  be a ssu red  o f  a g r e a t  

d e a l  of s u p p o r t - -7 4 .2 per  c e n t—from t h i s  m in o r i ty  group fo r  

r e - e l e c t i o n .  The second choice  was Mrs. Thyra Thomson, the  

p re s e n t  Republican  S e c re ta ry  of S ta te  o f  Wyoming, who re ce iv e d  

12.1 per  c e n t  of th e  r e sp o n d e n ts '  v o te s .  Laramie i s  Mrs. 

Thomson's home, and i t  i s  u n d e rs tan d ab le  t h a t  she would draw 

some su p p o rt  from her home town.

P o l i t i c a l  p re fe re n c e s  of th e  Spanish-Americans show, 

g e n e r a l ly ,  a d e f i n i t e  lean in g  not on ly  toward incumbents in  

o f f i c e ,  bu t a l s o  toward th e  Democratic p a r ty  in  g e n e ra l .  This 

tendency corresponds w ith  th e  h igh  degree of Democratic p a r ty  

r e g i s t r a t i o n .

Summary

The Spanish-Americans showed a h igh  degree o f  p o l i t i c a l  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  and a f a i r l y  high degree  o f  v o tin g  f requency .

With re g a rd  to  th e  o th e r  forms of p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  

th e  a c t i v i t i e s  most e a s i l y  performed were found to  be th e  

ones p r im a r i ly  undertaken  by th e  m in o r i ty  group. The p o l i t i ­

c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  dependent on p a r ty  le a d e r s h ip  were n o n -e x is te n t  

f o r  th e  m in o r i ty  group.

With reg a rd  to  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s ,  th e  group showed a h igh  

degree of knowledge concern ing  th o se  which were h ig h ly  a d v e r ­

t i s e d  and p r im a r i ly  o f  a n a t io n a l  c o n te x t .  I s su e s  which have
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a d i r e c t  economic e f f e c t  on the  group were more o f te n  u nder­

stood  th an  o th e r  g e n e ra l  p o l ic y  i s s u e s .  S ta te  and lo c a l  

i s s u e s  were th e  ones most l i k e l y  no t to  be understood  by th e  

group . G en e ra l ly ,  however, th e  degree  of aw areness o f p o l i t i ­

c a l  i s s u e s  was much g r e a t e r  than  might be expected f o r  such a 

group.
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CHAPTER I I I

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MAJORITY GROUP 

IN LARAMIE, WYOMING

The m a jo r i ty  group of th e  c i t y  of Laramie f o r  th e  p u r ­

pose o f  t h i s  s tudy  in c lu d es  a l l  in d iv id u a ls  who do not have 

S pan ish , Mexican, or Negro a n c e s t ry .  As noted e a r l i e r ,  the  

Negroes were excluded from th e  Spanish-American s tu d y  and 

th ey  have no t been inc luded  in  t h i s  p o r t io n .  The reason  f o r  

th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  th e  Negroes was t h a t  th e  number o f  i n d i ­

v id u a ls  was l im i te d .  There were no t enough to  have a sep a ­

r a t e  s tudy  c re a te d  around them, and too  many to  in c lu d e  in  

e i t h e r  o f  th e  Laramie segm ents.^

A sample p o r t io n  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  group was in te rv iew ed

w ith  th e  same schedu le  a s  t h a t  used w ith  th e  Spanish-A m ericans. 

A s e c t io n  was added to  th e  sch ed u le ,  however, to  determ ine th e  

degree  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  membership and th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of 

such membership to  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  A lso , members 

o f  th e  group were asked w hether th e y  were p e r s o n a l ly  acq u a in ted  

w ith  any e le c te d  o f f i c e - h o ld e r s .  This in fo rm atio n  may be 

found in  Chapter V II .

1. United S ta te s  Bureau o f  th e  Census, l o c . c i t .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

30

Socio-Economic C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f th e  Ma j o r i t v  Group

The socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  elem ent of 

Laramie i s  much h ig h e r  th an  t h a t  o f  th e  Spanish-American 

g roup . The homes and th e  a re a  o f  th e  c i t y  show an a t tem p t 

to  m a in ta in  o rd e r  th rough  p lann ing  p ro ced u res ,  an o r d e r l in e s s  

o f  y a rd s ,  and an o v e r a l l  appearance c o n t r a s t in g  g r e a t l y  w ith  

th e  Spanish-American a re a  o f  th e  c i t y .

Residence o f  F am ilie s  in  th e  United S t a t e s . Respondents 

in  th e  m a jo r i ty  group showed t h a t  in  g e n e ra l  t h e i r  f a m i l ie s  

had r e s id e d  in  th e  United S ta te s  a c o n s id e ra b le  le n g th  of 

t im e . Only 2 .9  per  cen t o f  th e  resp o n ses  were in  th e  f i r s t  

g e n e ra t io n  ca te g o ry .  The second g e n e ra t io n  was re p re se n te d  

by 19 p e r  cen t o f  th e  persons in te rv ie w e d , and 43 .5  p e r  cen t 

s a id  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  had been in  t h i s  coun try  th r e e  g en e ra ­

t i o n s .  The f o u r th  g e n e ra t io n  ca teg o ry  was 18.8 p e r  c e n t ,  

and 12.8 per  cen t o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  had f a m il ie s  who had

l iv e d  in  t h i s  coun try  more th an  fo u r  g e n e ra t io n s .  Two of
2

th e  in te rv iew ee s  d id  no t g ive  answers to  t h i s  q u e s t io n .

Ages o f  th e  R espondents . None o f  th e  responden ts  

re fu sed  to  p la ce  h im se lf  in  a te n -y e a r  age b ra c k e t .  Twenty 

p e r  ce n t  o f th e  resp o n d en ts  were in  th e  youngest age group— 

tw enty-one to  t h i r t y .  Almost 25 per  c e n t—24,8 p e r  ce n t  to  

be e x a c t- -g a v e  t h e i r  ages a s  between th i r ty - o n e  and f o r t y ,

2. A l l  groups o f  p e rce n tag e s  may no t equa l 100 per  cen t 
because some in d iv id u a ls  would not answer a l l  o f th e  q u e s t io n s  
and s ta te m e n ts .
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and 21.8 p e r  cen t s a id  they  were between fo r ty -o n e  and f i f t y  

y ea rs  o f  age . The l a r g e s t  age group was th e  Mo v e r - f i f t y  

y e a rs "  c a te g o ry ,  which inc luded  32.7 per  cen t o f  a l l  th e  

persons in te rv iew ed .

The age c a te g o r ie s  o f  the  m a jo r i ty  element r e f l e c t e d  a 

f a i r l y  even d i s t r i b u t i o n  among th e  p o p u la t io n .  A lthough a l l  

o f  th e  age c a te g o r ie s  were w i th in  tw elve p ercen tage  p o in ts  

o f  each o th e r ,  th e  predominant age tended to  be between 

fo r ty -o n e  and f i f t y .  This gave th e  m a jo r i ty  group a more 

mature f l a v o r  which c o n t r a s t s  w ith  the  g e n e ra l  p o p u la t io n  

in  th e  United S ta te s .  Census d a ta  show t h a t  23 p e r  cen t of 

th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  i s  over th e  age of f i f t y ,  w h ile  th e  

m a jo r i ty  sample in  Laramie produced 32.7 per  cen t over th e  

age of f i f t y . ^

E d u ca tio n a l A tta inm en ts  of th e  Ma i o r i t v  Group. The 

e d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l  of th e  non -m ino rity  group in  Laramie 

r e f l e c t s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  Laramie i s  a u n iv e r s i t y  town. Only 

tw e n ty - f iv e  per cen t o f  th e  responden ts  s a id  they  had no t 

been g raduated  from high  sch o o l.  Those w ith  le s s  th an  a 

h igh  schoo l ed u ca tio n  were found to  be o ld e r  in  age . In 

f a c t ,  e ig h ty  p e r  cen t o f th o se  who had le s s  than  a h igh  

school e d u c a tio n  were over th e  age o f  f o r ty  y e a rs .

T h ir ty -o n e  per  cen t o f th e  responden ts  had been g radua ted  

from h igh  sc h o o l;  19 per  cen t had o b ta in ed  up to  two years

3. United S ta te s  Bureau of th e  Census, op . c l t . , p . 199.
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of c o l l e g e |  and 19.8 p e r  cen t had earned c o l le g e  d eg re e s .

The U n iv e r s i ty ’s f a c u l ty  I s  composed o f  approx im ate ly  475 

persons who have one o r  more c o l le g e  d e g re e s .^  The Bureau 

o f  th e  Census shows t h a t  th e  c i t y  had 1500 in d iv id u a ls  in  

1960 who were working f o r  some e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  

was supported  by p u b lic  monies. This inc luded  p u b l ic  schoo l 

employees a s  w e l l  as  u n i v e r s i t y  p e rso n n e l .^  Furtherm ore , 

th e  census d a ta  show t h a t  Laramie had 1551 persons in  1960, 

tw e n ty - f iv e  y ea rs  o f  age or o ld e r ,  who had s tu d ie d  in  c o l le g e  

fo u r  or more y e a rs .  T his  amounted to  18.8 p e r  ce n t  o f  th e  

c i t y ' s  age group o f  tw e n ty - f iv e  o r  o ld e r .^

By way o f  com parison, in  Cheyenne, th e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l  

which i s  no t a u n iv e r s i t y  town, on ly  9 .8  per ce n t o f  th e  

p o p u la t io n  a re  over th e  age of tw e n ty - f iv e  w ith  a c o l le g e  

e d u c a t io n .^  A lso , only  726 persons in  Cheyenne were employed 

in  1960 by a p u b l ic ly  supported  e d u c a t io n a l  system.® On a 

s ta te w id e  b a s i s ,  th e  p e rcen tag e  o f  in d iv id u a ls  tw e n ty - f iv e  

y ea rs  o r  o ld e r  having fo u r  o r  more y ea rs  of c o l le g e  work was 

8 .6  per  c e n t .^  Thus i t  can be seen t h a t  th e  In f lu e n c e  o f  th e

4. O ff ice  o f  th e  P re s id e n t ,  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Wyoming.
This does n o t  in c lu d e  o th e r  employees o f  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  who 
may hold c o l le g e  d e g re e s .  These people  a re  no t co n s id ered  
by th e  U n iv e rs i ty  to  have academic ran k .

5. United S ta te s  Bureau o f  th e  Census, op. c i t . ,  p . 91.

I b i d . . p . 89. 7. I b i d . . p . 91.

8. I b i d . . p . 89. 9. I b i d . . p. 91.
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U n iv e rs i ty  upon Laramie i s  q u i te  pronounced w ith  reg a rd  to  

th e  e d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l  of th e  c i t y .

Income and P ro p e rty  Ownership of th e  M alo rity  Group. 

Respondents were asked to  approxim ate t h e i r  annual incomes 

in  one o f  th e  c a te g o r ie s  p rov ided . A lso , th ey  were asked 

about th e  amount o f  p ro p e r ty  they  owned (See Appendix A, 

Q uestions 7 and 8 ) .

The g r e a t e s t  number of re sp o n d e n ts—39.6 per  c e n t— 

were in  th e  $5500 y e a r ly  ca te g o ry .  The p ercen tag e  o f  respond­

e n ts  in  th e  o th e r  income b ra c k e ts  were a s  fo llow s * $4000-

$5500, 22.7 per cen t!  $2500-$4000, 18.8 per c e n t ;  $1200- 

$2500, 7 .9  p e r  c e n t .  Only 4 per  cen t o f th e  m a jo r i ty  group , 

as  compared w ith  7 .6  per ce n t  o f th e  Spanish-American group, 

were in  th e  low est income ca teg o ry  of l e s s  th a n  $1200 a year 

income.

A s tu d y  o f  p ro p e r ty  ownership found t h a t  71 of th e  101 

resp o n d en ts  inc luded  in  th e  o v e r a l l  s tudy  owned r e a l  e s t a t e ,

28 had investm en ts  o f  v a r io u s  ty p e s ,  and 88 owned au tom ob ile s . 

E ig h t in d iv id u a ls  s a id  they  had o th e r  forms o f  p ro p e r ty  (n o t 

s p e c i f i e d ) ,  and only  one responden t s a id  he owned no p ro p e r ty .  

P e rcen tag e -w ise ,  70 per  cen t owned r e a l  e s t a t e ;  27.7 per  ce n t  

s a id  th ey  had investm en ts  as  d ef in ed  in  th e  s tudy  and 87 

p e r  cen t s a id  th ey  owned au tom ob iles .

1 0 .  Chap. I I ,  n .  1 .  LIBRARY
□  F THE  

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  WYDM INQ  
LARAMIE
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Comparing th e  amount o f  income th e  re sp o n d en ts  r e p o r te d  

w ith  th e  amount of p ro p e r ty  ow nership , th e  economic l e v e l  o f  

th e  c i t y  of Laramie appeared to  be r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h . Census 

s t a t i s t i c s  on fam ily  incomes o f  th e  c i t y  in  1960 showed t h a t  

th e  median income was $6 ,059, and t h a t  66 p e r  ce n t  o f th e  

f a m i l ie s  in  Laramie re p o r te d  incomes g r e a t e r  th an  $5000 per 

y e a r . H  N otice  t h a t  th e  census s t a t i s t i c s  o f  1960 g ive 

incomes g r e a t e r  than  $5000 to  66 p e r  cen t o f  th e  t o t a l  popu­

l a t i o n ,  bu t on ly  39 .6  of th e  in te rv iew e e s  in  th e  major group 

o f  t h i s  s tudy  re p o r te d  incomes o f  $5500 or more.

The degree of e d u c a tio n ,  income, and p ro p e r ty  ownership 

in  th e  m a jo r i ty  group shows an educated  e l e c t o r a t e  w ith  a 

r e l a t i v e l y  high socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n .  I t  i s  ex trem ely  

d i f f i c u l t  to  a s c e r t a i n  th e  e f f e c t  o f th e  U n iv e r s i ty  of Wyo­

ming on th e  c i t y  w ith  reg a rd  to  income. There i s ,  however, 

a c o r r e l a t i o n  between th e  U n iv e r s i ty  and th e  e d u c a t io n a l  

a t ta in m e n ts  o f  th e  persons in te rv ie w e d . Judging from th e  

approxim ate number o f  persons employed by th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  

th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  in  th e  economic o rd e r  of the  

c i t y  i s  g r e a t .

P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i c i p a t i o n

The p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  group was 

determ ined th rough  th e  ask in g  of q u e s t io n s  on th e  degree  of

11. United S ta te s  Bureau of th e  Census, 0£ .  c i t . ,  p.
92.
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v o te r  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  v o tin g  frequency , and o th e r  forms of 

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .

V oter R e g i s t r a t i o n . Wyoming c i t i z e n s ,  as  p re v io u s ly

shown, a re  re q u ire d  to  r e g i s t e r  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  purposes
12in  o rd e r  t h a t  they  may v o te .  The degree of r e g i s t r a t i o n  

among th e  m a jo r i ty  responden ts  was q u i te  h igh. Only 6.9 per  

cen t of th e  in d iv id u a ls  in te rv iew ed  sa id  th ey  were not 

r e g i s t e r e d  v o te r s .  When asked to  g ive  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  

a f f i l i a t i o n s ,  r e t i c e n c e  was noted du ring  some of th e  i n t e r ­

view s. Consequently , th o se  who d id  no t want to  r e v e a l  t h e i r  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  a f f i l i a t i o n  were g iven  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  of 

say ing  th ey  were r e g i s t e r e d  as  Independents . Twelve per  cen t 

o f  the  re sponden ts  r e p o r te d  they  were Independents .

The Democratic and R epublican  p a r t i e s  in  Laramie were 

f a i r l y  even ly  d iv id e d  among th e  group w ith  th e  Democratic 

p a r ty  having th e  g r e a t e r  number o f  r e g i s t r a n t s .  F o r ty - th r e e  

o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts ,  o r 42 .6  per cen t of th e  t o t a l ,  s a id  th ey  

were r e g i s t e r e d  as  Democrats; t h i r t y - n i n e  in d iv id u a l s ,  o r  38 

per  c e n t ,  d e c la re d  they  were of th e  R epublican  p a r ty .

Voting P a r t i c i p a t i o n . An exam ination of th e  v o tin g  f r e ­

quency o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  group d is c lo s e d  a p a t t e r n  s im i la r  to  

th e  Spanish-American v o tin g  b eh av io r .  The p a t t e r n  shows a 

sm a lle r  degree  of v o tin g  in  c i t y  and lo c a l  e l e c t io n s  than  in

12. Wyoming Compiled S t a t u t e s . 1957. ( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  
V i r g in ia :  The Michie Company), S e c t io n  22-155.
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prim ary  or g e n e ra l  e l e c t i o n s .  Table IV shows th e  v o tin g  

frequency  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  group in  v a r io u s  types  o f  e l e c t io n s .

TABLE IV

VOTING PARTICIPATION OF THE MAJORITY GROUP 
(By P ercen tag e)

Types o f  E le c t io n s ALL

Response

HALF
C ateg o rie s

FEW NONE

C ity  E le c t io n s 41.6 27.7 15.8 12.9

Prim ary E le c t io n s 59.4 16.8 8.9 12.9

G eneral E le c t io n s 71.3 14.8 5 .0 5.9

Other Forms of P o l i t i c a l  A c t i v i t y . Other forms o f  p o l i t i  

c a l  a c t i v i t y  t e s t e d  by th e  schedule showed vary ing  degrees  of 

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  Most o f th e  m a jo r i ty  group do not 

c o n t r ib u te  to  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  Only 44 per  cen t o f  th e  

re sponden ts  s a id  they  had-made some type of c o n t r ib u t io n  to  

a p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty .  Twenty-two per  cen t of th e  in te rv iew ee s  

s a id  they  had c o n t r ib u te d  only  money to  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty ,  

w h ile  a v e ry  sm all m in o r i ty  of 6.9 p e r  cen t s a id  th ey  had 

worked a t  some time f o r  a p a r ty .  Those persons who re p o r te d  

working and c o n t r ib u t in g  funds f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  were

14.8 p e r  cen t o f  th e  e n t i r e  group. When compared to  th e  

Spanish-A m ericans, th e  m a jo r i ty  group had made a much g r e a t e r  

degree o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r ib u t io n s .  Comparisons between th e  

v a r io u s  groups a re  shown more f u l l y  in  Chapter V.
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A nother type of p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  which th e  

m a jo r i ty  group showed a c o n s id e ra b le  degree of a c t i v i t y  was 

a t te n d a n c e  a t  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s .  F i f t y - f o u r  per cen t of th e  

resp o n d en ts  s a id  they  had a t te n d e d  a t  l e a s t  one p o l i t i c a l  

r a l l y ;  26.7 per  cen t s a id  they  had a t te n d e d  one or two 

r a l l i e s }  15.8 p e r  cen t r e p o r te d  th e  a t te n d in g  of from th r e e  

to  f iv e  r a l l i e s ;  and 10.9 per  cen t s t a t e d  th ey  had a t te n d e d  

over f iv e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  r a l l i e s .

O ther forms of p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  showed even le s s  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  For example, only th r e e  responden ts  sa id  

th ey  had ever s igned a nom inating p e t i t i o n .  Few had held  

o f f i c e  in  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty .  A lthough th e  s t a t e s  have e l e c ­

t io n s  f o r  p r e c in c t  committeemen or committeewomen, th e  p a r t i e s  

have d i f f i c u l t y  many tim es in  f in d in g  in d iv id u a ls  to  run  fo r  

th e se  o f f i c e s .  This p a r t i c u l a r  form of p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  

however, i s  determ ined p r im a r i ly  by th e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y ' s  

in n e r  core of a c t i v i t i e s  and no t by th e  g e n e ra l  p o p u la t io n  

or by th e  many persons who f e e l  they  a re  members o f  a p a r t y . ^

S e v e ra l  o f th e  m a jo r i ty  group members were, or had been, 

p a r ty  a c t i v i s t s .  Four o f  th e  resp o n d en ts  r e p o r te d  th ey  were 

th e n ,  o r  had been, p r e c in c t  committeemen. Furtherm ore , one 

responden t had been bo th  a s t a t e  and a n a t io n a l  d e le g a te  to  

h is  p a r t y ' s  p o l i t i c a l  conven tions .

13. V. 0. Key, J r . ,  o£. c i t . . p . 232
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A comparison of th e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  of L aram ie 's  

m a jo r i ty  group w ith  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f persons th roughout 

th e  United S ta te s  as  p re se n te d  by V. 0. Key, shows t h a t  the  

m a jo r i ty  p o p u la t io n  o f  Laramie has p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  com­

p a rab le  to  o th e r  s im i la r  socio-econom ic g r o u p s . ^

P o l i t i c a l  A t t i t u d e s  of th e  Ma i o r i t v  Group

This s e c t io n  on a t t i t u d e s  re g a rd in g  v a r io u s  p o l ic y  

q u e s t io n s  fo llow s th e  same p a t t e r n  as th e  m a te r ia l  on th e  

Spanish-American group. The same schedu le  was g iven  to  bo th  

g roups, and th e  m a te r ia l  h e re in  i s  developed in  a s im i la r  way.

Types o f  R esponses. The q u e s t io n  on m edicare re c e iv e d  

l e a s t  number o f  "no knowledge" answers o f  any of th e s e  ques­

t i o n s .  The f a c t  t h a t  on ly  10.9 per  cen t  gave a "no knowledge" 

response  in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e  is su e  was well-known by th e  group.

A la rg e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  in te rv ie w e e s - -6 0 .4  p e r  c e n t - -  

agreed  more o r  l e s s  s t r o n g ly  w ith  th e  m edicare s ta te m e n t ,  

w h ile  26.7 per  cen t d isa g re ed  in  some manner w ith  i t  (See 

Table V). The responses  tended to  fo llo w  p a r ty  l i n e s  to  some 

e x t e n t ;  however, a few o f  th e  R ep u b lican s—28.2 p e r  c e n t- -a n d  

most o f th e  Independents s a id  th e y  agreed  w ith  th e  measure.

I t  i s  p o s s ib le ,  however, t h a t  th e  resp o n ses  may have been

14. I b i d . . p. 633.
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in f lu en c ed  by th e  use of P re s id e n t  Kennedy's name in  th e  

s ta tem en t (See Appendix A, Q uestion  2 2 ) . ^

There a l s o  was w idespread  knowledge about th e  f e d e r a l -  

a id - to - e d u c a t io n  i s s u e j  on ly  11.9 per  ce n t  o f th e  responden ts  

r e p l i e d  w i th  a "no knowledge" answer. Very few of th e  

re sp o n d en ts  d isa g re e d  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t t h a t  f e d e r a l  a id  f o r  

ed u c a tio n  was d e s i r a b le .  E ig h t and n in e - te n th s  d isa g re ed  

w ith  th e  s ta tem en t t h a t  f e d e r a l  a id  was d e s i r a b l e ,  and 

an o th e r  4 .9  s t ro n g ly  d is a g re e d .  On th e  o th e r  hand, 71.3 

p e r  cen t agreed  on th e  f e d e r a l  a id  i s s u e ;  18.8 per cen t 

s t r o n g ly  agreed  and 52.5 per  cen t agreed  (See Table V).

14. A group of a r t i c l e s  in  th e  summer i s s u e ,  1964, o f 
P ub lic  Opinion Q u a r te r ly  p re s e n t  the  r e s u l t s  o f  s tu d i e s  which 
were conducted im m edlately a f t e r  th e  a s s a s s in a t i o n  o f  Mr. 
Kennedy. One s tudy  had been f o r tu n a te  enough to  have an 
e a r l i e r  su rvey  conducted du ring  th e  summer o f  1963 w ith  which 
to  compare r e s u l t s .  The f a c t s  t h a t  were lea rned  from th e  
com parative s tu d ie s  showed an in c re a s e  in  th e  p re fe re n c e  and 
a p p r e c ia t io n  f o r  P re s id e n t  Kennedy a f t e r  h is  a s s a s s in a t i o n .  
This p a r t i c u l a r  a r t i c l e  a l s o  p o in ted  ou t t h a t  th e  p u b l ic  was 
more in  agreement w ith  Mr. Kennedy two yea rs  a f t e r  h is  e l e c ­
t i o n  than  a t  th e  time of th e  e l e c t i o n ,  and t h a t  th e re  were 
many more people who sa id  they  p r e f e r r e d  him a t  th e  1960 
e l e c t i o n  than  th e re  were people who a c t u a l l y  c a s t  b a l l o t s .  
Because o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a la rg e  segment of th e  p u b l ic  a p p a r ­
e n t ly  changed i t s  o p in io n  o f  th e  l a t e  P re s id e n t  from th e  time 
o f  h is  e l e c t i o n  to  th e  time of h is  d e a th ,  and because t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  s tudy  was conducted a f t e r  th e  a s s a s s in a t i o n ,  th e  
m entioning o f  P re s id e n t  Kennedy's name in  connec tion  w ith  th e  
m edicare s ta tem en t on th e  schedu le  may have in f lu en c ed  th e  
re sp o n ses  o f  th e  in te rv ie w e e s .  Paul B. S h e a ts ly  and Jacob J .  
Feldman, "The A s s a s s in a t io n  o f  P re s id e n t  Kennedy: P u b lic
R eac tions  and B eh av io r ,"  P ub lic  Opinion Q u a r te r ly . Vol. XXVIII 
(Summer, 1964), pp. 189-215.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

4 0

TABLE V

ATTITUDES OF THE MAJORITY GROUP 
ON SELECTED POLITICAL ISSUES 

{By P ercen tag e )

Med R ight F ed .a id  Labor C i t i e s  Reappor- 
i  to  to  Union M ill  t i o n -

care work educ. A ctiv , Levies ment

S tro n g ly
Agree 22.8 8.9 18.8 6.9 5.9 1.9

Agree 37.6 21.8 52.5 21.8 25.7 15.8

D isagree 16.8 22.8 8.9 33.7 16.8 16.8

S tro n g ly
D isagree 9.9 25.7 4.9 19.8 1.9 9.9

No
Knowledge 10.9 18.8 11.9 15.8 47.5 53.5

No Answer 1.9 1.9 3 .0 1.9 1.9 1.9

The s ta tem en t "Labor un ions should become more a c t iv e  

in  p o l i t i c s , "  was g iven  a "no knowledge" answer by 15.8 per  

cen t o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts .  The f a c t  t h a t  th e  m a jo r i ty  of th e  

group- -5 3 .5  p e r  c e n t—d isa g re e d  w ith  th e  s ta tem en t may 

r e f l e c t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  most o f th e  group i s  no t a f f i l i a t e d  

w ith  la b o r  u n io n s . Seventy-two p e r  ce n t  of th e  responden ts  

s a id  they  d id  no t belong to  a la b o r  un ion ; however, 15 p e r  

cen t non lab o r-u n io n  members agreed  t h a t  la b o r  un ions should 

become more a c t iv e  in  p o l i t i c s .

The r ig h t - to -w o rk  is s u e  was a l s o  r e l a t i v e l y  w idely  known 

abou t in  th e  m a jo r i ty  group. Only 18.8 p e r  ce n t  answered w ith
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a "no knowledge" re sp o n se . Other r e p l i e s  were q u i te  v a r ie d  

w ith  48 .5  p e r  cen t o f  th e  in te rv ie w e e s  r e p ly in g  t h a t  th ey  

d id  no t f e e l  Wyoming would be b e n e f i te d  by a r ig h t - to -w o rk  

law. Only 30.7 p e r  ce n t  tho u g h t such a law would b e n e f i t  

Wyoming. O bviously , union membership in  th e  group was so 

sm all t h a t  i t  d id  no t in f lu e n c e  th e  re sp o n se s .  As p re v io u s ly  

se e n ,  th e  a c t u a l  passage o f  th e  measure was accomplished 

a long p a r ty  l i n e s j  and, s in c e  more o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  claim ed 

to  be Democratic th an  R epub lican , p a r ty  a f f i l i a t i o n  may have 

been im portan t in  a f f e c t in g  a t t i t u d e s .  The re sp o n d e n ts ,  

however, d id  n o t fo llow  p a r ty  l i n e s  on t h i s  i s s u e .  Both 

Democrats and R epublicans ag reed  on th e  r ig h t - to -w o r k  

l e g i s l a t i o n .

The m u n ic ipa l f i n a n c i a l  i s s u e  and th e  apportionm ent 

is s u e  r e c e iv e d  h igh  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  "no knowledge" re sp o n se s .  

The s ta tem e n t "Governor Hansen should c a l l  a s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  

o f  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  co n s id e r  th e  c i t i e s 1 m i l l  l e v i e s , "  

had 47 .5  p e r  cen t  "no knowledge" r e p l i e s .  Most o f  th e  o th e r  

resp o n d en ts  agreed  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t - -3 0 .6 p e r  c e n t  o f th e  

t o t a l  g roup . Only 18.7 p e r  cen t o f  th e  in te rv ie w e e s  d isa g re e d  

w ith  th e  c a l l i n g  of a s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  to  c o n s id e r  th e  need fo r  

more m u n ic ipa l revenues .

"The p r e s e n t  reapportionm en t remedy in  Wyoming i s  th e  

b e s t  s o lu t io n  to  reap p o rtio n m en t"  was a n o th e r  t e s t  o f  a t t i ­

tu d e s  which had a h igh  degree o f  "no knowledge" re sp o n se s .  

F i f t y - t h r e e  and f i v e - t e n t h s  p e r  cen t o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts
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r e p l i e d  t h a t  th ey  had no knowledge o f  th e  i s s u e .  The o p in io n s ,  

however, seemed to  show a somewhat g r e a t e r  degree of awareness 

o f  th e  problem of reappo rtionm en t th an  d id  th e  re sp o n d en ts  in  

th e  s tudy  conducted during  th e  sp r in g  of 1963. - ^  A sm all 

p o r t io n  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  g ro u p --1 7 .7  per  c e n t—agreed  w ith  th e  

s ta tem en t re g a rd in g  l e g i s l a t i v e  apportionm en t, and 26.7 per  

cen t d is a g re e d .

S ince th e  in te rv ie w s  were conducted , s e v e r a l  co u r t  cases  

have been decided  which show t h a t  th e  reapportionm en t method 

adopted in  Wyoming in  th e  l a s t  s e s s io n  of th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  

u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  The c o u r t  r u l in g s  have made n ec essa ry  th e  

c a l l i n g  o f  a  s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  o f  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  

b r in g  th e  s t a t e ' s  apportionm ent system  w ith in  th e  e d i c t  o f 

th e  United S ta te s  Supreme C o u r t . ^

With th e  m a jo r i ty  group a s  w ith  th e  Spanish-A m erleans, 

i s s u e s  which have been w ide ly  d isc u sse d  and p re se n ted  by th e  

mass news media appeared to  be more r e a d i ly  recogn ized  than  

ones which re c e iv e d  a sm a lle r  degree of a t t e n t i o n .  A s i g n i f i ­

ca n t f e a tu re  o f  th e  re sp o n ses  was t h a t  a much g r e a t e r  degree  

o f  awareness was shown on n a t io n a l  i s s u e s  th a n  on s t a t e

15. Wade ( e d . ) ,  op. c i t . ,  p. 15.

16. Reynolds v . Sims; Vann v. B agge tt ;  McConnell v . 
B ag g e tt ,  84 Supreme Court R ep o rte r  1362 (1964). News item  
in  th e  Laramie p a l ly  Boomerang. J u ly  8, 1964. The s p e c ia l  
s e s s io n  was c a l l e d  f o r  J u ly  28, 1964. The r e s u l t s  o f th e  
s e s s io n  were in c o n c lu s iv e .
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i s s u e s .  This f a c t  su g g es ts  t h a t  s t a t e  i s s u e s  in  many cases  

a r e  submerged and viewed as  being l e s s  im portan t th an  

n a t io n a l  problem s. I s su e s  which may a f f e c t  th e  p u b l ic  

d i r e c t l y  on th e  s t a t e  l e v e l ,  however, may re c e iv e  more 

a t t e n t i o n  th rough  th e  channels  o f  communication; such a d d i ­

t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  a id s  in  in c re a s in g  th e  degree of p u b lic  

knowledge on s i t u a t i o n s  w i th in  th e  s t a t e .

P o l i t i c a l  P a r ty  P re fe re n ces

The p o l i t i c a l  p re fe re n c e s  of th e  m a jo r i ty  group were 

determ ined w i th  th e  same q u e s t io n s  t h a t  were used w ith  th e  

Spanish-Americans (See Appendix A, Q uestions 24 to  27).

The responden ts  from th e  non-m inority  group , a l th o u g h  

numbering a few more Democrats th an  R epub licans , were more 

w i l l in g  to  s e l e c t  someone from th e  l i s t  p rov ided  fo r  th e  

R epublican  p r e s i d e n t i a l  nom ination th an  were th e  S pan ish- 

Americans. F o r ty - th r e e  p e r  cen t o f th e  resp o n d en ts  o f  th e  

m a jo r i ty  group , however, e i t h e r  s e le c te d  no one or made no 

response  a t  a l l  f o r  th e  R epublican  nom ination . The p o s s ib le  

ca n d id a te  among th e  R epublicans who rec e iv ed  th e  g r e a t e s t  

degree  of s u p p o r t - -2 4 .8 p e r  cen t--w as  Nelson R o c k e fe l le r .  

R ichard  Nixon and Barry Goldwater were o th e r  names t h a t  

rece iv ed  s u b s t a n t i a l  su p p o rt from th e  r e s p o n d e n ts - -12 .8  and

11.9 per cen t r e s p e c t iv e ly  (See Table V I) .

A sm all m in o r i ty  o f  perso n s  in te rv ie w e d - - 2 .9  per  c e n t - -  

s a id  they  would no t commit them selves by su p p o rtin g  an
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in d iv id u a l  f o r  t h a t  p a r t y ' s  nom ination . The incumbent,

Lyndon Johnson, re c e iv e d  by f a r  most support o f  a l l  o f  th e  

p o s s ib le  c a n d id a te s - -6 3 .3  per  c e n t .  Robert Kennedy was 

second cho ice  w ith  9 .9  p e r  cen t w h ile  only th r e e  p e r  cen t 

s e le c te d  th e  name o f  A d la i S tevenson.

When asked to  make a cho ice  between th e  two p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t i e s ,  th e  responden ts  showed a d e f i n i t e  p re fe re n c e  fo r  

th e  Democratic p a r ty .  S ix ty - th r e e  p e r  cen t o f th e  respond­

e n ts  p r e f e r r e d  th e  Democratic p a r ty  f o r  th e  1964 p r e s i d e n t i a l  

e l e c t i o n .  Furtherm ore , 20.5 per  cen t o f  th e  r e g i s t e r e d  Repub­

l i c a n s  and 75.0 per  cen t of th e  Independents sa id  they  would 

v o te  Democratic in  th e  November, 1964, e l e c t i o n .  Another 

s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a tu r e  o f  th e  responses  was th e  number of 

r e g i s t e r e d  R epub licans- -1 2 .8  p e r  cent--who would not commit 

them selves f o r  th e  coming p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n .  This r e l u c ­

tan ce  was s u b s t a n t ia te d  by th e  d a ta  recorded  a s  w e ll  a s  being 

recogn ized  du ring  th e  in te rv ie w in g .  I t  seemed t h a t  some of 

th e se  persons  were con tem pla ting  a sw itch  in  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  

and p r e f e r r e d  to  remain s i l e n t  o r say they  would not support 

anyone r a t h e r  than  make a commitment.

The q u e s t io n  reg a rd in g  th e  1964 s e n a t o r i a l  r a c e  in  

Wyoming drew a h ig h e r  degree o f  response  th a n  th e  q u e s t io n s  

on th e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  nom inations . Only 10 p e r  ce n t o f  th e  

group d ec lin e d  to  name th e  person  they  would su p p o r t  f o r  

United S ta te s  s e n a to r  in  1964.
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TABLE VI

PREFERENCES OF THE MAJORITY GROUP 
FOR VARIOUS PARTY CANDIDATES 

(By P ercen tag e)

P o te n t i a l  Republican P a r ty  Nominees

George Romney 3.9
W illiam  S cran ton  2.9
R ichard  Nixon 12.8
Nelson R o c k e fe l le r  24.8
Barry Goldwater 11.9
None 38.6
No answer 4 .9

P o te n t i a l  Democratic P a r ty  Nominees

Lyndon Johnson 63.3
Wayne Morse 0.
R obert Kennedy 9 .9
A d la l Stevenson 2.9
None 15.8
No Answer 2.9

Choice Between th e  Nominees of th e  Two P a r t i e s

Democratic P a r ty  63.4
R epublican  P a r ty  30.7
None 0.
No Answer 5.9

United S ta te s  S e n a to r ia l  Race 1964

Thyra Thomson 3 .9
John Wold 9.9
G. D. Humphrey 11.9
W illiam  H arriso n  8.9
Gale McGee 53.5
None 9 .9
No answer 1.9

From th e  t a b l e  i t  i s  seen  t h a t  Gale McGee, th e  incumbent 

s e n a to r ,  was th e  prim ary  cho ice  o f  th e  resp o n d en ts  w i th  53.5
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p er  cen t in d ic a t in g  him as  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e .  The o th e r  names

p re se n te d  re c e iv e d  some su p p o rt but to  no s i g n i f i c a n t  deg ree . 
(See Table V I) . In  some c a s e s ,  th e  support f o r  in d iv id u a l

names on th e  schedule  showed prim ary  group f r ie n d s h ip s  r a th e r

th a n  a c tu a l  v o tin g  p o s i t io n s .

Summary

The socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n a l  l e v e l  of th e  m a jo r i ty  of 

th e  c i t i z e n s  of th e  c i t y  i s  rea so n ab ly  h igh . Using ed u ca tio n  

as  a c r i t e r i o n  in  de term in ing  s o c ia l  c l a s s ,  th e  m a jo r i ty -  

group responden ts  show an ex trem ely  h igh  l e v e l  o f e d u c a t io n a l  

achievem ent. The e x is te n c e  o f  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  of Wyoming is  

th e  prime f a c t o r  in  th e  h igh e d u c a t io n a l  le v e l  o f  th e  group.

I t  i s  notew orthy t h a t  some of th e  responden ts  were f a c u l ty  

members o r  persons employed in  a c a p a c i ty  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

by th e  U n iv e rs i ty .

The group showed a h igh  degree o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

w ith  re g a rd  to  v o t in g .  The o th e r  forms of p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  

t e s t e d  showed a l e v e l  no g r e a t e r  th an  s im i la r  p o p u la t io n  

groups which have been s tu d ie d  by recogn ized  a u t h o r i t i e s .

The p o l i t i c a l  p re fe re n c e s  o f  th e  responden ts  leaned 

toward th e  Democratic p a r ty ,  but a c o n f l i c t  was noted  between 

th e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  some of th e  in d iv id u a ls  

and th e  s e l e c t i o n  of p ro s p e c t iv e  ca n d id a te s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  

o f f i c e .  From an id e o lo g ic a l  p o s i t i o n ,  th e  m a jo r i ty  group 

seemed to  have a m o d e r a te - to - l ib e r a l  p e rc e p t io n  o f  p o s s ib le  

s o lu t io n s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  problems in  th e  United S ta te  today .
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CHAPTER IV

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NEGROES 

IN CHEYENNE, WYOMING

A s tu d y  o f  th e  Negroes in  Cheyenne, Wyoming, was u n d er­

taken  in  o rd e r  t h a t  two m in o r i ty  groups w ith  s im i la r  s o c io ­

economic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  could be compared. The same schedu le  

and procedure was fo llow ed a s  th o se  used w ith  th e  m a jo r i ty  

group in  Laramie.

S ev e ra l  f a c to r s  determ ined th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  th e  Negroes 

fo r  s tu d y . Negroes in  Cheyenne were s e le c te d  r a th e r  th a n  

Spanish-Americans because o f  th e  appearance o f  g r e a t e r  s im i­

l a r i t y  w i th  th e  Laramie Spanish-American group. The Span ish- 

Americans in  Cheyenne, u n l ik e  t h e i r  c o u n te rp a r ts  in  Laramie, 

l i v e  in  w ide ly  s c a t t e r e d  p a r t s  o f  th e  c i t y  and do not appear 

to  have a s t ro n g  f e e l in g  o f  s o l i d a r i t y .  A lso , th e  Negroes 

a re  a sm all m in o r i ty  in  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  Cheyenne, 

According to  census s t a t i s t i c s ,  880 Negroes, which i s  s l i g h t l y  

over two p e r  cen t o f th e  p o p u la t io n ,  r e s id e  in  th e  c ity .^ -

1. United S ta te s  Bureau of th e  Census, l o c . c i t .  The 
demographic d a ta  p rov ided  by th e  census , a l th o u g h  being 
a c c u r a te ,  does not r e f l e c t  th e  in f lu x  of Negroes in to  Cheyenne 
a f t e r  th e  F ra n c is  E. Warren m i l i t a r y  base was d e s ig n a te d  as a 
m is s i l e  s i t e .  S ince th e r e  was inadequate  housing on th e  b ase ,  
th e  m i l i t a r y  p e rso n n e l have had to  f in d  re s id e n c e s  in  th e
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Preceding  any e x p la n a t io n  of th e  re sp o n se s ,  a comment 

must be made in  r e fe re n c e  to  some of th e  in te rv ie w s .  In  

some o f  th e  in te rv ie w s  i t  appeared  t h a t  th e  responden t was 

t r y in g  to  read  th e  mind o f  th e  in te rv ie w e r  and g iv e  th e  

response  most a c c e p ta b le  to  him. In a l l  of th e  in s ta n c e s  

of t h i s  ty p e ,  th e  a t tem p t to  g ive  th e  "p ro p er"  response  

f a i l e d .  The s i t u a t i o n  d e sc r ib ed  above seemed to  occur only  

w i th  th e  Negroes.

Socio-Economic C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  of th e  Negroes

The s tudy  and d e te rm in a t io n  of th e  socio-econom ic c h a r ­

a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  Negroes in  Cheyenne was accom plished w ith  

th e  same schedu le  as  t h a t  used on th e  p rev io u s  groups th a t  

have been p re se n te d .

The number o f  g e n e ra t io n s  th e  Negroes* a n c e s te r s  have 

been in  th e  United S ta te s  was no t asked because th e  group 

d id  no t know t h i s  in fo rm a tio n . Furtherm ore , t h i s  in fo rm atio n  

was p robab ly  th e  same fo r  most o f th e  in d iv id u a l s .  The e x i s t ­

ence of s la v e r y  and then  th e  d i s r u p t iv e  fo rc e s  o f  th e  C iv i l

c i t y .  Many of th e se  p e rso n n e l have been Negroes.
I t  was p o in te d  out in  Chapter I ,  page 7, th e  e x is te n c e  

of 248 d w e ll in g s .  This does no t in d ic a te  248 f a m i l i e s .  The 
p o l ic e  o f f i c e r s  who a s s i s t e d  th e  au th o r  mentioned t h a t  in  
many in s ta n c e s  more than  one fam ily  re s id e d  in  th e  same house 
or apa rtm en t. C onsequently , more f a m i l ie s  th an  r e s id e n c e s  
were deemed to  be e x i s t in g  in  th e  c i t y .  The policem en f u r t h e r  
mentioned t h a t  th e  Negro p o p u la t io n  was p robab ly  c lo se  to  140U 
in d iv id u a ls .
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War broke fam ily  t i e s .  Consequently , many of th e  Negroes 

a r e  unaware o f  t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  h i s t o r y .

Ages o f  th e  R espondents . The ages of th e  Negroes were 

found to  be grouped predom inan tly  e i t h e r  in  th e  youngest or 

th e  o ld e s t  c a te g o r ie s  t e s t e d .  Twenty-one to  t h i r t y  was th e  

l a r g e s t  a g e -c a te g o ry ,  in c lu d in g  41 .5  p e r  cen t o f th e  i n t e r ­

v iew ees. N ineteen  per  cen t  o f th e  group were between t h i r t y -  

one and f o r t y  y ea rs  o f age ; 13.8 p e r  cen t were fo r ty -o n e  to  

f i f t y  y ea rs  of age ; and 23.4 per  cen t  r e p o r te d  t h a t  th ey  

were over f i f t y  y ea rs  of age .

The age p a t t e r n  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  Negroes su g g es ts  

s e v e ra l  t h in g s .  The youth  o f  th e  resp o n d en ts  may be th e  

r e s u l t  of th e  in f lu x  o f  m i l i t a r y  p e rso n n e l ,  o r i t  could be 

th e  r e s u l t  o f a p o s s ib le  m ig ra t io n  o f  th e  group from th e  

c i t y  du ring  th e  main p ro d u c tiv e  y e a rs .  The age p a t t e r n  

could a l s o  be caused by re - im m ig ra t io n  to  th e  c i t y  p a r t i c u ­

l a r l y  by th e  o ld e r  in d iv id u a l s .  Some of the  o ld e r  respond­

e n ts  remarked t h a t  th ey  had no t l iv e d  in  Cheyenne f o r  many 

y e a r s ,  bu t had moved back to  th e  c i t y  f o r  t h e i r  tw i l i g h t  

y e a rs .

Income and P ro p e r ty  Ownership of th e  N egroes. O bta in ­

ing  in fo rm atio n  about annual income among th e  Negroes was 

q u i te  d i f f i c u l t .  A lthough th e  a c tu a l  number o f  r e f u s a l s  to  

be in te rv iew ed  was very  sm all f o r  th e  group, th e  number of 

r e f u s a l s  to  g iv e  an income was q u i te  la rg e .  Twenty-seven 

p e r  cen t o f  th e  responden ts  d id  no t answer th e  income
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q u e s t io n .  These r e f u s a l s  may have been caused by su sp ic io n s  

o f  th e  m otives of th e  in te rv ie w e r .  The number of w e lfa re  

ca ses  f o r  th e  c i t y  of Cheyenne was not de te rm ined , bu t i t  

.appeared  t h a t  some o f  th e se  p a r t i c u l a r  re sponden ts  were on 

w e lfa re  r o l l s .  On th e  o th e r  hand, th e  in te rv ie w e r  gained 

th e  im pression  t h a t  incomes were exaggerated  by some of th e  

re sp o n d e n ts .^

TABLE VII

INCOME LEVELS OF THE NEGROES 
(By P ercen tag e )

Under $1200 to $2500 to $4000 to Over
$1200 $2500 $4000 $5500 $5500

11.7 17.0 24.5 11.7 7 .4

2. One p a r t i c u l a r  in te rv ie w  which was conducted during  
a weekday a f te rn o o n  found th e  p ro sp e c t iv e  re sponden t a c ro s s  
th e  s t r e e t  washing an au tom obile . The in te rv iew ee  sa id  he 
was c lean in g  th e  ca r  as  a fav o r  f o r  a f r ie n d  who was no t w e l l .  
When th e  income q u e s t io n  was ask ed , th e re  was a h e s i t a t i o n  
b e fo re  answering th e  q u e s t io n .  He f i n a l l y  responded t h a t  h is  
income was $4000 to  $5500 a y e a r .

Before th e  in te rv ie w  was com pleted, th e  owner of th e  
au tom obile  appeared  and handed th e  responden t a d o l l a r  f o r  
washing i t .  The c o n v e rsa t io n  made i t  very  obvious th e  
responden t had been s t r e t c h in g  th e  t r u t h  bo th  on income earned 
and abou t th e  washing of th e  au tom obile .
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In o rd e r  t h a t  some credence may be p laced  in  th e  income 

p e rce n tag e s  of th e  re sp o n d e n ts ,  th e  census s t a t i s t i c s  on non­

w h ite  in h a b i ta n t s  o f  Laramie County w i l l  be sh o w n . ^ The 

Bureau o f  th e  Census d e f in e s  non-white to  in c lu d e  Negroes, 

American In d ia n s ,  and in d iv id u a ls  w ith  A sian d e r iv a t io n s .  

Spanish-Americans or Mexicans a re  no t inc luded  in  t h i s  c a t e ­

gory . They a re  cons idered  C aucasian .^

The non-white p o p u la t io n  in  1960 f o r  Laramie County was 

shown as  1438 in d iv id u a l s .^  The median income of non-white 

f a m i l ie s  f o r  th e  year  1959, as  r e p o r te d ,  was $3 ,966, and th e  

median income on th e  b a s i s  o f  897 p e rso n s ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  sex , 

was $2 ,156 .^  The census d a ta ,  a l th o u g h  embracing persons  

o th e r  th a n  Negroes, may be cons idered  somewhat r e p r e s e n ta ­

t i v e  of th e  Negro p eo p le .  For th e  e n t i r e  county in  1960 

th e re  were 1096 Negroes, a number which was 76 per  ce n t  o f 

th e  non-w hite p o p u la t io n .

While many of th e  re sponden ts  were u n w il l in g  to  r e v e a l  

t h e i r  income, they  would answer th e  q u e s t io n  concern ing  p ro ­

p e r ty  ow nership . Only 3 .2  per  cen t o f  th e  responden ts  

re fu se d  to  say w hether th e y  owned any p ro p e r ty .  The e x te n t  

o f  au tom obile  ownership was low f o r  th e  group. Tw enty-six

3. Cheyenne, Wyoming, i s  th e  county  s e a t  o f  Laramie 
County.

4. United S ta te s  Bureau o f  th e  Census, op. c i t . ,  p . xx.

5. I b i d . . p . 111. 6. I b i d . . p . 112.
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p e r  cen t of th e  responden ts  s a id  they  owned au to m o b ile s .

R eal e s t a t e  ownership , however, was q u i te  h igh  s in c e  68 per 

ce n t  of th e  group s a id  they  owned some form of r e a l  e s t a t e .

Of th e  Negroes in te rv ie w e d , 21.3 per cen t adm itted  to  p o s­

s e s s io n  o f  in v es tm en ts ,  w hile  20.2 per cen t s a id  they  d id  

no t own any of th e  forms of p ro p e r ty  l i s t e d  on th e  schedu le .

Comparing th e  income responses  w ith  th e  degree o f  p rop ­

e r ty  ownership t h a t  th e  Negroes r e p o r te d ,  one n o t ic e s  t h a t  

r e a l  e s t a t e  p ro p e r ty  ownership i s  h igh  w ith  reg a rd  to  income. 

I t  must be no ted , however, t h a t  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  a re a  of 

Cheyenne in  which th e  Negroes l iv e  i s  a m arg ina l a re a  in  

terms o f  r e a l - e s t a t e  v a lu e s .  In  f a c t ,  acco rd ing  to  zoning 

maps of th e  c i t y ,  much o f  th e  a re a  in h a b ite d  by th e  Negroes 

i s  zoned f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  o r b u s in e ss  u se .

Automobile ownership by th e  group r e f l e c t s  to  a g r e a t  

e x te n t  th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  dw elling  p la c e s .  The lo c a t io n  o f  

main neighborhood of th e  Negroes a d ja c e n t  to  th e  b u s in e ss  and 

i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t io n  of th e  c i t y  a l low s th e  r e s id e n t s  to  walk 

on ly  s h o r t  d i s ta n c e s  to  o b ta in  th e  n ecessa ry  goods and s e r ­

v ic e s .  C onsequently , th e  need fo r  au tom obiles  i s  reduced .

E d u ca tio n a l A tta inm en ts  of th e  R espondents . The educa­

t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f th e  Negro re sp o n d en ts  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  a 

low socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n  of a m in o r i ty  group in  a low

7. Zoning Map o f  th e  C ity  of Cheyenne, Wyoming, Revised 
e d i t i o n ,  January  1, 1964.
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s o c ia l  c l a s s  p o s i t io n .  A m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts - -5 7 .6  

p er  c e n t - - s a id  they  had not been g raduated  from h igh  schoo l. 

The f a c t  t h a t  high school g ra d u a te s  c o n s t i tu t e d  34 per cen t 

of th e  group l e f t  a very  sm all m in o r i ty  who had had some 

e d u c a t io n a l  experience  beyond th e  secondary l e v e l .

There were 4 .3  per  cen t of the  t o t a l  number o f  respond­

e n ts  who sa id  they  had ach ieved  up to  two y ea rs  o f co l leg e  

t r a i n i n g .  Another 4 .3  per cen t r e p o r te d  they  were co l le g e  

g ra d u a te s .  Only two responden ts  sa id  they  had achieved  some 

p r o fe s s io n a l  o r t r a d e - s c h o o l  t r a i n i n g .  I t  was ap p a re n t in  

co n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  p r o fe s s io n a l  o r  t r a d e - s c h o o l  response  

t h a t  some of th e  responden ts  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  m i l i t a r y  

d id  no t c o n s id e r  the  s p e c ia l  t r a i n i n g  provided by th e  A ir  

Force as  p r o f e s s io n a l  or t r a d e - s c h o o l  t r a in i n g .

The e d u c a tio n a l  l e v e l  of th e  Negro group was low and 

corresponded w ith  th e  low degree of income re c e iv e d  by the  

group. The socio-econom ic le v e l  as  re p o r te d  by th e  respond­

e n ts  was low. This was co rro b o ra ted  by o th e r  so u rc e s .

P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  of th e  Negroes

The p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of th e  Negroes as re p o r te d  

by th e  persons in te rv iew ed  was ex trem ely  low. F if ty -o n e  per 

c e n t  of a l l  o f  th e  responden ts  s a id  th e y  were l e g a l l y  

r e g i s t e r e d  to  v o te .  One responden t s a id  she was r e g i s t e r e d ,  

b u t she re fu se d  to  name her p a r ty  a f f i l i a t i o n .
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Based on a l l  o f th e  re sp o n se s ,  th e  Democratic p a r ty  led 

th e  l i s t  o f r e g i s t r a n t s  w ith  38.3 per  c e n t .  The R epublican 

p a r ty  was th e  p o l i t i c a l  choice of 7 .5  per  cen t o f th e  i n t e r ­

v iew ees , and 4 .3  per cen t sa id  th ey  were r e g i s t e r e d  as 

Independents.®

Voting P a r t i c i p a t i o n . The v o tin g  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  group 

based on th e  t o t a l  number of resp o n d en ts  was very  low because 

o f  th e  low degree of r e g i s t r a t i o n .  The fo llow ing  ta b le  shows 

th e  v o tin g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of th e  Negroes but does no t inc lude  

th e  u n re g is te re d  resp o n d en ts  in  th e  p e rce n tag e s .

TABLE V III

VOTING PARTICIPATION OF THE NEGROES 
(Based on 48 r e g i s t r a n t s .  By P ercen tage)

Types of E le c t io n s
Response C a teg o rie s  ~ 

ALL HALF . FEW NONE

C ity  E le c t io n s 54.1 22.9 16.7 4.2

Primary E le c t io n s 43.7 29.1 8.3 18.7

G eneral E le c t io n s 60.3 18.7 14.6 6.2

8. Since th e  l im i t a t i o n s  of th e  Wyoming s t a t u t e s  do n 
no t a l low  m i l i t a r y  p e rso n n e l s t a t io n e d  in  th e  s t a t e  to  g a in  
le g a l  re s id e n c e  r e q u ire d  fo r  v o tin g  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  th e  degree 
o f  v o tin g  w i l l  appear to  be q u i te  low. Wyoming Compiled 
S t a t u t e s . 1957. Cumulative Supplem ent. 1963. 22-118 .3 . I t  
i s  th e  op in io n  o f  th e  au th o r  th a t  by excluding  th e  m i l i t a r y  
a f f i l i a t e d  re sp o n d e n ts ,  th e  v o tin g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  would app ro ­
xim ate 60 per  cent} which i s  s t i l l  a very  poor p ercen tage  
o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n .
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Judged by th e  p e rce n tag e s  on v o tin g  a c t i v i t y ,  th e  v o ting  

p a t t e r n  i s  i r r e g u l a r .  The group shows a d ip  in  v o tin g  from 

th e  c i t y  e l e c t io n s  to  th e  p r im a r ie s ,  and then  an in c re a s e  fo r  

th e  g e n e ra l  e l e c t i o n s .  Of th e  th r e e  types  of e l e c t io n s  

measured, th e  prim ary e l e c t io n s  had th e  lowest v o tin g  f r e ­

quency; perhaps th e  group d id  no t c o n s id e r  p r im a r ie s  impor­

t a n t  to  them.

Other Forms of P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i c i p a t i o n . The o th e r  forms 

o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  p a r a l l e l e d  th e  v o tin g  frequency  of 

th e  group. T h re e - fo u r th s  of th e  responden ts  s a id  th ey  had 

never made any type of c o n t r ib u t io n  to  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty .  

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  th e  responden ts  who sa id  they  had c o n t r ib u te d  

bo th  money and work were g r e a t e r  in  number th an  those  who had 

c o n t r ib u te d  e i t h e r  money or work. Five per cen t o f  th e  t o t a l  

re sp o n d en ts  sa id  they  had c o n t r ib u te d  money a t  some time to  a 

p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty .  Another 5 per  cen t had c o n t r ib u te d  work; 

w hereas, 6 .4  per cen t sa id  they  had c o n t r ib u te d  bo th  money 

and work.

A ttendance a t  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s  as  a form of p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was somewhat h ig h e r  than  c o n t r ib u t io n s .  T h i r ty -  

f iv e  per  cen t o f th e  group re p o r te d  a t te n d in g  a t  l e a s t  one 

p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  r a l l y .  Of s ig n i f i c a n c e ,  though, was th e  f a c t  

t h a t  th e  p ercen tage  of a t te n d a n c e  in c re ased  in  p ro p o r t io n  to  

th e  number o f  r a l l i e s  a t te n d e d .  In o th e r  w ords, th e re  was a 

l a r g e r  p e rcen tag e  of a t te n d a n ce  a t  f iv e  or more r a l l i e s  than  

a t  one to  two r a l l i e s  o r  a t  th r e e  to  f iv e  r a l l i e s .  Seven

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

56

and f o u r - te n th s  per cen t had a t te n d e d  one or two r a l l i e s ,  

and an o th e r  7 .4  per cen t had a t te n d e d  th re e  to  f iv e  r a l l i e s .  

The p ercen tage  of th o se  a t te n d in g  f iv e  o r  more r a l l i e s  was 

10 . 6 .
With reg a rd  to  th e  rem aining forms of p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  

th r e e  responden ts  re p o r te d  th ey  had s igned  a nom inating p e t i ­

t i o n ,  and one person sa id  he had been a d e le g a te  to  a s t a t e  

p o l i t i c a l  conven tion . Three o th e r  responden ts  had been, or 

were c u r r e n t ly ,  p r e c in c t  committeemen. One woman remarked 

t h a t  she had been a c t iv e  in  Chicago, I l l i n o i s ,  but t h a t  she 

was no t now a c t iv e  in  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s .  The in d iv id u a l  who 

had been a d e le g a te  to  a s t a t e  conven tion  d id  so when he was 

a r e s id e n t  o f Colorado.

As a s i d e l i g h t  to  th e  in te rv ie w in g ,  one woman sa id  she 

was a t  p r e s e n t  a R epublican  p r e c in c t  committeewoman, bu t to  

th e  in te rv ie w e r  she expressed  d e f i n i t e  Democratic p a r ty  le a n ­

ings to  th e  e x te n t ,  a f t e r  being as su re d  t h a t  her name would 

be c o n f id e n t i a l ,  o f co n f id in g  t h a t  she would vo te  fo r  Hr. 

Johnson in  November i f  he were nominated.

O v e ra l l ,  the  Negroes d id  no t show a s i g n i f i c a n t  degree 

of p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  In some in s ta n c e s  th e  im pression  was 

g iven  by th e  responden ts  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  was something fo r  

someone e l s e  and not f o r  them. In s h o r t ,  th e  group showed a 

g r e a t  amount of apa thy  toward p o l i t i c s  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .
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A t t i t u d e s  of th e  Negroes

The e s t im a t io n  o f  th e  a t t i t u d e s  of th e  Negroes was accom 

p l is h e d  in  th e  same manner as f o r  th e  o th e r  groups r e p o r te d  

in  th e  p rev io u s  c h a p te r s .

Types of R esponses. An a p p a l l in g  la ck  o f  knowledge was 

noted on some of th e  is s u e s  p re se n te d  to  th e  group. Some of 

th e  i s s u e s ,  however, re c e iv e d  low "no knowledge" re sp o n se s ,  

bu t th e re  a re  doubts concern ing  th e  a c tu a l  knowledge re p o r te d  

by th e  responden ts  (See Table IX).

TABLE IX
ATTITUDES OF THE NEGROES ON 

SELECTED POLITICAL ISSUES 
(By P ercen tag e )

Med
i

ca re

R ight
to

Work

Fed.a id 
to  

educ.

Labor
Union
A ctiv .

C i t ie s
M ill

Levies

Reappor­
t i o n ­
ment

S tro n g ly
Agree 12.7 1.1 10.6 0 . 0 . 0 .
Agree 76.6 33.0 76.6 48.9 23.4 11.7

D isagree 2 .1 27.7 2 .1 21.3 2 .1 8 .5

S tro n g ly
D isagree 0 . 19.1 0 . 2 .1 0 . 1.1

No
Knowledge 8.5 18.1 10.6 27.7 72.3 76.6

The f a c t  t h a t  m edicare p ro p o sa l ,  a s  i t  was p re se n ted  to  

th e  group , drew th e  l a r g e s t  p e rcen tage  o f  responses  in d ic a te d  

knowledge of th e  i s s u e .  An ex trem ely  low per cen t o f th e
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r e s p o n d e n ts - -2 .1 per c e n t - -d is a g re e d  w ith  t h i s  s ta te m e n t.

The name of th e  l a t e  p r e s id e n t  was inc luded  in  th e  s ta te m e n t ,  

and i t s  in c lu s io n ,  a s  has been no ted , may have a f f e c te d  th e  

re sp o n se s .

I t  w i l l  be shown in  th e  nex t s e c t io n  t h a t  th e  b ro th e r  

o f  th e  l a t e  p r e s id e n t  i s  w e ll  l ik e d  by th e  Negro m in o r i ty  

a f a c t  which may in d ic a te  fondness fo r  th e  Kennedy fam ily .

In a d d i t io n ,  some o f  the  responden ts  remarked t h a t  any th ing  

having to  do w ith  th e  Kennedys or any th ing  th e  Kennedys 

favored  was ag re e a b le  w ith  them.

F ed era l  a id  to  ed u ca tio n  was an o th e r  is s u e  which was 

w idely  known. Like th e  m edicare p ro p o sa l ,  t h i s  is s u e  had a 

h igh  percen tag e  of "ag ree"  and " s t ro n g ly  ag ree"  re sp o n s e s - -  

76.6 per  cen t  and 12.7 per ce n t  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  The resp o n d ­

e n ts  seemed to  be in  fav o r  of any th ing  which would p rovide 

a id  in  any form fo r  th e  s t a t e s ;  and, s in c e  f e d e r a l  a id  f o r  

ed u ca tio n  inc luded  a id  to  Wyoming, th e  Negroes were s t r o n g ly  

in  fav o r  o f  such a s s i s t a n c e .

The right-to-^w ork law in  Wyoming rec e iv ed  a vary ing  

degree of re sp o n se s .  The s ta tem en t drew a c o n s id e ra b le  num­

ber  of " d is a g re e "  re sp o n se s .  From th e  34.1 p e r  c e n t  "ag ree"  

responses  i t  would seem t h a t  th e  m in o r i ty  group was s p l i t  as  

to  th e  wisdom of th e  measure; however, from th e  in te rv iew s  

i t  was r e a d i ly  ap p a ren t t h a t  many of th e  responden ts  equated  

th e  r ig h t - to -w o rk  law w ith  c i v i l  r i g h t s  r a th e r  th a n  w ith  

non-requ irem ent of la b o r  un ion  membership. In  o th e r  words,
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viewing th e  is su e  from th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f a c i v i l  r i g h t ,  the 

responden ts  were ag ree in g  t h a t  th ey  should have th e  r i g h t  to  

have a job .

The q u e s t io n  concerning  g r e a t e r  a c t i v i t y  of la b o r  unions 

in  p o l i t i c s  rece iv ed  a l a r g e r  p ercen tage  of nno knowledge" 

r e s p o n s e s - -2 7 .7 per c e n t - - th a n  th e  r ig h t - to -w o rk  i s s u e .

There appeared  to  be a genuine degree of sympathy w ith  lab o r  

u n io n s . Only 16 per cen t o f  th e  Negroes sa id  they  belonged 

to  la b o r  u n io n s ,  y e t  48 per cen t agreed  t h a t  th e  unions 

should be more a c t iv e  p o l i t i c a l l y .  I t  may be no ted , however, 

t h a t  th e re  were some responden ts  who were vehement in  t h e i r  

f e e l in g s  a g a in s t  la b o r  u n io n s .  In th e se  in d iv id u a l  c a s e s ,  

i t  appeared th e  persons were b i t t e r  because they  had been 

d is c r im in a te d  a g a in s t  by th e  un ions .

The two rem aining a t t i t u d e  s ta te m e n ts  on th e  schedule 

had h igh  degrees  of "no knowledge" re sp o n se s .  Both th e  

c a l l i n g  o f  a s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  of th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  con­

s id e r  c i t i e s '  ta x  s t r u c t u r e s  and th e  reapportionm en t s t a t e ­

ment gained more "ag ree"  responses  t h a t  " d is a g re e "  r e s p o n s e s - -  

23 .4  per  ce n t and 11.7 per  cen t ag ree in g  w ith  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  

s ta te m e n ts .

I t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  th e  re a d e r  should be c ircum spec t in  

i n t e r p r e t in g  th e  d a ta  because th e re  was an ap p a re n t la c k  of 

in fo rm a tio n  abou t th e  i s s u e s .  There was a d e f i n i t e  la ck  of 

knowledge on a l l  o f th e  s ta tem en ts  a l th o u g h , in  some in s ta n c e s ,  

th e  answers g iven  seemed to  in d ic a te  some knowledge about th e
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i s s u e .  Many o f  the  Negro responden ts  had a d i f f i c u l t  time 

keeping c i v i l  r i g h t s  from c o lo r in g  t h e i r  responses  to  every  

is s u e .  C iv i l  r i g h t s  as  a s e p a ra te  is s u e  in  Cheyenne seemed 

to  be n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  a l th o u g h  th e  is s u e  has been p re v a le n t  in  

o th e r  re g io n s  o f  th e  United S ta te s  and a i r e d  e x te n s iv e ly  by 

th e  communications media. I t  was ap p a ren t t h a t  th e  respond­

e n ts  were keen ly  aware of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  C onsequently , some 

amount o f  c o lo r a t io n  w ith  reg a rd  to  re sp o n ses  on o th e r  s t a t e ­

ments was n a t u r a l .

P o l i t i c a l  P re fe re n c e s  o f  th e  Negro Respondents

The Negro responden ts  were ex trem ely  u n fa m il ia r  w ith  th e  

names of th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  c a n d id a te s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e .

The only  name w ith  which th e  responden ts  were a c tu a l ly  f a m i l ­

i a r  o th e r  th a n  th e  name of Kennedy was t h a t  o f  P re s id e n t  

Johnson. Some of th e  o th e r  names seemed to  have been heard 

by th e  re sp o n d e n ts .  The s l i g h t  f a m i l i a r i t y  t h a t  was shown 

was p r im a r i ly  in  connection  w ith  th e  Democratic p a r ty  names 

used on th e  schedu le .

The incumbent, Lyndon Johnson, drew th e  most responses  

of anyone on th e  sch ed u le ,  bu t he was c lo s e ly  fo llow ed in  

th e  number o f  responses  by th e  A tto rn ey -G en e ra l ,  Robert 

Kennedy. These in fo rm al v o te s  were among th e  many in d ic a ­

t io n s  t h a t  th e  name of Kennedy was w e l l  l ik e d  in  th e  Negro 

community.

The query concerning a choice fo r  th e  R epublican  p a r t y ' s  

nom ination d e f i n i t e l y  p o in te d  ou t th e  la c k  of knowledge the
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responden ts  had about th e  in d iv id u a l  names on th e  schedu le .

I t  i s  conceded t h a t  some resp o n d en ts  would no t su p p o rt a 

R epublican  under any c ircu m stan ce , but th e  f a c t  t h a t  57.4 

per  cen t o f a l l  o f th e  responden ts  chose th e  "none” response  

in d ic a te d  a l s o  a la ck  of knowledge of th e  names used on th e  

sc h e d u le .

Commitment to  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  in  th e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  

ra c e  by th e  Negro responden ts  was d e f i n i t e .  The in d iv id u a ls  

knew which p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  they  fav o red , even though they  

might no t know t h a t  p a r t y ' s  ca n d id a te  or th e  opposing p a r t y ' s  

c a n d id a te .

Measurement o f  p re fe re n c e s  fo r  th e  United S ta te s  sen a ­

t o r i a l  ra c e  in  Wyoming fo r  1964 re v e a le d  t h a t  th e  responden ts  

were no t f a m i l i a r  w ith  names on th e  s t a t e  l e v e l .  The one 

name which drew more responses  than  any o th e r  was th e  name 

of th e  incumbent, Gale McGee, bu t even th e  name o f  McGee d id  

no t g a in  a h igh  p ercen tage  of responses?  48.9 per  cen t 

responded f o r  Mr. McGee. T h i r ty - e ig h t  per cen t o f  th e  i n t e r ­

viewees r e p l i e d  they  would no t support anyone f o r  th e  p o s i t io n .

The n a t io n a l  p o s i t io n s  were th e  only  ones t e s t e d  w ith  th e  

group. I t  seems p robab le  t h a t ,  i f  s t a t e  o f f i c e s  had been 

inc luded  on th e  sch ed u le ,  the  r a t i o  of "no knowledge" 

responses  would have been ex trem ely  high.

Summary

The p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of th e  Negroes p a r a l l e l e d  
t h e i r  socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n  in  being q u i te  low. I t  was
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TABLE X

PREFERENCES OF THE NEGROES FOR 
VARIOUS PARTY CANDIDATES 

(By P ercen tage)

P o te n t i a l  Republican  P a r ty  Nominees

George Romney 2 .1
W illiam  Scran ton  0.
R ichard  Nixon 6 .4
Nelson R o c k e fe l le r  29.8
Barry  Goldwater 3 .2
None 57.4
No Answer 1.0

P o te n t l a l  Democratic P a r ty  Nominees

Lyndon Johnson 52.1
Wayne Horse 0.
R obert Kennedy 37.2
A d la i Stevenson 3 .2
None 7 .4
No Answer 0.

Choice Between th e  Nominees o f  th e  Two P a r t i e s

Democratic P a r ty  83.0
R epublican  P a r ty  8.5
No Answer 8 .5

United S ta te s  S e n a to r ia l  Race 1964

Thyra Thomson 3 .2
John Wold 0.
G. D. Humphrey 1 .0

found t h a t  Negroes who were e l i g i b l e  to  vo te  d id  no t do so 

as  o f te n  as  p o s s ib le .  When th e  in te rv ie w s  were being con­

d u c ted , apa thy  seemed to  be a pervading  fo rce  th roughout

W illiam  H arrison  
Gale McGee 
None
No Answer

4 .3  
48.9 
38.3

4 .3
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th e  group perm eating bo th  r e g i s t e r e d  and u n re g is te re d  respond­

e n t s .  This apa thy  was a l s o  ev id e n t  w ith  regard  to  is s u e s  both 

on th e  s t a t e  and n a t io n a l  l e v e l ,  and i t  extended to  a l l  p o l i t i  

c a l  compaigns examined by th e  sch ed u le .

The i n e r t i a  o f th e  group i s  compounded by the  f a c t  t h a t  

p o l i t i c a l  ca n d id a te s  do not a t tem p t to  a c q u a in t  th e  r a c i a l  

group w ith  o f f i c e s ,  i s s u e s ,  or any th ing  e l s e .  Lack of 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r e s u l t s  in  n e g le c t  

o f th e  group by a s p i r in g  p o l i t i c i a n s .  The h e a r t  o f  th e  p rob­

lem may l i e  h e re .  The Negroes a re  no t viewed as a fo rb id d in g  

fo rc e  p o l i t i c a l l y  i f  th ey  a re  " l e f t  a lo n e ."  One r a t h e r  s t i n g ­

ing comment was made by a w hite  member of th e  Cheyenne p o l ic e  

fo rc e  when th e  groundwork was being la id  fo r  th e  s tudy .

"D on 't go out and s t i r  them u p I"  "They a re  q u ie t  now, so 

d o n ' t  b o th e r  them l" expressed  th e  se n tim e n t.  This seems to  

be th e  a t t i t u d e  in  many p a r t s  o f th e  United S ta te s  t o d a y - - i f  

th e  group i s  sm a ll ,  i n e f f e c tu a l  and a p a th e t i c ,  " d o n 't  b o the r  

them ."
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CHAPTER V

COMPARISON OF THE MINORITY AND MAJORITY GROUPS 

IN LARAMIE, WYOMING

In th e  p rev io u s  c h a p te r s ,  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  

m in o r i ty  and m a jo r i ty  groups of Laramie were cons idered  

s e p a r a te ly .  The purpose of t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  to  compare the  

two groups and show any d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  may e x i s t  between 

them.

Comparison of th e  Socio-Economic S i tu a t io n s

There i s  a d i s p a r a te  socio-econom ic and s o c i a l - c l a s s  

s i t u a t i o n  of th e se  two g roups. The d i f f e r e n c e s  were found 

to  e x i s t  in  a l l  o f  th e  socio-econom ic v a r ia b le s  t e s t e d  on 

th e  sch ed u le .

G enera tion  H a b i t a t io n . The le n g th  of time th e  f a m i l ie s  

o f th e  groups have been in  th e  United S ta te s  may p a r t i a l l y  

e x p la in  th e  economic and s o c ia l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between th e  two 

g roups. The m a jo r i ty  group has had a longer p e r io d  o f  

r e s id e n c y  than  the  Spanish-A m ericans. Thus, th e  m a jo r i ty  

group has been ab le  to  e s t a b l i s h  i t s e l f  as  th e  dom inating 

fo rc e  in  th e  c i t y .

The f i r s t  g e n e ra t io n  ca teg o ry  on th e  schedu le  was th e  

response  o f  7 .6  per c e n t  of th e  m in o r i ty  group w h ile  on ly  

3 per  cen t o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  gave t h i s  resp o n se . L ikew ise,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

65

th e  m in o r i ty  group had a h ig h e r  p e rcen tag e  in  th e  second 

g e n e ra t io n  response  ca teg o ry .  The m in o r i ty  group re p o r te d  

25.8  per  ce n t  and th e  m a jo r i ty  group re p o r te d  19.8 p e r  c e n t .  

The t h i r d  g e n e ra t io n  responses  rev e rse d  th e  o rd e r  o f  impor­

ta n c e .  F o r ty - th r e e  and s i x - t e n t h s  per  cen t o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  

group s a id  t h e i r  f a m i l ie s  had re s id e d  in  th e  U nited S ta te s  

th r e e  g e n e r a t io n s ; w hereas, th e  m in o r i ty  group response  was 

27.3 per c e n t .

The f o u r th  g e n e ra t io n  was th e  response  o f  18.8 p e r  cen t 

o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  group, w h ile  th e  p ercen tage  o f  th e  Spanish- 

Americans was 12 .1 . The ca teg o ry  of more th an  fo u r  g e n e ra ­

t io n s  was r e v e r s e d ,  however, w ith  th e  Spanish-Americans 

having more re sp o n d e n ts .  This p e rcen tage  was 2 7 .3 ,  and the  

m a jo r i ty  group was 12.9 p e r  c e n t .

With th e  ex cep tio n  of th e  o v e r - fo u r  g e n e ra t io n  c a te g o ry ,  

th e  Spanish-Americans a r e  a more r e c e n t  group on th e  s o c ia l  

scene o f  th e  United S ta te s  th an  th e  m a jo r i ty  n o n -e th n ic  group.

Ages o f  th e  Groups. The ages of th e  resp o n d en ts  a l s o  

showed c o n s id e ra b le  d i f f e r e n c e s  between th e  two g roups. The 

Spanish-Americans r e p o r te d  c o n s id e ra b ly  younger ages than  

th e  non -m inority  group. S ix ty - s ix  per  cen t o f  th e  m in o r i ty  

responden ts  r e p o r te d  ages under f o r t y  yea rs  o f  age , w h ile  a 

m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  non-Spanish-Am ericans had ages over f o r t y  

y e a r s - -5 4 .5  p e r  cen t Furtherm ore , th e  l a r g e s t  age group 

f o r  th e  Spanish-Americans was th e  t h i r ty - o n e  to  f o r ty  age
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c a te g o ry ,  w h ile  th e  m a jo r i ty  g ro u p 's  l a r g e s t  age ca teg o ry  

was over f i f t y  yea rs  of age.

Age by i t s e l f  would no t n e c e s s a r i ly  make a d i f f e r e n c e  

between th e  economic and s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  the  two groups} 

bu t ed u ca tio n  could be, and o f te n tim e s  i s ,  a c o n t r ib u t in g  

f a c t o r  to  d i s p a r a te  socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n s .

E d u ca tio n a l A tta in m e n ts . I t  seems to  be an und ispu ted  

f a c t  today t h a t  ed uca tion  i s  a d e f i n i t e  f a c to r  in  de term in ing  

th e  socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n  o f  people a l th o u g h  th e re  a re  

in d iv id u a ls  who have h igh  e d u c a t io n a l  le v e ls  bu t do no t show 

an average or above-average socio-econom ic p o s i t io n .  Con­

v e r s e ly ,  some people w ith  s h o r t  form al ed u ca tio n s  have become 

q u i te  s u c c e s s fu l  econom ically .

In th e  case  of Laramie, and th e  two groups s tu d ie d ,  

ed u c a tio n  has p layed a d e f i n i t e  r o le  in  de term in ing  th e  

socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l .  The e d u c a t io n a l  

l e v e l  o f th e  Spanish-American group was much lower than  t h a t  

o f  o th e r  c i t i z e n s  of Laramie. Very few of th e  Spanish- 

American g r o u p - - le s s  than  2 p e r  c e n t- -h a d  a t te n d e d  c o l le g e ,  

w h ile  a la rg e  number of th e  m a jo r i ty  group re sp o n d e n ts - -1 9 .8  

p e r  c e n t- -h a d  had c o l le g e  ex p e r ie n ce .  On the  b a s i s  o f educa­

t i o n  a lo n e ,  i t  could be expected t h a t  th e  income le v e l s  o f  

th e  two groups would be q u i te  d i f f e r e n t .

Income and P ro p e r ty  Ownership. From th e  re sp o n ses  of 

th e  in te rv ie w e e s ,  th e re  was a wide d i f f e re n c e  in  th e  income
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l e v e l s  o f  th e  two groups. A ra a jo r i ty - -6 2 .4  per  c e n t - - o f  th e  

non-Spanish-Am erleans s a id  th e y  had annual Incomes in  excess  

o f  $4000 per  y ea r  w hile  a m a jo r i ty  of th e  Spanish-American 

r e s p o n d e n ts - -8 0 .3 p e r  c e n t - - r e p o r te d  incomes l e s s  than  $4000 

a n n u a l ly .  The l a r g e s t  s in g le  income response  ca teg o ry --5 3  

p er  c e n t - - f o r  th e  Spanish-Americans was th e  income o f  $2500 

to  $4000 a y e a r .  On the  o th e r  hand, th e  l a r g e s t  income 

response  c a te g o r y - - 3 9 .6 per c e n t - - f o r  th e  m a jo r i ty  group was 

over $5500 a y ea r .

R e la t in g  income to  p ro p e r ty  ownership as  a s in g le  f a c t o r  

by i t s e l f  would n o t  show a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  between 

th e  two g roups. In th e  p ro p e r ty  ownership c a te g o r ie s  

inc luded  on th e  sch ed u le , no a t tem p t was made to  determ ine 

p ro p e r ty  v a lu e s  of th e  r e s p e c t iv e  g roups. A v i s u a l  a n a ly s i s  

o f  th e  a re a s  of th e  c i t y  does show d i f f e r e n c e s  between th e  

p ro p e r ty  v a lu es  o f  th e  groups being s tu d ie d .

The m a jo r i ty  group re p o r te d  a h igher  degree of p ro p e r ty  

ownership than  th e  Spanish-A m ericans, bu t th e  d i f f e r e n c e  was 

no t s i g n i f i c a n t .  The major d i f f e r e n c e s  between th e  groups 

econom ically  and s o c i a l l y  appeared to  be income and e d u c a tio n . 

The schedu le  d id  no t c o n ta in  s ta te m en ts  measuring th e  respond­

e n t s 1 p e r s o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  towards th e  o th e r  g roup , bu t th e re  

were s ig n s  of th e  e x is te n c e  of group d i f f e r e n c e s  which were 

not based on economics a lo n e .

The lo c a t io n  of th e  homes of th e  groups seemed to  e v i ­

dence t a c i t  s e g re g a t io n .  A lthough some Spanish-Americans
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r e s id e d  in  non-Span ish-neighborhoods, a d iv id in g  l i n e  could 

be p laced  e a s i l y  between th e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a re a s  of th e  c i t y .  

N o tic eab ly , t h i s  l i n e  to  a g r e a t  e x te n t  i s  contiguous w ith  

th e  r a i l r o a d  yards  se rv in g  th e  c i t y .

Comparison o f  th e  P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i c i p a t i o n

Com paratively l i t t l e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  can be drawn from th e  

r e p o r te d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f th e  two groups. I t  i s  

s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t ,  a l th o u g h  i t  might be expected  t h a t  th e  

Spanish-Americans would not be p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e ,  th e  

re v e rs e  was t r u e .

Both th e  Spanish-Americans and th e  non-Spanish-Americans 

had very  h igh  v o ting  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p e rc e n ta g e s .  With th e  

m in o r i ty  group , t h i s  f a c t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  According to  

V. 0. Key in  h is  book P o l i t i c s . P a r t i e s  and P re ssu re  Groups. 

low income and low e d u c a t io n a l  le v e l  o f a group of people 

w i l l  be b a r r i e r s  to  h igh  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y . ^  The Span ish- 

Americans e x h ib i t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  co u n te r  to  t h i s  in fo rm a tio n .

The Spanish  Americans re p o r te d  no t on ly  a h igh  v o te r  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  b u t a l s o  a rea so n ab ly  h igh  v o tin g  frequency . 

A lthough th e  m a jo r i ty  group was h ig h e r  in  i t s  v o tin g  f r e ­

quency th a n  th e  Spanish-A m ericans, t h i s  m in o r i ty  group

1. Key, o£. c i t . ,  pp. 633-634.
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p a t t e r n  o f  v o tin g  was d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  o f  o th e r  low so c io -
9

economic groups in  th e  s tudy  and in  th e  United S t a t e s .

Other Forms o f  P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i c i p a t i o n . Other forms 

o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  showed some d i f f e r e n c e s  between 

th e  two s e t s  o f  re sp o n d en ts .  The m a jo r i ty  group , having 

h ig h e r  income l e v e l s ,  were more w i l l i n g  to  c o n t r ib u te  to  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  th an  th e  m in o r i ty  re sp o n d e n ts .  This 

f in d in g  may be warped to  some e x t e n t ,  however, because th e  

Spanish-Americans seemed to  be unaware o f  la b o r  u n io n 's  

" e d u c a t io n a l  fu n d s ."  I f  t h i s  f a c t  had been recogn ized  by 

th e  Spanish-A m ericans, th e  m in o r i ty  group might have shown 

a h igher  percen tag e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r ib u t io n s  th an  th e  

m a jo r i ty  group.

A ttendance a t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  r a l l i e s  as  ano ther  form 

o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  was found to  be s im i la r  f o r  th e  two 

g roups. In bo th  in s t a n c e s ,  th e  p ercen tage  o f  responden ts  

no t a t te n d in g  any p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s  was near th e  50 per  cen t 

mark. A lthough th e  a t ten d a n ce  a t  r a l l i e s  was s im i la r  f o r  th e  

two g roups , th e  m a jo r i ty  group tended to  be somewhat more 

a c t iv e  in  ho ld ing  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  o f f i c e s  .

2* I b i d : A rthu r  J .  V id ich  and Joseph Bensman, Small 
Town in  Mass S o c ie ty . (New York: Doubleday and Company,
I n c . , “1 9 5 8 ) ,  p. 71; C lin to n  R o s s i t e r ,  P a r t i e s  and P o l i t i c s  
in  America. ( I th a c a ,  New York: C o rn e ll  U n iv e rs i ty  J’r e s s ,
T?6d), p . 32 j E. E. S c h a t ts c h n e id e r , The Sem i-Sovereign 
People . (New York: H o lt ,  R in e h a r t  and W inston, i9 6 0 ) ,  p.
113 f o r  b ib l io g ra p h y  o f  o th e r  v o tin g  s tu d ie s .
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Other d i f f e r e n c e s  were n o tc e a b le  reg a rd in g  th e  p o l i t i ­

c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of the  in d iv id u a l  members o f  th e  two 

g roups. Those responden ts  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  group who were 

p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t iv e  were more o f te n  in  p a r ty  le a d e rs h ip  

p o s i t io n s  than  were th e  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t iv e  Spanish-A m ericans. 

These d i f f e r e n c e s  seem to  be a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  f a c t o r s  r e l a t e d  

to  socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n s .

Comparison of A t t i t u d e s  of th e  Two Groups

A comparison of the  a t t i t u d i n a l  responses  of th e  two 

groups p o in ts  out very  d i s t i n c t l y  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  as  to  

ed u c a tio n  and income l e v e l s .  The f a c t  t h a t  th e  m in o r i ty  

group tended to  have h igher  p e rce n tag e s  of "no knowledge" 

resp o n ses  f o r  most i s s u e s  than  th e  m a jo r i ty  group in d ic a te d  

much le s s  awareness o f  th e  m in o r i ty  group abou t p o l i t i c a l  

i s s u e s .  On economic f a c t o r s  a f f e c t in g  them d i r e c t l y ,  however, 

th e  Spanish-Americans were b e t t e r  informed th an  on o th e r  

i s s u e s .

The low p e rcen tag e  o f  "no knowledge" resp o n ses  about 

th §  r ig h t - to -w o rk  s ta tem en t from th e  m in o r i ty  group in d ic a te d  

h igh  p e rso n a l  i n t e r e s t .  The m a jo r i ty  group, many o f  whom 

were not p e r s o n a l ly  a f f e c te d  by th e  r ig h t - to -w o r k  law, seemed 

to  have l e s s  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s u b je c t .  Although th e  m a jo r i ty  

group had a lower p ercen tage  o f  "no knowledge" responses  

th a n  th e  m in o r i ty  group, th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  th e  r i g h t - t o -  

work law w ith  o th e r  s ta tem en ts  in d ic a te d  t h a t  o th e r  is s u e s
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were more im portan t to  th e  m a jo r i ty  group re sp o n d e n ts .  B a s i­

c a l l y ,  though, th e  m a jo r i ty  tended to  have h ig h e r  le v e ls  o f 

knowledge on most of th e  is s u e s  th an  th e  Spanish-Am ericans.

Comparison of P o l i t i c a l  P re fe re n c e s

The in d iv id u a l  p o l i t i c a l  p re fe re n c e s  e x h ib i te d  by the  

two groups showed s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  The m a jo r i ty  group 

was more w i l l i n g  to  make a cho ice  fo r  th e  R epublican  p a r t y ' s  

p r e s i d e n t i a l  nom ination  than  th e  Spanish-A m ericans. A lso , 

th e  cho ices  of th e  two groups fo r  th e  nominee o f  th e  R ep u b li­

can p a r ty  f o r  p r e s id e n t  were d i f f e r e n t .  The m in o r i ty  group 

resp o n d en ts  s e le c te d  th e  name o f  R ichard  Nixon most o f te n ,  

w h ile  th e  m a jo r i ty  group s e le c te d  th e  name o f  Nelson Rocke­

f e l l e r .  At th e  tim e of th e  in te rv ie w s ,  Mr. R o c k e fe l le r  was 

cons idered  to  be th e  p robab le  p a r ty  can d id a te  f o r  p r e s id e n t .

On th e  q u e s t io n  of th e  Democratic p a r t y ' s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  

nominee, th e  groups were in  accord  on th e  in d iv id u a l  fo r  the  

nom ination . The incumbent, Lyndon Johnson, was th e  f i r s t  

cho ice  of bo th  g ro u p s , and R obert Kennedy was th e  second 

ch o ice .

A major d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  two groups was th e  p e r ­

cen tage  of responses  t h a t  s e le c te d  no one fo r  nom ination , 

a f a c t  t h a t  emphasized th e  d i f f e r i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  a f f i l i a ­

t io n s  o f  th e  in te rv ie w e e s .  Since th e  m a jo r i ty  group had a 

c o n s id e ra b ly  h ig h e r  p e rcen tag e  o f  R epublicans than  th e  

m in o r i ty  group t h i s  may e x p la in  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  p ercen tage
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of those  r e fu s in g  to  s e l e c t  a Democratic p a r ty  nominee was 

h ighe r  f o r  th e  m a jo r i ty  group than  f o r  th e  m in o r i ty  group.

The p a r ty  a f f i l i a t i o n  was a f f irm ed  by ask ing  which p a r ty  

th e  responden t would su p p o rt in  th e  November p r e s i d e n t i a l  

e l e c t i o n .  N inety-one per  cen t of th e  Spanish-Americans 

r e p o r te d  they  would su p p o rt  th e  Democratic p a r ty .  The 

m a jo r i ty  group l ik e w ise  in d ic a te d  a p re fe re n c e  f o r  th e  

Democratic p a r ty  bu t th e  p e rc e n ta g e - -6 3 .4  per cen t--w as  not 

so la rg e  a s  f o r  th e  m in o r i ty  group. This i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

s in c e  38 .6  per cen t r e p o r te d  being r e g i s t e r e d  R epublicans 

and only  42 .6  p e r  cen t r e g i s t e r e d  Democrats. O bviously , 

some of th e  R epublicans a re  con tem plating  sw itch in g  p a r t i e s  

fo r  th e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t io n  in  November.

The f in d in g s  from t h i s  s tudy  in d ic a te  a c lo se  race  fo r  

th e  Wyoming se n a te  s e a t .  A lthough th e  m in o r i ty  group was in  

s o l i d  su p p o rt f o r  th e  incumbent, th e  m a jo r i ty  group was 

d iv id e d .  A bare  m a jo r i ty  o f  53.5 p e r  cen t o f  th e  non- 

Spanish-Americans s a id  they  would v o te  fo r  th e  incumbent,

Gale McGee.

The f a c t  t h a t  th e  schedule  co n ta in ed  th e  names of th re e  

r e s id e n t s  o f  Laramie may have a f f e c te d  th e  choice of some of 

th e  re sp o n d e n ts .  Some in te rv ie w e e s  appeared to  have c lo se  

a c q u a in ta n c e sh ip s  w ith  some o f  th e  persons named on th e  

sch ed u le .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  su p p o r t  was g iven  to  the  

ac q u a in tan ce s  more on p e rso n a l  f r ie n d s h ip  l i n e s  th an  fo r  

any o th e r  re aso n . Since th e  p o l i t i c a l  campaign i s  now in
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p ro g re ss  and the  o th e r  names o f  th e  Laramie r e s id e n t s  used 

on th e  schedu le  have been e l im in a te d ,  th e  support f o r  Hr. 

McGee may have s o l i d i f i e d .  T h is ,  however, i s  pure con­

j e c tu r e  on th e  p a r t  o f th e  a u th o r .

Summary

There a re  some g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  between th e  two groups. 

A r a th e r  pronounced socio-econom ic schism  aggrava ted  by 

income and e d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l s  was noted between th e  groups. 

The a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  groups seemed to  correspond w ith  th e  

e d u c a t io n a l  a t ta in m e n ts  of each of th e  groups. Income seems 

to  be th e  prime d e te rm in a n t ,  however, in  a l l  a s p e c ts  o f 

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  excep t v o tin g  b eh av io r .  The s i g n i f i c a n t  

f a c t  about th e  Spanish-Americans was th e  h igh  p e rcen tag e  of 

v o tin g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and th e  h igh  v o tin g  frequency  evidenced 

by th e  group. This s in g le  phenomenon seemed to  be th e  

most im portan t evidence d isco v ered  by th e  s tu d y .
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CHAPTER VI

COMPARISON OF THE SPANISH-AMERICANS IN LARAMIE 

AND THE NEGROES IN CHEYENNE, WYOMING

The form at f o r  t h i s  ch a p te r  w i l l  be s im i la r  to  t h a t  of 

th e  p rev ious  c h a p te r .  This c h a p te r  w i l l  show th e  s i m i l a r i ­

t i e s  or d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s  t h a t  e x i s t  between th e  two m in o r i ty  

g roups , namely, th e  Spanish-Americans in  Laramie and the  

Negroes in  Cheyenne.

Comparison of th e  Socio-Economic S i tu a t io n s

The socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n  of the  two m in o r i ty  groups 

had some very  d i s s im i l a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  D e f in i t e ly  shown 

was th e  h ighe r  socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n  of th e  Spanish- 

Americans in  comparison w ith  th e  Negroes.

Comparison of Age and E d u ca tio n . The ages o f  th e  two 

groups were found to  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t .  The Negroes 

were c o n s id e ra b ly  younger in  age than  th e  Spanish-Americans 

w ith  th e  Negroes showing a d ec rease  in  the  number of in d iv id u a ls  

in  the  m iddle-age c a te g o r ie s .  The Spanish-Americans tended to  

be p redom inate ly  m iddle-aged . The o ld e s t  age ca teg o ry  on th e  

sch ed u le ,  however, showed th e  Negroes having more persons 

over f i f t y  y ea rs  o f  age p ro p o r t io n a te ly  than  th e  Spanish- 

Americans had.
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The two groups were v i r t u a l l y  th e  same in  th e  re p o r te d  

le v e ls  o f ed u ca tio n  a t t a in e d  by th e  re sp o n d e n ts .  The main 

d i f f e r e n c e  noted in  the  e d u c a t io n a l  a t ta in m e n ts  of the  

groups was t h a t  th e  Negroes had a few more re sp o n d en ts  who 

sa id  they  had been g raduated  from c o l le g e .

Comparison o f  Income and P ro p e r ty  Ownership. I t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  to  compare th e  income le v e l s  and th e  amount of 

p ro p e r ty  ownership o f  th e  two groups because many o f  the  

Negroes d e c lin e d  from ignorance o r  d i s i n c l i n a t i o n  to  g ive 

t h e i r  annual incomes. In  t h i s  r e s p e c t  th e  Spanish-Americans 

were very  c o -o p e ra t iv e .  The r e t i c e n c e  of th e  Negroes 

perhaps was caused by w ariness  r e s u l t i n g  from in q u i r i e s  of 

w e lfa re  w orkers.

A second f a c t o r  noted about th e  incomes was t h a t  th e  

Spanish-Americans tended to  r e p o r t  h ig h e r  l e v e l s  o f income 

th a n  th e  Negroes. Table XI shows th e  d i f f e re n c e s  of th e  two 

groups w ith  reg a rd  to  r e p o r te d  incomes and p ro p e r ty  ow nership.

The Spanish-Americans r e p o r te d  a c o n s id e ra b ly  g r e a t e r  

amount o f  p ro p e r ty  ownership than  th e  Negroes. The big 

f a c t o r  was r e a l  e s t a t e  ow nership , which fo r  th e  S pan ish -  

Americans was double t h a t  re p o r te d  by th e  N eg ro es--5 4 .5 

p e r  ce n t  to  26.6 per  c e n t .  Automobile ownership by th e  

Spanish-Americans was a l s p  r e p o r te d ly  h ig h e r ,  a l th o u g h  on 

on ly  by a p ercen tage  o f  7 .8 .
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TABLE XI

COMPARISON OF INCOME AND PROPERTY OWNERSHIP 
OF THE SPANISH-AMERICANS AND NEGROES 

(By P ercen tage)

Spanish-Americans Negroes

Annual Income

Under $1200 7.6 11.7
$1200 to  $2500 19.7 17.0
$2500 to  $4000 53.0 24.5
$4000 to  $5500 10.6 11.7
Over $5500 3.0 7 .4
No Answer 0 . 27.7

P ro p e rty  Ownership

Real E s ta te 54.5 26.6
Automobiles 75.8 68.0
Investm ents* 3 .0 21.3
None 16.7 20.2
No Answer 0 . 3 .2

*See page 14 fo r  d e f i n i t i o n .

Comparison o f  P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i c i p a t i o n

Examination of th e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  m in o r i ty  

groups shows a s t r i k i n g  d i f f e r e n c e  in  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

The v o tin g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  two groups showed t h a t  one 

group was capab le  o f  being a pow erful fo rc e  th rough  th e  b a l l o t  

box and t h a t  th e  o th e r  group through lack  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  

was i n e f f e c t u a l .

Voting Frequency of the  Groups. Spanish-Americans by 

v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  h igh  r e g i s t r a t i o n  had a much g r e a t e r  v o tin g  

frequency than  th e  Negroes. The Negroes, however, had a
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h igher  v o t in g  frequency  in  some e le c t io n s  th an  th e  Span ish- 

Americans when r e g i s t e r e d  v o te r s  only  were c o n s id e red . The 

Negroes seemed to  vo te  more in  c i t y  e l e c t io n s  than  th e  

Spanish-A m ericans, w hile  in  prim ary and g e n e ra l  e l e c t io n s  

th e  amount o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by th e  two m in o r i t ie s  was q u i te  

s im i la r .

O ther Forms of P o l i t i c a l  A c t i v i t y . Although voting  

frequency  seemed to  be s i m i l a r ,  th e  groups were d i s s im i l a r  

w ith  r e s p e c t  to  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  c o n t r ib u t io n s ,  and a t ten d a n ce  

a t  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s .  These two forms of p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  

showed t h a t  th e  Spanish-Americans were more a c t i v e  than  th e  

Negroes. The Spanish-Americans r e p o r te d  c o n t r ib u t io n s  and 

work in  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  more o f te n  th an  th e  Negroes. A lso , 

th e  Spanish-Americans r e p o r te d  12 p e r  cen t more a t ten d a n ce  

a t  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s  than  th e  Negroes d id .

The Spanish-Americans seemed to  be more i n t e r e s t e d  

g e n e ra l ly  in  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  and mani­

f e s te d  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  by working and c o n t r ib u t in g  more.

A t t i t u d e s  of th e  Groups toward P o l i t i c a l  C andidates

Judged by th e  p e rcen tag es  o f  "no knowledge" re sp o n se s ,  

th e  Spanish-Americans had h igher  l e v e l s  of knowledge on the  

p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  than  th e  Negroes had. This was p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t r u e  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  s ta tem en t concerning th e  levy ing  

o f  more ta x e s  f o r  th e  c i t i e s ,  and th e  p re s e n t  reapportionm en t
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remedy in  Wyoming. The Spanish-Americans seemed to  know 

more abou t th e se  two problems (See Tables I I I  and X, pp. 26 

and 62).

With regard  to  th e  t o t a l s  o f th e  ’’ag ree"  and " d is a g re e "  

r e sp o n se s ,  th e  only  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  two 

groups was in  co n nec tion  w ith  th e  r ig h t - to -w o rk  law. The 

Spanish-Americans seemed to  be more adamant in  d i s l i k e  fo r  

t h i s  law th an  th e  Negro re sp o n d e n ts ,  who appeared to  be more 

"middle o f  th e  ro a d ."  Although th e  Negroes seemed to  be in  

c o n s id e ra b le  agreement w i th  th e  r ig h t - to -w o rk  law, th e re  was 

a p o s s i b i l i t y  (as  suggested  in  Chapter IV) t h a t  th e  Negroes 

m isconstrued  th e  r ig h t - to -w o rk  s ta te m e n t .

P o l i t i c a l  Candidate P re fe re n ces

When th e  p re fe re n c e s  o f  th e  responden ts  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  

o f f i c e s  a re  examined, th e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  is su e  seems to  have 

in f lu en c ed  th e  cho ices  o f  th e  Negro in te rv ie w e e s .  The 

Spanish-Americans do no t appear  to  have s u f fe re d  d i s c r i m i ­

n a to ry  p r a c t i c e s  w ith  which th e  Negroes may have been con­

te n d in g .

The Negroes who d id  make a cho ice  fo r  th e  R epublican  

p r e s i d e n t i a l  nom ination chose Governor R o c k e fe l le r  of New 

York. He has appeared sym pathetic  toward th e  Negroes and 

t h e i r  problem s, and th e  Negro resp o n d en ts  seemed to  a p p re ­

c i a t e  t h i s  f a c t .  On th e  o th e r  hand, th e  Spanish-Am ericans, 

ex p e rien c in g  l e s s  d i s c r im in a t io n ,  s e le c te d  th e  former Vice
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P re s id e n t ,  R ichard Nixon, as t h e i r  choice  fo r  th e  Republican  

p r e s i d e n t i a l  nom ination.

The s e l e c t io n  of a p o s s ib le  nominee fo r  th e  Democratic 

p a r t y ' s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  can d id a te  by th e  v a r io u s  responden ts  

a l s o  seemed to  m ir ro r  th e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  i s s u e .  The Negroes, 

a l th o u g h  s e l e c t in g  P re s id e n t  Johnson f o r  th e  nom ination , 

were h e a v i ly  in  fav o r  of Robert Kennedy, th e  United S ta te s  

A tto rn ey -G en e ra l ,  who has been le ad in g  th e  f i g h t  of th e  

f e d e r a l  government f o r  c i v i l  r i g h t s .  Both th e  Spanish- 

Americans and th e  Negroes named R obert Kennedy as  second 

cho ice  f o r  th e  Democratic p a r t y ' s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  nom ination , 

bu t th e  Negro group was f a r  more h ea v ily  in  fav o r  of Mr. 

Kennedy than  th e  Spanish-Americans were.

Answering th e  q u e s t io n  of su p p o rtin g  an in d iv id u a l  

f o r  th e  S en a te , th e  responden ts  seemed to  fav o r  th e  c u r re n t  

incumbent, Gale McGee, who i s  a r e s id e n t  o f Laramie. The 

Spanish-American responden ts  gave heavy support to  him in  h is  

b id  fo r  r e - e l e c t i o n ;  w hereas, th e  Cheyenne group seemed to  

be l e s s  f a m i l i a r  w ith  Mr. McGee and d id  not su p p o rt  him as  

h e a v i ly  as  th e  Spanish-Americans d id .  Coupled w ith  the 

r e s u l t s  above was th e  f a c t  t h a t  38 per  cen t of th e  Negro 

responden ts  d id  no t name anyone fo r  th e  Wyoming s e n a to r i a l  

s e a t  f o r  1964. I t  seemed t h a t  th e  Negroes were unacquain ted  

w ith  the  re c o rd s  o f  many o f  th e  o f f i c i a l s  o f th e  S ta te  of 

Wyoming. Since they  seem ingly d id  no t reco g n ize  any o f  th e
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names on th e  sch ed u le ,  th ey  would no t support anyone f o r  

th e  se n a te  s e a t .

Summary

The Spanish-Americans seemed to  have a b e t t e r  s o c io ­

economic s i t u a t i o n  than  th e  Negroes. Because of th e  h igh  

degree of v o tin g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  th e y  a l s o  seemed to  be in  a 

more fav o ra b le  p o s i t io n  than  th e  Negroes to  make t h e i r  

w ishes known to  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c i a l s .

D isc r im in a t io n ,  a l th o u g h  not being p re se n ted  on th e  

sch ed u le ,  seemed to  be c o lo r in g  many responses  of th e  Negro 

re sp o n d e n ts i  t h i s  problem d id  no t appear to  have a f f e c te d  

th e  Spanish-A m ericans. Because th e re  a re  r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

between th e  two g roups , th e  problem of accep tance  by the  

m a jo r i ty  o f  s o c ie ty  appeared to  e x i s t  th rough  th e  a t t i t u d e s  

and p re fe re n c e s  expressed  by th e  v a r io u s  re sp o n d e n ts .  The 

Spanish-Americans d id  no t appear to  be a f f e c te d  by the  

c i v i l  r i g h t s  i s s u e s  n e a r ly  so much as  th e  Negroes were.
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CHAPTER V II

ORGANIZATION MEMBERSHIP ANT ITS RELATION 

TO POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

This c h a p te r  d e a ls  w ith  th e  r e l a t i o n s  between o rg a n i ­

z a t io n a l  membership and p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  Comparisons 

a re  a l s o  made between o f f i c e r s  and n o n -o f f ic e r s  o f th e  i n f l u ­

ence e x e r ted  by o r g a n iz a t io n a l  membership. Each o f  th e  th r e e  

groups w i l l  be d iscu ssed  s e p a r a te ly .

As we noted p re v io u s ly ,  th e  o r i g i n a l  schedu le  d id  not 

inc lude  q u e s t io n s  p e r ta in in g  to  o rg a n iz a t io n  membership.

Such q u e s t io n s  were not inc luded  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  Span ish- 

American group had been in te rv iew ed . A l l  o f th e  g roups , 

however, were asked q u e s t io n s  p e r ta in in g  to  la b o r  union 

membership, and answers to  th e se  w i l l  be in c lu d ed .

O rg an iza tio n  Membership of th e  Spanish-Americans

The Spanish-American responden ts  showed a h igh  p e r c e n t ­

age of la b o r  union  membership. The in te rv ie w s  showed t h a t

51.5 per c e n t  o f  th e  re sp o n d en ts  were members in  a lab o r  

union.

R e la t io n s h ip  of Voting A c t i v i ty  and Labor Union Member- 

s h i p . There i s  a d e f i n i t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between la b o r  union 

membership and v o tin g  f requency . Table XII shows th a t  la b o r  

un ion  members had a g r e a t e r  tendency to  vo te  th a n  non-members
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TABLE X II

COMPARISON OF THE VOTING FREQUENCY OF SPANISH-AMERICAN

LABOR UNION MEMBERS AND NON-UNION MEMBERS 
(By P ercen tage)

Type of E le c t io n
Union

Members
Non-Union

Members

C ity  E le c t io n s
A l l 32.4 21.9
Half 26.5 34.4
Few 32.4 21.9
None 8 .8 18.8
No Answer 0. 3 .1

Prim ary E le c t io n s
A ll 50.0 31.1
Half 20.6 28.1
Few 17.6 18.8
None 11.8 6.c3
No Answer 0. 3 .1

G eneral E le c t io n s
A ll 61.7 50.0
Half 26.5 21.9
Few 8.8 18.8
None 0. 6.3
No Answer 2.9 3 .1

of unions had. This was shown by th e  h igher  p ercen tage  of 

" a l l "  r e sp o n se s .  T h ir ty -tw o  p e r  cen t o f th e  la b o r  union 

members r e p o r te d  v o tin g  in  a l l  c i t y  e l e c t i o n s ,  w hile  only  

21.9 per  cen t o f th e  non-union in d iv id u a ls  r e p o r te d  v o tin g  

in  a l l  o f  th e se  e l e c t i o n s .  S im i la r ly  in  th e  prim ary  and 

g e n e ra l  e l e c t io n s  more union members re p o r te d  v o tin g  in  a l l  

e l e c t io n s  th a n  d id  non-union members--50  per  ce n t  as  compared
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to  31.3 per  cen t in  th e  prim ary  e l e c t i o n s ,  and 61.7 to  30 

p e r  cen t in  th e  g e n e ra l  e l e c t io n s .

Table X II f u r th e r  shows t h a t  th e  frequency  o f  v o tin g  

by th e  re sponden ts  in c re a se d  from c i t y  e l e c t io n s  to  prim ary 

e l e c t io n s  and even more f o r  g e n e ra l  e l e c t io n s .

O rg a n iz a t io n a l  Membership of th e  Ma j o r i t y  Group in  Laramie

The o rg a n iz a t io n  membership of the  m a jo r i ty  group in  

Laramie was measured by ask ing  about lab o r  union a f f i l i a t i o n  

and membership in  o th e r  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  such as  f r a t e r n a l ,  

v e te r a n ,  c i v i c  and s im i la r  groups (See Appendix A, Q uestion  

26).

Membership in  A l l  O rg a n iz a t io n s . The m a jo r i ty  group 

r e p o r te d  a sm all p e rcen tag e  of membership in  la b o r  unions 

and a h igh  p e rcen tag e  of membership in  th e  o th e r  ty p es  of 

o rg a n iz a t io n s .  Only 26.7 per  ce n t  o f  th e  resp o n d en ts  sa id  

they  were members of a la b o r  un ion , w hile  79.2 per  cen t 

r e p o r te d  membership in  some o th e r  o rg a n iz a t io n .

R e l ig io u s ly - o r ie n te d ,  f r a t e r n a l  groups had th e  h ig h e s t  

p e rcen tage  of any of th e  o th e r  o rg a n iz a t io n  c l a s s e s  w ith

39.6 per ce n t  o f th e  re sp o n d en ts  being members o f  such 

g roups. The in te rv iew ees  were provided  w ith  examples, such 

as  Knights o f  Columbus o r  B ina i B r i th  to  make th e  q u e s t io n  

com plete ly  c l e a r  to  them .^

1. Mason o rg a n iz a t io n s  were no t co n s id ered  as  r e l i g i o u s l y  
o r ie n te d  o r g a n iz a t io n s .  They were grouped under f r a t e r n a l  
o rg a n iz a t io n s .  N e ith er  were members asked abou t church mem­
b e rsh ip  or le a d e r s h ip  r o l e s  or o f f i c e s  in  churches .
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Membership in  o th e r  f r a t e r n a l  c lu b s  or o rg a n iz a t io n s  had 

th e  second h ig h e s t  p e rce n tag e .  T h i r ty - s ix  p e r  cen t of th e  

persons in te rv iew ed  sa id  they  were members in  groups l ik e  

th e  E lk s ,  Moose, Masons, o r  o th e r  o rg a n iz a t io n s  w ith  s im i la r  

aim s.

Membership in  v e te ra n s  o rg a n iz a t io n s  was th e  t h i r d  most 

f r e q u e n t ly  re p o r te d  o rg a n iz a t io n  w ith  28.8 p e r  cen t  o f th e  

responden ts  r e p o r t in g  t h i s  type  of membership. The p e r c e n t ­

age of membership in  v e te ra n s  groups was fo llow ed c lo s e ly  by 

th e  p ercen tag e  o f  membership in  c iv ic  c lu b s ,  26.8 p e rc e n t .  

Examples o f  c iv ic  c lubs su p p lied  to  the  in te rv iew ee s  were 

Kiwanis and Lions c lu b s ,  and th e  League of Women V o ters .

E d u ca tio n a l o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  such as  th e  P aren t-T eachers  

A s s o c ia t io n ,  had th e  low est pe rcen tag e  of re sp o n se s .  Twenty- 

th r e e  per  cen t o f  th e  responden ts  re p o r te d  membership in  t h i s  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .

R e la t io n s h ip  of Voting A c t iv i ty  and O rg a n iz a t io n a l  Mem­

b e r s h ip . Among th e  m a jo r i ty  group , la b o r  union membership 

had l i t t l e  a f f e c t  on v o tin g  f re q u e n c ie s .  In  f a c t ,  non-union 

responden ts  vo ted  more f r e q u e n t ly  than  d id  th e  un ion  members 

(See Table X I I I ) .  A p o s s ib le  reaso n  fo r  th e  lower v o tin g  

a c t i v i t y  o f  la b o r  union members may be th e  lower e d u c a t io n a l  

a t ta in m e n ts  of th e se  in d iv id u a l s .

The non-union responden ts  r e p o r te d  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n a l  

l e v e l s  th a n  th e  union members. While 41 .4  p e r  ce n t of th e  

union members re p o r te d  l e s s  than  h igh  schoo l e d u c a t io n s ,
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oniy  16.3 per  ce n t  o f  th e  non-union in d iv id u a ls  s a id  they  

had l e s s  th an  h igh  schoo l e d u c a t io n s .  Furtherm ore , th e  non­

un ion  resp o n d en ts  re p o r te d  n in e te e n  persons w i th  c o l le g e  

e d u c a t io n s ,  in  c o n t r a s t  to  a s in g le  lab o r  un ion  member who 

had been g raduated  from c o l le g e .

TABLE X III

MAJORITY GROUP ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIP

AND VOTING PARTICIPATION 
(By P ercen tage)

Response C a tego rie s

C ity  Prim ary G eneral
E le c t io n s  E le c t io n s  E le c t io n s
A i l  fJone A i l  Itfone A l l  None

Labor Union 25.9 14.8 51.9 11.1 63.0 7.4

Non-Union 47.9 12.3 63.0 13.7 75.3 5.5

F r a te r n a l 54.1 10.8 64.9 10.8 83.8 5 .4

V eterans 62.1 3 .4 75.9 3 .4 82. 6 0.

C iv ic 59.3 0. 85.2 0. 96.3 0.

R e lig io u s 52.5 5 .0 75.0 2.5 85.0 0.

E d u ca tio n a l 47.8 13.0 73.9 13.0 82.6 0.

Non-Members 
of

O rg a n iza tio n 19.0 23.8 33.3 28.6 47.6 14.3
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P o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  a l s o  was c o r r e l a t e d  w ith  membership 

in  o th e r  forms o f  o rg a n iz a t io n s .  Persons r e p o r t in g  member­

sh ip  in  a c lub  or o rg a n iz a t io n  had much h ig h e r  v o tin g  f r e ­

quencies  th an  re sponden ts  who d id  no t r e p o r t  be longing  to  

any o rg a n iz a t io n .  For example, th e  h ig h e s t  frequency  

re sp o n se —Ma l l M response  fo r  g e n e ra l  e l e c t io n s - - g iv e n  by 

th e  in d iv id u a ls  not be longing  to  any o rg a n iz a t io n s  was

47 .6  per  c e n t ;  w hereas, th e  low est v o tin g  frequency  response  

made by th e  members o f  o rg a n iz a t io n s  was 47.9 per  cen t  fo r  

c i t y  e l e c t io n s  (See Table X I I I ) .

Members of c iv ic  o rg a n iz a t io n s  showed th e  g r e a t e s t  

amount o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  Members in  th e se  o rg a n iz a t io n s  

were found to  be a c t iv e  in  a l l  forms of p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s .

C iv ic  o rg a n iz a t io n  members were more a c t iv e  th a n  o th e r  p e r ­

sons in  th e  a f f a i r s  of th e  c i t y .

Many of th e  responden ts  r e p o r te d  m u l t ip le  o rg a n iz a t io n  

membership, su g g e s tin g  they  were " j o i n e r s . "  The c iv ic  o r g a n i ­

z a t io n  responden ts  no t only  showed more p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  

bu t th ey  a l s o  had a g r e a t e r  tendency to  belong to  o th e r  types  

o f  o rg a n iz a t io n s  than  d id  n o n -c iv ic  o rg a n iz a t io n  members.

Negroes in  Cheyenne. Wyoming

The o rg a n iz a t io n  membership a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  Negroes 

in  Cheyenne were in v e s t ig a te d  by th e  same method as  t h a t  used 

f o r  th e  m a jo r i ty  group in  Laramie.

Membership in  O rg a n iz a t io n s . Labor un ion  membership fo r  

Negroes was no t a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t io n  o f  th e  group*s a c t i v i t i e s .
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Only 16 p e r  cen t o f th e  Negro resp o n d en ts  s a id  th ey  were 

members o f  a la b o r  un ion . Consequently , th e  e f f e c t  unionism  

might have on t h i s  m in o r i ty  group was reduced by th e  sm all 

pe rcen tag e  o f  la b o r  union members.

The number r e p o r t in g  membership in  o th e r  o rg a n iz a t io n s  

was a l s o  low. S ix ty  per  cen t o f a l l  responden ts  s a id  they  

were no t members o f  any of th e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  on th e  schedu le  

(exc lud ing  la b o r  union membership). F r a te r n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n  

membership was re p o r te d  by 16 per  cen t o f th e  in te rv iew ees?  

14.8 per  ce n t sa id  they  were members of e d u c a t io n a l  o rg a n i ­

z a t io n s .

Membership in  c iv ic  o rg a n iz a t io n s  was r e p o r te d  by 12.8 

p e r  cen t o f  th e  in te rv ie w e e s .  The Negro responden ts  were 

asked s p e c i f i c a l l y  w hether th ey  were members of th e  N a tio n a l 

A ss o c ia t io n  f o r  th e  Advancement of Colored People? t h i s  ques­

t i o n  was asked in  an a t tem p t to  determ ine th e  in f lu e n c e  of 

such an o rg a n iz a t io n  on p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .

The two o rg a n iz a t io n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  w ith  th e  low est 

p e rce n tag e s  o f  membership were r e l i g i o u s l y - o r i e n t e d ,  f r a t e r n a l  

o rg a n iz a t io n s  and v e te ra n s  o rg a n iz a t io n s .  Eleven per  ce n t of 

th e  re sponden ts  re p o r te d  a f f i l i a t i o n s  w ith  r e l i g i o u s l y -  

o r ie n te d ,  f r a t e r n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s ?  and 9 .6  per  ce n t sa id  they  

were members of a v e te ra n s  group.

The s l i g h t  p ercen tage  of v e te ra n s  o rg a n iz a t io n  member­

sh ip  r e p o r te d ,  even though a Negro American Legion p o s t  

e x is te d  in  Cheyenne, may have r e s u l t e d  from th e  f a c t  t h a t
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th e re  were fewer men than  women in te rv ie w e e s .  The Legion 

clubrooms, however, d id  not appear to  be used much, because 

a l l  o f  th e  windows were covered w ith  b o a rd s , su g g es tin g  an
O

in a c t iv e  o r  sm all membership.

R e la t io n s h ip  of Negro P o l i t i c a l  A c t iv i ty  and O rganiza­

t i o n  Membership. R a ther than  co n s id e r in g  th e  v o tin g  a c t i v i t y  

o n ly , th e  p ercen tage  of v o te r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  Negroes i s  

a l s o  co n s id ered  f o r  th e  group.

The p ercen tage  o f  v o te r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  among th e  Negroes 

a s  was noted in  Chapter IV was q u i te  low--51 p e r  c e n t .  Mem­

b e rs  of o rg a n iz a t io n s  g e n e ra l ly  had a h ig h e r  p e rcen tag e  of 

v o tin g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  than  persons not belonging  to  an o rg a n i ­

z a t io n .  Table XIV shows th e  v a r io u s  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  th e  num­

b er  of pe rsons  r e p o r t in g  membership in  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  and 

t h e i r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  s t a t u s .  The t a b le  f u r t h e r  shows th e  v o t ­

ing frequency  o f  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  members u s ing  th e  na l l M 

and "none" response  c a te g o r ie s  from th e  ty p es  o f  e l e c t io n s  

t e s t e d  on th e  schedu le  (See Appendix A, Q uestions 10, 11, 12).

O rg a n iza tio n  membership appeared  no t on ly  to  in f lu e n c e  

v o te r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  bu t a l s o  to  in f lu e n c e  v o tin g  a c t i v i t y .

The resp o n d en ts  who re p o r te d  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  membership and 

who were r e g i s t e r e d  to  v o te  tended to  vo te  more o f te n  th a n

2. Another reason  f o r  th e  windows being covered may have 
been th e  expense o f  r e p la c in g  th e  window panes. The p a r t i c u ­
l a r  neighborhood where th e  Legion p o s t  was lo c a te d  i s  n o to r ­
ious f o r  i t s  many f i g h t s .
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th o se  in d iv id u a ls  who s a id  they  were no t members o f  an 

o rg a n iz a t io n .  The tendency to  v o te  more o f te n  was noted in  

th e  number of Ma l l M resp o n ses  to  th e  v o tin g  q u e s t io n s  by th e  

o rg a n iz a t io n  members.

TABLE XIV

RELATIONSHIP OF NEGRO VOTER REGISTRATION AND VOTING

PARTICIPATION3 TO ORGANIZATION MEMBERSHIP 
(A ctual Number of Respondents)

■g ® “ Response C a tego rie s
n cu g C ity  Primary G eneral
■p w w-o E le c t io n s  E le c t io n s  Elections
<2 ft t* £ A l l  None* A l l  None A l l  None

• H  CL) GO O
G O P  0) f t .
0) O  f t  CO

( * >  C O )
^  pc;

T o ta l  Negro 
Respondents 48 46 26 2 21 9 29 3

V eterans 7 2 5 0 5 0 6 1

C iv ic 9 3 7 0 5 1 8 0

F ra te r n a l 11 4 8 0 6 1 9 1

R e lig io u s 5 6 4 0 4 0 5 0

E d u ca tio n a l 6 8 5 0 5 0 5 0

Labor Unions 11 4 9 0 7 0 5 0

Non-Union
Members 35 35 16 2 2 13 9 20

Member o f  No 
O rg an iza tio n 25 32 9 2 6 7 9 2

aVoting P a r t i c i p a t i o n  f ig u re s  a r e  Numbers o f  A c tua l 
R e g is te re d  Respondents.

Membership
in

O rg an iza tions
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V ete ra n s ,  c i v i c ,  and f r a t e r n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  a s  w e ll  as  

la b o r  u n io n s ,  seemed to  have more in f lu e n c e  th a n  r e l i g i o u s l y -  

o r ie n te d ,  f r a t e r n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  o r  e d u c a t io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  

in  g e t t in g  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  members r e g i s t e r e d  to  v o te .  

F urtherm ore , o rg a n iz a t io n s  w ith  h igher  p e rcen tag es  o f  v o te r  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  e x e r te d  more in f lu e n c e  th rough  th e  b a l l o t  box 

th an  th o se  o rg a n iz a t io n s  w ith  sm all numbers o f  members who 

were r e g i s t e r e d  v o te r s .

Members o f  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  a l th o u g h  they  were few o f  th e  

e n t i r e  Negro group , appeared to  be th e  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t iv e  

c i t i z e n s  as  w e l l  as  th e  v o te r s  in  th e  Negro community. The 

" n o n - jo in e r s ' '  who made up th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  Negro group 

r e p o r te d  much lower v o tin g  f re q u e n c ie s .  I t  would appear t h a t  

o r g a n iz a t io n a l  membership e x e r ted  c o n s id e ra b le  In f lu e n ce  upon 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p ro c e s s e s .

Comparison Between O f f ic e r  and N on-O fficers  o f  O rg an iza tio n s

Comparisons between o f f i c e r  and n o n -o f f ic e r  o f  o r g a n i ­

z a t io n s  a r e  made on ly  in  re g a rd  to  th e  m a jo r i ty  group in  

Laramie and th e  Negroes. These w i l l  be d isc u sse d  s e p a r a te ly .

M a io ri tv  Group in  Laram ie. O rg a n iza tio n  membership in  

th e  m a jo r i ty  group o f  Laramie was h ig h , as  shown p re v io u s ly  

in  th e  c h a p te r .  The p e rcen tag e  of o f f i c e r s  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  

however, was low. The p e rcen tag es  o f  responden ts  ho ld ing  an 

o f f i c e  in  an o rg a n iz a t io n  a re  as  fo llow s (See Appendix A, 

Q uestion  2 9 ) :  o f f i c e  o f  p r e s id e n t ,  16.7 p e r  c e n t j  v ic e -
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p r e s id e n t ,  16.7 p e r  c e n t ;  s e c r e t a r y ,  18.7 per  c e n t ;  t r e a s u r e r ,

16.7 per c e n t .

In d iv id u a ls  who s a id  they  were a t  p r e s e n t ,  o r  had been, 

o f f i c e r s  o f  an o rg a n iz a t io n  d id  no t show a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

g r e a t e r  degree o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  th an  those  who were 

m erely members. In f a c t ,  f o r  p rim ary  and g e n e ra l  e l e c t io n s  

p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  th e  n o n -o f f ic e r s  seemed to  have a h ig h e r  v o tin g  

frequency  than  th e  o f f i c e r s .  In c i t y  e l e c t i o n s ,  though, 

o f f i c e r s  o f  o rg a n iz a t io n s  showed a h ig h e r  percen tag e  o f  v o t ­

ing th an  n o n -o f f ic e r s  d id .  Being o f f i c e r s  of an o rg a n iz a t io n  

among th e  m a jo r i ty  re sp o n d en ts  d id  no t seem to  be a major 

f a c t o r  a f f e c t i n g  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  r e p o r te d  by th e  

in d iv id u a l s .  A t t i t u d e s  o f  members o f  o rg a n iz a t io n s  may be 

in f lu en c ed  by th e  o f f i c e r s ,  but t h i s  was not measured on th e  

sch ed u le .

Negroes in  Cheyenne. Wyoming. The r e l a t i o n s  between 

ho ld ing  an  o f f i c e  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  of th e  Negroes was 

s i g n i f i c a n t .  Respondents who sa id  they  had been o f f i c e r s  

r e p o r te d  a g r e a t e r  amount o f  v o tin g  a c t i v i t y  th a n  th e  non­

o f f i c e r  members (See Table XV).

Being an o f f i c e - h o ld e r  o f an  o rg a n iz a t io n  in f lu en c ed  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  Negroes more than  i t  a f f e c te d  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  group in  Laramie. A p o s­

s i b l e  e x p la n a t io n  fo r  t h i s  may be t h a t  th e  incomes of th e  

Negro o f f i c e r s  were r e p o r te d ly  much h igher  th an  incomes of 

th e  g e n e ra l  membership. L arger incomes may in d ic a te  more
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f r e e  time f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  p o l i t i c s  and a g r e a t e r  degree 

o f  r e la te d n e s s  to  th e  community.

TABLE XV

COMPARISON BETWEEN NEGRO ORGANIZATION OFFICERS AND

NON-OFFICERS WITH RESPECT TO VOTING ACTIVITY 
(A ctual Number of Respondents)

M -o Response C a teg o rie s
O ff ic e r  « ----- ----------------

P o s i t io n s  & C ity  Prim ary G eneral
tJ “ w £ E le c t io n s  E le c t io n s  E le c t io n s
” « ^ '8 ,  ATI" None ATT None A l l  None
60-M m 0}

D

P re s id e n t 6 1 6 0 5 0 6 0

V ice-
P re s id e n t 6 1 6 0 4 2 6 0

S e c re ta ry 4 1 2 0 2 0 3 0

T re asu re r 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0

N on-O fficer 14 13 10 0 9 2 12 1

Summary

The s tu d y  showed t h a t  o rg a n iz a t io n  membership a f f e c te d  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  Some groups seemed to  be more i n f l u e n t i a l  

th a n  o th e r s ,  b u t  on th e  whole members o f  o rg a n iz a t io n s  seemed 

to  be f a r  more a c t iv e  th a n  in d iv id u a ls  no t belonging  to  an 

o r g a n iz a t io n .  In th e  m a jo r i ty  group th e  e f f e c t  o f  being an
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o f f i c e r  was n e g l ig ib l e ;  among th e  Negroes th e  e f f e c t  was 

c o n s id e ra b le .
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CHAPTER V III  

CONCLUSIONS AND EVALUATION

S ev era l  co n c lu s io n s  may be drawn from th e  survey  of th e  

th r e e  groups which have been s tu d ie d .  O bviously , th e  s o c io ­

economic s i t u a t i o n s  o f  th e  groups were d i f f e r e n t .  Both of 

th e  m in o r i ty  groups had lower e d u c a t io n a l  achievem ents and 

lower r e p o r te d  incomes than  th e  m a jo r i ty  group. These 

f a c to r s  combined to  c r e a te  a lower s o c i a l  s t a t u s  p o s i t io n  

th a n  t h a t  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty  group. The m in o r i ty  g ro u p s , 

however, were them selves d i s s i m i l a r  even though th ey  both  

had low socio-econom ic c o n d i t io n s .  The d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s  

were evidenced in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  awareness and p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e s e  groups.

The m a jo r i ty  group w ith  a h igh  socio-econom ic s t a tu s  

was w e ll  in te g ra te d  in to  th e  community. The group was 

r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  informed on p o l i t i c a l  is s u e s  and p e r s o n a l i ­

t i e s .  They p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e g i s t e r e d  

and v o ted , and had a vo ice  in  th e  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  and n a t io n a l  

a f f a i r s .  A lso th e se  in d iv id u a ls  belonged to  v a r io u s  c iv ic  

and f r a t e r n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  and seemed to  en joy  having 

membership in  them. Such p a r t i c i p a t i o n  evidenced th e  f a c t  

t h a t  th e  group was co g n izan t o f th e  community in  which they  

r e s id e d  and f u r th e r  showed t h a t  th e y  took  an a c t iv e  i n t e r e s t  

in  th e  fu n c t io n s  o f  th e  community as  a whole. This r e la te d n e s s
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w ith  th e  community, which th e  m a jo r i ty  group p o sse sse d , d id  

no t appear to  be as  s i g n i f i c a n t  a f a c t o r  w ith  th e  o th e r  

g roups.

The Spanish-American group w ith  a lower socio-econom ic 

s i t u a t i o n  th a n  th e  m a jo r i ty  group in  Laramie was r e l a t i v e l y  

w e l l  in te g ra te d  in to  th e  community. A la rg e  p ercen tage  

owned, o r were buying, homes; and a r e l a t i v e l y  la rg e  p e r ­

cen tage belonged to  la b o r  un ions or o th e r  o r g a n iz a t io n s .

The Spanish-Americans d id  show a degree of awareness on 

s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  is s u e s  which th e  Negro group d id  not 

m a n ife s t .  L ikew ise, th e  Spanish-Americans showed a much 

h igher  degree o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  than  th e  Negroes in  

Cheyenne. The f a c t  t h a t  a Spanish-American i s  th e  Democratic 

County C e n tra l  Committee Chairman may e x p la in  th e  h igh  p e r ­

cen tage o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and v o t in g ,  bu t i t  a l s o  dem onstra tes  

t h a t  t h i s  group i s  r e l a t e d  to  th e  community. The Spanish- 

Americans had more i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w ith  th e  community 

a s  a whole th an  th e  Negroes, bu t l e s s  th an  th e  m a jo r i ty  group.

The Negroes in  Cheyenne d id  not show th e  group s o l i d a r i t y  

t h a t  was evidenced by th e  Spanish-A m ericans. The Roman 

C a th o lic  Church a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  th e  Spanish-Americans p lu s  

a l a r g e r  membership in  unions may be th e  in f lu e n c in g  f a c t o r s  

causing  th e  d i f f e r e n c e .  The f a c t  t h a t  Negroes d id  no t have 

much a f f i l i a t i o n  w ith  any o rg a n iz a t io n  in d ic a te d  a h igh  degree 

o f  anomie. C e r ta in ly  th e  Negroes were not c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  to  

th e  community. Apathy about p o l i t i c a l  an d /o r  community l i f e
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was e v id e n t ,  and th e re  was a low frequency o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

in  any type  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  measured. In t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  

th e  Negroes seemed not to  be a p a r t  o f th e  p o l i t i c a l  s tream  

o f  th e  c i t y .  Undoubtedly, th e  low socio-econom ic s i t u a t i o n  

o f  th e  group was a c o n t r ib u t in g  f a c t o r  to  th e  low degree of 

v o te r  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  v o tin g  frequency , and th e  seem ingly low 

knowledge l e v e l  on p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s .

The only  a re a  where th e  Negroes evidenced an awareness 

o f is s u e s  and in d iv id u a ls  was w ith  reg a rd  to  c i v i l  r i g h t s .

The c i v i l  r i g h t s  is s u e  was of g r e a t  concern to  th e  group 

and co lo red  a lm ost a l l  o f  t h e i r  answers reg a rd in g  p o l i t i c a l  

is s u e s  o r  p a r ty  c a n d id a te s ,  bu t th e re  was no evidence t h a t  

th e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  is s u e s  was a fo rc e  g r e a t  enough to  m o tiva te  

th e  group to  become more a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l l y .  The n a t io n a l  

scene seemed to  draw th e  N egroes1 a t t e n t i o n  more than  s t a t e  

o r lo c a l  i s s u e s  and e v e n ts ,  p o s s ib ly  because o f  th e  c i v i l  

r i g h t s  s i t u a t i o n .

Members of o rg a n iz a t io n s  were a very  sm all m in o r i ty  of 

th e  e n t i r e  Negro group. These o rg a n iz a t io n  a c t i v i s t s  no t 

only  were few in  number, but th ey  a l s o  seemed to  be detached  

from th e  main body of Negroes. They r e p o r te d  h igher  s ta n d a rd s  

o f  l i v i n g ,  had b e t t e r  housing lo c a t io n s  and a h ig h e r  l e v e l  of 

ed u c a tio n .

These a c t i v i s t s  might have been t ry in g  to  d i s s o c i a t e  

them selves as  much as  p o s s ib le  from th e  m a jo r i ty  of th e  Negroes. 

These in d iv id u a ls  seem to  have been accep ted  by th e  m a jo r i ty
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of th e  c i t i z e n s  of Cheyenne, and c o lo r  i s  no t a b a r r i e r  f o r  

them. There a p p a re n t ly  was not much e f f o r t  by th e se  o rg a n i ­

z a t io n  members to  o rg an ize  or a c t i v a t e  t h e i r  fe l lo w  Negroes.

Even the  NAACP was no t very  a c t i v e .  On th e  o th e r  hand, c o lo r  

and race  were keen ly  f e l t  to  be a b a r r i e r  by most o f  th e  

Negro group.

In a l l  o f th e  g ro u p s , an awareness of n a t io n a l  p o l i t i c a l  

is s u e s  was most n o t ic e a b le ,  though s e v e ra l  o f  th e  s t a t e  is s u e s  

were w idely  u nders tood . The r ig h t - to -w o rk  law, f o r  in s ta n c e ,  

was o f  g r e a t  concern to  th e  Spanish-A m ericans, bu t th e  impor­

t a n t  s t a t e  is s u e s  of apportionm ent and m unic ipa l t a x a t io n  

were l i t t l e  understood  by th e  m in o r i ty  g roups. The m a jo r i ty  

group evidenced a c o n s id e ra b ly  b e t t e r  un d ers tan d in g  of th e se  

i s s u e s .

The m in o r i ty  groups seemed to  be more f a m i l i a r  w ith  th e  

n a t io n a l  l e v e l  p o l i t i c i a n s  th an  w ith  s t a t e  o r lo c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s .  

The Negroes evidenced th e  low est l e v e l  o f  knowledge concern ing  

p o l i t i c a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  The low knowledge of p o l i t i c a l  p e r ­

s o n a l i t i e s  was on a l e v e l  w ith  th e  low p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  and 

la c k  o f  knowledge o f  i s s u e s  e x h ib i te d  by th e  Negroes.

E v a lu a t io n  o f  Survey Techniques

The r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h i s  s tudy  was bo th  i n t e r e s t i n g  and 

e d u c a t io n a l .  I f  th e  a u th o r  had th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  perform  

a s im i la r  e m p ir ic a l  s tu d y ,  however, th e re  a r e  s e v e r a l  p ro ­

cedures  which co u ld , and sh o u ld , be improved.
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This r e s e a rc h  o r i g i n a l l y  grew ou t o f  a p o l i t i c a l  seminar 

on p u b l ic  a f f a i r s .  Much o f  th e  p re l im in a ry  work was done as  

a c l a s s  assignm ent and many of th e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  were made in  

t h i s  p e r io d .  The surveys o f  th e  Spanish-Americans and th e  

m a jo r i ty  group in  Laramie were made a f t e r  s e v e ra l  r e v i s io n s  

o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  sch ed u le .  D esp ite  a number of r e v i s io n s  in  

th e  sc h ed u le ,  th e  q u e s t io n s  on o rg a n iz a t io n a l  membership could 

have been improved. The schedule  would have been more e f f e c ­

t i v e  i f  i t  had inc luded  a c tu a l  o rg a n iz a t io n  names r a t h e r  than  

g e n e ra l iz e d  c a te g o r ie s .  A lso , age and income c a te g o r ie s  

should have p a r a l l e l e d  th e  des ign  of th e  Bureau o f  th e  Census, 

which would have allow ed f o r  a b e t t e r  comparison w i th  t h a t  

d a ta .

The sampling procedure used in  th e  Spanish-American se g ­

ment was th e  " w a te r f ro n t"  method, t h a t  i s ,  an a t tem p t to  i n t e r ­

view one in d iv id u a l  from each household! t h i s  method possessed  

th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  being in c o n c lu s iv e  sometimes because of 

s p a t i a l  m o b i l i ty  of p ro sp e c t iv e  re sp o n d e n ts .  C onsequently , 

th e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of no t reac h in g  a l l  o f  th e  f a m i l ie s  o r 

resp o n d en ts  was enhanced.

Members o f  th e  sem inar o r i g i n a l l y  performed th e  in te rv ie w s  

of th e  Spanish-Americans and th e  m a jo r i ty  group. In te rv ie w e rs  

should be s e le c te d  on th e  b a s is  o f  p a s t  performance in  c a r r y ­

ing out assignm ents  q u ic k ly  and e f f i c i e n t l y .  Lack o f  e x p e r i ­

ence in  th e  conducting  of th e  in te rv ie w s  was a problem in  t h i s
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r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .  I f  s im i la r  s tu d ie s  a re  u n d er tak en , on ly  

persons who have proved t h e i r  competency in  c a r ry in g  out 

assignm ents  should be used .

O v e ra l l ,  th e  s tu d y  of th e  m in o r i ty  group was not com­

p le t e  in  many a r e a s .  F u tu re  s tu d ie s  should in c lu d e  q u e s t io n s  

upon such m a tte rs  as  church a f f i l i a t i o n  and o f f i c e s  he ld  in  

ch u rch es , a s  w e l l  as  q u e s t io n s  on th e  p o l i t i c a l  e f f i c a c y  of 

th e  re sp o n d e n ts .  E f f e c t s  o f th e  r ig h t - to -w o rk  law might 

a l s o  be s tu d ie d  in  a s im i la r  p r o j e c t .

Another r e s e a r c h  d es ig n  which might be f r u i t f u l  i s  a 

s tudy  o f  th e  e l i t e  group of Negroes in  Cheyenne. A s tu d y , 

a l s o ,  could be c re a te d  which would t e s t  th e  reaso n s  f o r  th e  

e f f ic a c y  o f  th e  Democratic County C e n tra l  Committee Chairman 

o f  Albany County, Wyoming. I t  i s  g e n e ra l ly  accep ted  t h a t  

t h i s  man i s  h ig h ly  e f f e c t iv e  in  persuad ing  th e  S pan ish- 

Americans to  r e g i s t e r  and to  v o te .

D esp ite  th e se  problems and weaknesses in  c a rry in g  ou t 

th e  s tu d y ,  th e  ex p e rien ces  and knowledge gained were most 

h e lp fu l  to  th e  a u th o r .  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  th e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  

s tu d y  w i l l  be o f  a use to  f u tu r e  r e s e a r c h e r s .
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This in te rv ie w  i s  being conducted by a group o f  U niver­

s i t y  of Wyoming s tu d e n ts  who w ish to  s tu d y  th e  a t t i t u d e s  

o f  the  c i t i z e n s  of th e  United S ta te s  toward government and 

p o l i t i c s .  Your a s s i s t a n c e  in  a id in g  us by com pleting t h i s  

q u e s t io n n a i re  w i l l  g r e a t l y  be a p p re c ia te d .

We a s s u re  you t h a t  t h i s  in fo rm atio n  we r e c e iv e  i s  and 

w i l l  be c o n f id e n t i a l ;  your name i s  n o t to  appear anywhere on 

t h i s  s h e e t .  P lease  answer a l l  q u e s t io n s  h o n e s t ly  and to  th e  

b e s t  o f  your a b i l i t y .

We s in c e r e ly  a p p re c ia te d  your a s s i s t a n c e  and thank  you 

f o r  g iv in g  us t h i s  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  do im portan t p o l i t i c a l  

r e s e a r c h .
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1. What i s  your a n c e s t ry ?  ______________________ . ___

2. How long has your fam ily  been in  th e  United S ta te s ?

1 s t  g e n e ra t io n  __________

2nd g e n e ra t io n  ______________

3rd g e n e ra t io n  __________

4 th  g e n e ra t io n  __________

over 4 th  __________

3. What i s  your age?

21-30_____________________

31-40 __________

41-50 __________

over 50 __________

4. What i s  th e  h ig h e s t  l e v e l  o f  form al ed u c a tio n  you have 
completed?

Less than  h igh  schoo l ________________

High schoo l ____________

College 2 y ea rs  ___________

C ollege graduage _______________

P ro fe s s io n a l  or
Trade School ___________

Other ______________

5. Are you a r e g i s t e r e d  v o te r?

Democrat _____________

R epublican  ___________

Independent ______________

Other ___________

None ________
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6. S ta te  your r e g u la r  o ccu p a tio n . P lea se  be s p e c i f i c .

7. Your annua l income f a l l s  in  which o f  th e s e  c a te g o r ie s ?  

Under $1,200 _________

$ l ,2 0 0 - $ 2 ,500____________

$2,500-$4,000 __ _______

$4,Q00-$5,500 __________

Over $5,500 _ _ _ _ _ _ _

8. Are you a p ro p e r ty  owner?

R eal E s ta te  __________

Investm ents __________

Automob i l e  __________

None _______

Other __________

9. Are you a member o f  a la b o r  union?

Yes __________

No __________

VOTING PARTICIPATION

10. In c i t y  e l e c t io n s  s in c e  you have become e l i g i b l e  to  vo te  
have you vo ted  in i

A ll  __________

Half __________

Few _ _ _ _ _ _ _

None______________________
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11. In  prim ary  e l e c t io n s  s in c e  becoming e l i g i b l e  to  v o te  have 
you vo ted  in :

A ll  __________

H alf __________

Few

None __________

12. In g e n e ra l  e l e c t io n s  s in c e  becoming e l i g i b l e  to  v o te  have 
you voted  in :

A ll  __________

Half __________

Few __________

None

13. Which, i f  any, have you c o n t r ib u te d  to  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty ?  

Money __________

Work __________

Both __________

None __________

14. Have you ever s igned  a nom inating p e t i t i o n ?

Yes __________

No __________

15. Have you ever  been a d e le g a te  to  a p o l i t i c a l  convention? 

Yes __________

No ___________

16. How many p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s  have you a t te n d e d  s in c e  you 
became an e l i g i b l e  v o te r?

1“2 Over 5

3-5 ____________ None ________
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17. What p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  o f f i c e s  have you held?

P re c in c t  Committeeman ___________

County Committeeman ___________

S ta te  Committeeman ______________

N a tio n a l Committeeman ___________

S ta te  D elegate  ______________

N atio n a l D elegate .

None _____________

Other ___________

HOW DO YOU AGREE WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS?

18. A r ig h t - to -w o rk  law would b e n e f i t  Wyoming.

S tro n g ly  ag ree  _________

Agree_____________ _________

D isagree  ___________

S tro n g ly  d isa g re e  

No knowledge __________

19. F ed e ra l  a id  to  e d u c a tio n  i s  d e s i r a b le  f o r  Wyoming. 

S tro n g ly  ag ree  _________

Agree_____________ _________

D isagree___________________

S tro n g ly  d is a g re e _________

No knowledge _________

2 0 .  Governor Hansen should c a l l  a s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  of th e  
S ta te  L e g is la tu re  to  co n s id e r  th e  c i t i e s  m i l l  l e v i e s .

S tro n g ly  ag ree  _________

Agree_____________ _________
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D isagree ________________

S tro n g ly  d isa g re e  

No knowledge __________

21. The p r e s e n t  reappo rtionm en t remedy in  Wyoming i s  th e  b e s t  
s o lu t io n  to  reap p o rtio n m en t.

S tro n g ly  ag ree  __________

Agree __________

D isagree  ____________

S tro n g ly  d is a g re e

No knowledge _______________

22. The m edicare program, as  P re s id e n t  Kennedy d e sc r ib e d  l a s t  
y e a r ,  would be th e  b e s t  program f o r  m edicare f o r  th e  aged.

S tro n g ly  ag ree  __________

Agree _______________

D isagree____________________

S tro n g ly  d is a g re e __________

No knowledge ___________

23. Labor unions should become more a c t iv e  in  p o l i t i c s .  

S tro n g ly  ag ree  __________

Agree __________

D isagree  __________

S tro n g ly  d is a g re e __________

No knowledge ____________

24. Who o f  th e  fo llow ing  would you support f o r  th e  R epublican  
p r e s i d e n t i a l  nom ination?

George Roroney _________

W illiam  Scran ton  __________
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R ichard  Nixon __________

Nelson R o c k e fe l le r__________

Barry Goldwater __________

None_______________ __________

25. Who do you support f o r  th e  Democratic p r e s i d e n t i a l  
nomination?

Lyndon Johnson __________

Wayne Morse __________

R obert Kennedy __________

A d la i S tevenson __________

None

26. Who would you s u p p o r t ,  th e  Republican  choice o r  th e  
Democratic cho ice  in  th e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  e le c t io n ?

Democrat __________

R epublican  __________

27. Who o f  thfe fo llow ing  would you su p p o rt f o r  United S ta te s  
S ena to r  from Wyoming f o r  1964?

Thyra Thomson __________

John Wold ____________

G. D. Humphrey __________

W illiam  H arrison  ___________

Gale McGee __________

None_______________ __________

28. Are you a member o f  any o f  th e  fo llow ing  o rg a n iz a t io n s ?  

F r a te r n a l  __________

V eterans __________
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C iv ic  __________

R e lig io u s  __________

E d u ca tio n a l __________

O ther __________

29. Have you held  any o f  th e  fo llow ing  o f f i c e s  in  th e  above 
o rg a n iz a t io n s ?

P re s id e n t________ __________

V ic e -P re s id e n t  __________

S e c re ta ry  __________

T re asu re r  _ _ _ _ _ _

Other __________

None __________

30. To th e  b e s t  o f  your knowledge has your o r g a n iz a t io n ( s )  
supported  any o f  th e  fo l lo w in g :

A. Candidate f o r  o f f i c e

C ity  __________ S ta te  ___________

County _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  N a tio n a l _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

None __________

B. S p e c i f ic  i s s u e s  in

C ity  _ _ _ _ _ _  S ta te  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

None _________

Remarks:

31. Has your o r g a n i z a t i o n ^ ) ever p e t i t i o n e d  th e  c i t y  govern 
ment?

Yes __________

No __________
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No knowledge__________

Remarks:

32. Do you p e r s o n a l ly  know any o f  th e  fo llow ing  e le c te d  
o f f i c i a l s ?

A* C itv  and County

C ity  councilman______ _________

C ity  Manager___________________

Mayor __________

Commissioner_________ _________

S h e r i f f  _________

O thers _________

None _________

B. S ta te

Governor _________

S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te  _________

S ta te  A u d ito r  _________

S ta te  T re a su re r  _________

S u p e r in ten d e n t o f
P u b lic  I n s t r u c t io n  _________

S ta te  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  __________

S ta te  S ena to r  _________

None _________

C. United S ta te s

S e n a to r ( s )  _________

R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  _______

None
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INTERVIEWER'S COMMENT

1. Was s u b je c t  co -o p e ra t iv e ?

Yes __________

No __________

2. Was s u b je c t  e n th u s ia s t i c ?

Yes __________

No______ __________

3. S p e c ia l  rem arks:
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CODE BOOK

Q u e s t io n
Number

1

2

3

4

5

IBM Column Q u e s t io n  T o p ic  and
Number _____________Code f o r  R e sp o n se

1 G enera tions  in  th e  U. S.
(1) 1 s t  g e n e ra t io n
(2) 2nd g e n e ra t io n
(3 )  3rd g e n e ra t io n
(4) 4 th  g e n e ra t io n
(5) Over 5 th

2 Age o f  responden ts
(1) 21-30
(2) 31-40
(3) 41-50
(4) Over 50

H ighest Level o f  form al ed u ca tio n
3 (1) Less th an  h igh  school
4 (2 )  High School
5 (3) College two y ea rs
6 (4) College g rad u a te
7 (5) P ro fe s s io n a l  o r t ra d e  school
8 (6) Other

9 Are you a r e g i s t e r e d  v o te r
(1) Democrat
(2) Republican
(3) Independent
(4) Other
(5 )  None

10 Annual Income
(1) Under $1,200
(2) $1,200 to  $2,500
(3) $2,500 to  $4,000
(4) $4,000 to  $5,500
(5) Over $5,500

P ro p e r ty  Ownership
11 (1) R eal E s ta te
12 (2) Investm ents
13 (3 )  Automobile
14 (4 )  None
15 (5) Other
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Q u e s t io n
Number

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

IBM Column Q u e s t io n  T o p ic  and
Number __ ____________Code f o r  R e sp o n se

16 Membership in  a la b o r  union
(1) Yes
(2) No

17 V oting in  C ity  E le c t io n s
(1 )  A ll
(2) Half
(3) Few
(4)  None

18 Voting in  P rim aries
(1 )  A ll
(2) Half 

. (3 ) Few
(4) None

19 Voting in  G eneral E le c t io n s
(1) A ll
(2) H alf
(3) Few
(4) None

20 C o n tr ib u t io n s  to  a p o l i t i c a l  P a r ty
(1) Money only
(2) Work only
(3) Both money and work
(4) None

21 Signed a nom inating p e t i t i o n
(1) Yes
(2) No

22 D elegate  to  a p o l i t i c a l  conven tion
(1) Yes
(2) No

23 A ttendance a t  P o l i t i c a l  R a l l i e s
( 1 ) 1-2
(2) 3-5
(3) Over 5
(4) None

Held p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  o f f i c e s
24 (1 )  P re c in c t  Committeeman
25 (2 ;  County Committeeman
26 (3 )  S ta te  Committeeman
27 (4) N a tio n a l Committeeman
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Q u e s t io n  IBM Column Q u e s t io n  T o p ic  and
Number Number  Code f o r  R e sp o n se

28 (5 )  S ta te  D elegate
29 (6) N atio n a l D elegate
30 (7 )  None
31 (8 )  Other

16 32 R ight-to-W ork law
(1 )  S tro n g ly  agree

Agree 
D isagree
S tro n g ly  d is a g re e  
No knowledge

17 33 F ed e ra l  a id  to  ed u c a tio n
(1) S tro n g ly  ag ree
(2 )  Agree
(3 )  D isagree
(4 )  S tro n g ly  d is a g re e
(5 )  No knowledge

18 34 S p e c ia l  s e s s io n  fo r  m i l l  l e v ie s
'1^ S tro n g ly  ag ree

Agree 
D isagree
S tro n g ly  d is a g re e  
No knowledge

19 35 Reapportionm ent remedy
(1 )  S tro n g ly  ag ree
(2 )  Agree
(3 )  D isagree
(4 )  S tro n g ly  d is a g re e  
(5 ) No knowledge

20 36 Medicare P roposa l
S tro n g ly  ag ree  
Agree 
D isagree
S tro n g ly  d is a g re e  
No knowledge

21 37 Labor un ions being more a c t iv e
S tro n g ly  ag ree  
Agree 
D isagree
S tro n g ly  d is a g re e  
No knowledge
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Q u e s t io n
Number

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

IBM Column Q u e s t io n  T o p ic  and
Number ______________ Code f o r  R e sp o n se

38 R epublican  P r e s i d e n t i a l  Nomination
(1 ;  George Romney
(2) W illiam  Scranton
(3) R ichard Nixon
(4) Nelson R o c k e fe l le r
(5) Barry Goldwater
(6 )  None

39 Democratic P r e s id e n t i a l  Nomination
(1 )  Lyndon Johnson
(2) Wayne Morse
(3) Robert Kennedy
(4 )  A d la i Stevenson
(5) None

40 Support f o r  th e  p ic k  
(1 y Democrat
(2) Republican

41 Unitwd S ta te s  S ena to r  from Wyoming
(1) Thyra Thomson
(2 )  John Wold
(3 )  G. D. Humphrey
(4 )  W illiam  H arrison
(5) Gale McGee
(6) None

Membership of o rg a n iz a t io n s
42 (1) F r a te r n a l
43 (2) V eterans
44 (3 )  C iv ic
45 (4) R e lig io u s
46 (5) E d u ca tio n a l
47 (6) Other
48 (7) None

O ff ic e s  in  th e  above o rg a n iz a t io n
49 (1) P re s id e n t
50 (2 )  V ic e -P re s id e n t
51 (3 )  S e c re ta ry
52 (4 )  T re asu re r
53 (5) None

Support can d id a tes  f o r  o f f i c e
54 (1 )  C ity
55 (2 )  County
56 (3 ;  S ta te
57 (4 )  N atio n a l
58 (5) None
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Q u e s t io n  IBM Column Q u e s t io n  T b p ic  and
Number Number Code f o r  R e sp o n se

29 S p e c i f ic  is su e s
59 (1) C ity
60 (2) S ta te
61 (3) None

30 62 P e t i t io n e d  the  C ity  Government
(1 )  Yes
(2) No
(3) No knowledge

31 P e rso n a l ly  know e le c te d  o f f i c i a l s
in  C ity  or County

63 (1) C ity  Councilman
64 (2) C ity  Manager
65 (3) Mayor
66 (4) Commissioner
67 (5) S h e r i f f
68 (6 )  O thers
69 (7 )  None

32 S ta te  le v e l
70 (1) Governor
71 (2 ;  S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te
72 (3 )  S ta te  A ud ito r
73 (4) S ta te  T re asu re r
74 (5) S u p erin ten d en t o f P ub lic

I n s t r u c t io n
75 (6 )  S ta te  R e p re se n ta t iv e
76 (7 )  S ta te  S enato r
77 (8) None

33 United S ta te s
78 (1 )  S enato r
79 (2 )  R e p re se n ta t iv e s
80 (3) None
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I I .

I I I .

IV.

V.

VI.

V II .

CODE SHEET

G enera tions
1.
2. :
3. zz
4. ____

Age
1. _____
2 . ...
3. _____
4. _____

Education
1. _____
2 . ____
3. '
4 . _____
5._______
6 . __
R e g is te re d  v o te r
1. _______
2 .  Z ~ Z
3. "
4* ...............
5.

Income
1.
2 .
3. •
4.
5.

P ro p e r ty  owner
1.  
2 .
3.
4 . _______
5._________

Member o f  Labor Union
1 .  
2 . —

V III .  C ity  E le c t io n s  
X •
2 . __________
3. ___________
4  . ___________

IX. P r im ar ie s
1.  
2 .  
3. _____
4. _____

X. G eneral
1 .  
2 . ___
3. ___
4.

XI. C o n tr ib u t io n s
1 .   
2 .  
3. __________
4. __________

X II. Nominating 
P e t i t i o n

1 .   
2 .  

X II I .  D elegate
1 . ___
2 . ____

XIV. R a l l i e s
1 .
2 .
3. ___
4.

XV. P a r ty  O ff ice s
1 .   
2 .  
3. __________
4. __________
5. __________
6 .  _
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XVI. R ig h t- to -w o rk
1.  
2 .  
3........................
4.
5.

XVII. E ducation
1.
2 .
3.
4. ...........
5._______

XVIII. M il l  l e v ie s
1.
2 .
3.
4 . ............
5.

XIX. R eapportion
1.
2 .  
3.__________
4 . ...........
5.

XX. Medicare
1.
2 .
3.

5.

XXI. Union A c t iv i ty

1 . “

3.
4.
5.

XXII. R epublicans
1.
2 .
3. ~
4 . ..............
5.__________
6 .

XXIII. Democrats
1.  
2 .  
3. _____
4. _____
5._______

XXIV. Choice
1.
2 .

XXV. S enato r
1.  
2 .
3.
4. ___
5. ___
6. ___

XXVI. O rg an iza tio n s
1.  
2 .  
3. __________
4. __________
5. __________
6 . ________
7.  

XXVII. O ff ic e s
1 .  _____________
2 .  
3 .  ___________
4. __________
5.____________

XXVIII. Support Candidate
1 .  _____________
2 .  
3 .  ___________
4. __________
5.____________

XXIX. I s su es
1. __
2 .
3. “ “
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XXX. P e t i t i o n  C ity  
Government

1. ____________
2. ZZZZZIII 
3. IZZZIZZI

XXXI. C ity-County O f f i c i a l s

2 .
3. ~
4. “
5.
6 .
7. I

XXXII. S ta te
1.
2 . “
3. “
4.
5. I
6 .
7. “
8 . “

XXXIII. U.S.
1.
2 .
3.
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